The Quarterly Journal of
History of Islamic Philosophy Article type: Research Article
Vol.1/Issu 2/ Summer 2022

Allama Tabatabat's Innovation in the Issue of
the Relation between Free Will and Causal
Necessity

Reza Akbarian”
Zahra Naqavi™

Abstract
One of the philosophical principles that contradicts the discussion

of free will is the law of causal necessity. Philosophical predestination
has threatened free will in many ways and has raised doubts in this
regard. Philosophers and theologians have dealt with these issues
differently based on their theoretical foundations. This paper
expresses Allameh's views on free will as well as how he deals with
this issue and to point out his innovations in this field. In the present
study, in a descriptive-analytical method, the doubts raised through
causality on the issue of free will are explained and by reflecting and
examining Allameh's works and analyzing his statements, these issues
have been investigated and answered. Despite the similarity of
Allameh's words with other philosophers in this field, the type of
content processing and the role of his foundations in the answers
provided show the difference between Allameh's views and others. In
particular, Allameh's innovative view is evident in the following
options: the connection between necessity and contingent instead of
precedence and posterity, the origin of absolute existence for the
whole universe instead of knowledge, the definition free will to
freedom from others and self-actualization, the formation of
longitudinal relationship from all dignity, the identification of God's
activity and the free agent in action.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Thinkers - whether in the field of theology or 'Ustl al-figh
(Principles jurisprudence) or some philosophers - consider the free
will in opposition to philosophical causality. What has occupied the
minds of thinkers more than the rest of the issues is the contradiction
and inconsistency between causal necessity and free will. By
accepting necessity (philosophical determinism), different doubts are
directed towards the free will, which inevitably divides thinkers into
several groups: the incompatibilist group, who while siding with one
side, deny the other side; In this way, some take the side of the free
will and are forced to deny necessity, and some consider necessity to
be undeniable and put the free will under doubt. The second group is
called compatibilists, who, while adhering to the causal necessity, are
trying to make free will consistent with this rule. It should be noted
that voluntarism does not simply mean the negation of causal
necessity; because the voluntarist may believe in the necessity while
believing in the free will; but in a space separate from the free will, he
should explain it so as not to contradict these two things; as "Usili
have taken this path, among the voluntarist, they believe in causal
necessity in not voluntary action.

Allama Tabatabal is the compatibilists, while believing in the
necessity in voluntary action, have tried to make these two consistent.
In this article, an attempt is made to answer the question of how
Allama faced this problem? and what are his innovations and the
difference in his view from other philosophers in this field? Allama is
among the philosophers who have many innovators in different fields
of thought, including cosmology, knowledge of God, anthropology
and epistemology. It is believed that he has innovative opinions on the
issue of free will, and he plaid a significant role in solving the doubts
on the opinions of other philosophers and completing or correcting
them.

Method

In the present article, in a descriptive-analytical method, the doubts
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raised through causality on the issue of free will are explained and by
reflecting and examining Allama's works and analyzing his
statements, these problems have been investigated and answered.

Findings

1. Allama considers all being’s respect to be the same as relation
and attachment to God; Therefore, based on this intellectual basis, he
believes that the action is both the act of God and the action of free
agent.

2.The longitudinal efficacy in other philosophers will be only in the
existence; But in Allama’s view, a longitudinal relationship is formed
in all respects; Because there is no respect other than existence.

3. The voluntary is also different in Allama's definition for this
reason; Because, in fact, the essence would prevent free will, and
Allama does not accept this essence. In his view, reality is the same as
being, and the stronger the being, the stronger the activity will be. The
closer these determined existences get to the absolute existence, they
gain the same degree of the higher voluntary; Therefore, from
Allama's point of view, free will is freedom from others, self-
fulfillment, and in other words, the existence of flourishing.

4. Allama, unlike previous philosophers who considered science as
the source of action, considers absolute being to be the source of the
entire world.

5. According to the position of essence, it is also possible to
consider Allama as the knowledgeable, especially regarding the
problem of necessity and contingency. According to Allama's point of
view, there is no limitation in being; Therefore, basically, Allama did
not accept the priority and posteriority between possibility and
necessity, and need. He argues in correlativity between necessity and
contingency, between contingency and need to other; As a result,
philosophical determinism will not have a place in this intellectual
circle.

6. In this intellectual basis, preponderance without preponderant
has no meaning; Because when there is no priority and posteriority,
there is no meaning to return either.
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7. Allama, unlike other philosophers, does not return the will to
knowledge and considers it to originate from absolute being.

Conclusion

Allama's innovative opinions in the discussion of free will are: the
correlativity between necessity and contingent instead of precedence
and posterity, the origin of absolute existence for the whole universe
instead of knowledge, the definition free will to freedom from others
and self-actualization, the formation of longitudinal relationship from
all dignity, the identification of God's activity and the free agent in
action.
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