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Abstract

Criticism of reason means the possibility of discovering reality by
reason, not a new event but a long-standing event in the history of
human thought, including the time when mystics' encounter with
philosophers; because philsophers with the entry of the reason as the
measure of measurement, may become indignant the master of
mysticism, the mystics also consider its foot to be wooden and untidy.
What is the reason for the indignation? Is all this opposition to reason
based on true arguments? According to research, these arguments are
generally for two arguments: one is entitled "mysticism is beyond
reason" which refers to the critique of reason for its inability to
comprehend mystical truths, and the other is entitled "reason is always
subject to error" which refers to criticism of reason refers in terms of
fallibility in the perception of facts. This article deals with both
arguments according to the mystics’s words.

Keywords: Reason, Mysticism, Order of Reason, Rational
Comprehension.

+ Assistant Professor at “the Mysticism Department” in Research Institute for
Islamic Culture and Thought (IICT).



History of Islamic Philosophy/ Vol.1/ Issu 2/ Summer 2022

36

Extended Abstract

Introduction

If the reason does not have the ability to understand mystical truths,
how can it test the truth and falsehood of mystical propositions? This
title refers to two layers and two fields in mystical literature: one is in
the field of practical mysticism, where the secrets of love are so
beyond reason and reason is unable to comprehend those secrets,
which are depicted in the form of poems and ghazal of conflicts
between reason and love in different ways.

The other is in the field of theoretical mysticism that mystical
truths are beyond reason and reason is incapable of understanding and
expressing those truths; Therefore, this field has two directions: one is
an epistemological direction and the other is a linguistic direction. Ali
ibn Mohammed al-Jurjani says: This is what the thinkers have reached
with the thoughts of the intellect, and the Sufi sect say monotheist that
beyond the intellect is such that through intuition and revelation,
something is revealed that the reason is incapable of understanding.

The coinage of criticism of reason, which means the possibility of
discovering reality with reason, has been made and dealt with in
intellectual currents with different approaches since a long time ago in
the history of human thought, and it has found a home in the house of
thinkers, especially Muslim scholars. It has entered in some way in the
house of scholars of hadith and opinion, in the theological house of
Ash'arites and ministry of justic, in the house of philosophy and
mysticism, and in the house of Akhbaris and 'Usiili and it has been
discussed in scholarly meetings in the pages of books, and an
expensive investment has been inherited.

It is that the examination of all eyes is not the desire of this
writing, but what is examined in the house of the master of intuition
and mysticism in the confrontation with the previous philosopher,
because with the introduction of reason as a measurer, it might upset
the master of mysticism, and they do not consider it worthy of this
position, and they consider its feet to be wooden and disobedient.
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Methods

The present issue studies the subject with biblical and analytical
research method.

findings

Reason has been criticized many times in the history of mysticism;
because the entry of reason into the field of metaphysical knowledge
greatly upset them and they strongly opposed it. What reasons did this
agitation and opposition rely on? According to mystical texts, these
reasons are dissolved for two reasons. Regarding the first reason, we
first paid attention to the inability of reason to perceive this and
proved it with two arguments, both of which rely on the principle of
opportunity. Then we explained the meaning of the master of
knowledge about this inability and criticized it; Regarding the second
reason, we paid attention to the criticism of reason in terms of
fallibility in the perception of facts; If the reason is capable of
receiving facts and realities, then why do philosophers have so many
disagreements on one issue. To establish this reason, we used Sadr al-
Din Qonavi's extensive statement in mentioning several reasons, and
we used al-Fanari's interpretation in Misbah al-Uns and Hassanzadeh
Amoli in the Risala anahu al-haq

Conclusion

Is all this opposition to reason based on the right reasons? In this
article, the reasons for opposing reason are dissolved for two reasons:
1. Mysticism is beyond the field of reason (criticism of reason due to
its inability to perceive mystical truths);

2. Reason is always subject to falsehood (criticism of reason in
terms of fallibility in perception of facts). In this article, we will
discuss both reasons.
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