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Abstract
The subject of this article is to study the difference between the way

of knowing sensible forms and sensory and imaginary forms
according to Ibn Sina. According to what is known, knowing the
epistemic forms is a direct and immediate knowledge according to Ibn
Sina. The purpose of this article is to distinguish between the knowing
sensible forms and the knowing sensory and imaginary forms. It is
understood from Ibn Sina's texts that there is a difference between the
knowing sensible forms and the knowing sensory and imaginary
forms. The knowing sensible forms is an immediate and presental
knowledge; While the knowing sensory and imaginary forms is a
mediated and productive knowledge. Such a distinction goes back to
Ibn Sina's foundations in ontology and psychology. Ibn Sina, by
believing that, firstly, sensible forms are abstract things and as a result
immediate knowledge is possible to them, and secondly, the truth and
reality of objects constitute their existence and existential mode, was
able to prove the presental knowledge in sensible forms.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The knowledge is divided into acquired knowledge and
presential knowledge. The acquired knowledge is mediate
knowledge and the presential knowledge is immediate
knowledge. Of course, these terms had not yet been mentioned in
Ibn Sina’s time; But Ibn Sina considered their concept and
meaning in his philosophy and used them. One of the examples
of presential knowledge is knowledge of epistemic forms. They
generally believe that Ibn Sina considers knowledge in all its
forms to be present and immediate.

Without any distinction between all kinds of epistemic forms,
he has considered knowledge all of them as immediate;
According to him, if knowledge is in epistemic forms through
other epistemic forms, endless chain will be created.

As a result, it should be said that knowledge all of epistemic
forms is realized without the mediation of other epistemic forms;
So it can be said that knowledge in all its epistemic forms is a
knowledge without mediation and is one of the presential
knowledge;

While Ibn Sina’s texts take the opposite view. Ibn Sina, by
distinguishing between knowledge in sensible forms and
knowledge in sensory and imaginary forms, believes that the first
one is the presential knowledge and the second is acquired
knowledge. Such a distinction is due to some of Ibn Sina’s
foundations that were raised in his psychology and metaphysics.
This point of view shows the difference between Ibn Sina's view
and later philosophers, especially in the topics of psychology.

Method

The method of the article is descriptive and analytical.
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Findings

According to Ibn Sina’s texts, it can be concluded that among
the types of knowledge in epistemic forms, he considers
knowledge in sensory and imaginary forms as mediate
knowledge and knowledge in sensible forms as immediate
knowledge. Such a distinction goes back to his psychological
and ontological foundations. Ibn Sina, by distinguishing between
the rational souls with the plant and animal souls, considers only
the rational soul is immaterial. In this way, sensory and
imaginary forms which are material, are imprinted in the
material place, and as a result, the rational soul as a true
knowing, requires the use of material powers and organs to know
them. For this reason, although knowledge is not realized in
sensory and imaginary forms through the mediation of another
epistemic form, because perceptive powers and organs are
involved in it, it is considered a mediated and acquired
knowledge. In fact, the mistake of those who have considered
knowledge in all epistemic forms as direct knowledge is that
they have summarized the intermediary only in epistemic forms;
While the intermediary is both epistemic forms and perceptive
powers and organs, and if perception is obtained through the
powers and organs, it is considered to be acquired and mediated
knowledge.

This does not apply to sensible forms; Because, according to
Ibn Sina, sensible forms are things that are abstract from matter,
and as a result, the only place that deserves to solve them is the
rational soul itself - which is immaterial. Therefore, the rational
soul’s knowledge in sensible forms, not only does not need
another form, but also does not need powers and organs, and as a
result, the knowledge them is a immediate and presental
knowledge.
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Conclusion

According to Ibn Sina, the presental knowledge occurs in the
existential field of the world and until we enter this field, it is not
possible to realize such a knowledge. Because sensible forms are
contingent beings, they have two existential and essential
dignities. Their essential dignity is provided through the
abstraction and abstraction of sensory and imaginary forms; But
their existential dignity is possible only in the shadow of
communication and connection with the active intellect. In this
way, by connecting the rational soul to the active intellect, the
existential aspect of sensible forms is also provided and as a
result, sensible forms exist. If, while paying attention to sensible
forms, attention is paid to their existential dignity, because their
existence is the same as attachment to of the active intellect, a
brief knowledge of the active intellect is also formed. It is in
such an area of the world that presental knowledge is realized in
sensible forms and brief presental knowledge of the active
intellect is realized.
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