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Abstract

Aristotle's commentators have gone to great lengths to explain the
question of reasoning and to determine what active intellect is; Some
have called it the actuality of the human soul, others know it as abstract
being, and still others the God. Ibn Sina believes that the active intellect
is the last intellect in the chain of intellects, which in addition to its
ontological role, also has an epistemological effect and renders rational
forms on the soul. He cites reasons for the soul's need for an active
intellect, each of which seems to be subject to scrutiny and critique, but
the most important of which, based on the Aristotelian idea potentiality
and action, is requirement to an external factor in the transition from
potency to action. In his view, this external factor is an abstract and
comprehensive substance of intellectual forms. According to him,
although active intellect is the last intellect in the chain of intellects, but
due to the casual relationship between them, the act of this intellect can
be attributed to the whole chain of intellects and even God.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

As the highest level of human perception, reasoning has a special
place among philosophers; To the extent that each of them expresses a
process to obtain reasonable things from the soul. Accordingly, Ibn
Sina’s reasoning process can be considered an independent theory that
has its own elements. One of these elements is man’s need for an external
immaterial entity in reasoning, which is presented under the title of active
intellect and is introduced as the giver of reasonable forms in the process
of reasoning.

The active intellect, as the last intellect in the long chain of complete
immaterial beings, in the ontological system, mediates the emanation of
existence or, in other words, the emanation of form to the material world.
According to the belief of the majority of Islamic philosophers, this
intellect is the creator of the world beyond itself, that is, the world of
nature, and therefore has the most fundamental role in this world.

The soul’s need for an active intellect in reasoning, which remains in
Islamic philosophy - even after Ibn Sina - brings to mind the question
whether this need is a philosophical matter, or according to Ibn Sina's
ontological view about the arc of descent, about knowledge, these
supernatural factors have also been used. Although reading of motivation
of Ibn Sina seems unphilosophical, it opens up a more serious issue of
evaluating Ibn Sina's arguments about the reason why the soul needs an
active intellect, which will have philosophical effects if a positive or
negative answer is received. If the need of the soul for an active intellect
is considered and it makes the assumption that reasoning without intellect
is also possible, then a theory with more simplicity and fewer epistemic
elements can be presented, which is desirable.

Method

This article will seek to extract Ibn Sina's arguments about the reasons
why the soul needs an active intellect and then evaluate each of them.

Findings

Ibn Sina believes that in order reasoning, first of all there is a
preliminary process, that is, abstraction the senses sensible perception or
providing the terms of syllogism, so that the soul is ready to accept the
sensible, then at this stage, the active intellect emanation or illuminates
the soul, and by doing this, it is removed from the potential stage. It leads
to actuality. According to Ibn Sina, the most important factor in the need
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for an active intellect is the third reason, i.e. the need of the soul for an
external factor to improve and leave the potential state; In the sense that
the active intellect as an external agent has the task of emanation of
sensible forms on the human soul, which causes the soul to leave the
potential intellect to become the and habitual intellect and acquired
intellect, or in other words, the growth and promotion of the soul; On the
other hand, the necessity of the pure actualization and comprehensive of
the active intellect is necessary due to not falling into the trap of endless
chain and in this way, the only external factor in which the emanation of
the sensible should be exclusive is the active intellect.

Conclusion

This Ibn Sina’s theory organizes Ibn Sina’s epistemological system
and explains the need for an agent in reasoning, it also shows the
entanglement and interrelation of the system of ontology and
epistemology from the point of view of this philosopher; because,
according to his belief, rationalization is not merely an epistemic act and
by actualizing the intellect, it improves its existence. In other words, the
active intellect, with the emanation of sensible, causes epistemic growth
and even, in an existential sense, in the form of twins. Based on this, it
can be said that this point of view has become the foundation of the idea
of concomitance of being, knowledge and substantial movement in Mulla
Sadra’s view.
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16. Aquinas, Thomas; Summa Theologica; Translated by
Fathers of the English Dominican Province; Michigan: Christian

Denominations, 1947.
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