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Abstract
The subject of the article is a comparative comparison of

immortality in Sadra'i wisdom and Allameh Tabatabai's thought.
Mulla Sadra, based on the rule of ‘corporeal in its origination and
spiritual [or incorporeal] in its survival’ (jismaniyyat al-huduth wa-
ruhaniyyat al-baqa’), considers the soul as a reality that first has a
physical level and with a gradational movement it achieves the
immaterial level. He considers the human body as a shell that leaves
the soul behind with worldly death, and it is "partial" in the
intermediate world and the intellect world. According to Mulla Sadra,
immortality is a partial existence of a human being. Allama Tabatabat
is not an interpreter of Mulla Sadra in the matter of immortality, but
he provides an independent idea on this matter. From Allama's point
of view, human is not a gradational existence, but has three layers of
being, each layer performs its own work. All humans have rational
perception; but intellectual intuition - which depends on faith and
piety - is for very few people. In addition to imaginal (mithali)
immortality, all human beings also have intellectual immortality. The
body is not a shell, but the material for another body and remains.

This immortality is in the practical dimension of man.
Keywords: Immortality, Mulla Sadra, Allama Tabatabai, Soul,
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The immortality of the soul is one of the issues that has occupied
different thinkers from different schools of thought since the distant
past. Resurrection is one of the three important principles of religions,
along with monotheism and prophethood. Some Muslim theologians
and hadith scholars have considered the soul as material with an
empirical approach, and faced difficulties in proving the immortality
of the soul after death; But the philosophers of Peripatetic and
[Mluminationism schools, in the first place, by proving the
immateriality of the soul, believe in the immortality of the rational
level of the soul and denied the immortality of the soul in the level of
imagination. Mulla Sadra, unlike the previous philosophers, also
accepted the immateriality of the soul in the level of imagination.

The purpose of this article is to analyze and investigate Allama
Tabatabai’s view on human immortality, compare the views of Allama
Tabatabai and Sadr ad-Din Muhammad Shirazi, and find the
differences between the views of these two philosophers, and finally
to prove the innovation of Allameh Tabatabai's view and foundations
compared to Mulla Sadra's view about human immortality.

Methods

The present issue studies the subject with biblical and analytical
research method.

Findings

Mulla Sadra uses Quran, intellectual proof and mysticism to prove
imagination according to his special methodology. Therefore, his main
claim is to prove the compatibility between the teachings of religion
and philosophy. Immortality of the soul is not excluded from this and
he claims that he has proved the same teaching of the immortality of
the soul that is mentioned in the Quran and Sunnah with rational
reasoning. Relying on his philosophical foundations (the primacy of
being, the worlds of existence, the rule of “corporeal in its origination
and spiritual [or incorporeal] in its survival of soul”, the substantial
motion of the soul and the relationship between the soul and the
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body), Mullah Sadra comes to the conclusion that the man’s soul first
originated in a material form, but through substantial motion that
occurs in the essence of the soul, becomes a single entity and reaches
the imaginary level and has imaginal (mithali) members. After that,
the soul becomes immortal by entering the world of intellects - which
in the language of religion is the hereafter - and continues its life.

From Mullah Sadra's point of view, people who have not been able
to achieve celibacy in their material life enter the immaterial world
after death, where they continue their physical movement until they
become immaterial and join the intellect world. This is true happiness
from Mulla Sadra's point of view. It is worth mentioning that the
immorality of the soul of people who die in the early stages of life and
before they have the power of imagination, presents a difficulty to
Mulla Sadra's point of view. Allama Tabatabal’ has also proved the
immortality of the soul based on his philosophical foundations and
considers man to be ‘“corporeal in its origination and spiritual [or
incorporeal] in its survival. He considered the origination of the soul
in the body to mean the transformation of the material level of the
body into a sensual one and proved the physical origination of the
soul. From Allama Tabatabat’s point of view, man is a natural body at
first, which has various forms, then God makes the same body possess
intelligence, will and thought.

According to Allama Tabatabar’s view, the human soul is
immaterial in its substantial motion, and after the separation of its
interests from the natural body at the time of death, it continues its
substantial motion the world of purgatory, and in resurrection with the
general movement of the universe until it reaches the degree of
complete immaterity. Despite the similarities between the views of
Mulla Sadra and Allama Tabatabai, there are also differences in this
field between these two philosophers; So that it can be said that
Allama is not the commentator of Mulla Sadra on the immortality and
has an independent view on this matter. Unlike Mulla Sadra, Allama
does not limit immortality in the theoretical field, but he believes in
immortality in the practical aspect as well. He believes that whatever a
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person does in personal matters or in interaction with others is eternal
and nothing is lost. From Allama’s point of view both imagine and
intellect and body remain.

Cunclusion

Mulla Sadra, based on the rule of ‘corporeal in its origination and
spiritual [or incorporeal] in its survival’ (jismaniyyat al-huduth wa-
ruhaniyyat al-baqa’), considers the soul as a reality that first has a
physical level and with a gradational movement it achieves the
immaterial level. He considers the human body as a shell that leaves
the soul behind with worldly death, and it is "partial" in the
intermediate world and the intellect world. According to Mulla Sadra,
immortality is a partial existence of a human being. Allama Tabatabat
is not an interpreter of Mulla Sadra in the matter of immortality, but
he provides an independent idea on this matter. From Allama's point
of view, human is not a gradational existence, but has three layers of
being, each layer performs its own work. All humans have rational
perception; but intellectual intuition - which depends on faith and
piety - is for very few people. In addition to imaginal (mithali)
immortality, all human beings also have intellectual immortality. The
body is not a shell, but the material for another body and remains.
This immortality is in the practical dimension of man.
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