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Abstract

Mysticism can be effective in theology in three ways. Its role in
the formulation of theological issues, the description and
explanation of these issues with regard to the foundations of
ontology and the development of literature and the style of verbal
expression are among the issues that are discussed in this essay.
The Fayz Kashani’s mysticism with its characteristics is influential
in his Theology. Compatibility with Sharia and the intellectual
wisdom of philosopher is one of the most important of these
characteristics. In this article, we call his mysticism "Philosophical
mysticism". From his point of view, the intellect supporting
intuition also achieves what the prophets have achieved; But with
three differences, that the revelation products are wider, deeper and
related to all levels of audiences. Fayz Kashani’s mysticism is in
harmony with the Shiite mysticism and is based on the philosophy
of Sadra. This religious mysticism can have a significant effect on
theology from various aspects, and an example of these effects can
be seen in the theological opinions of Fayz.

Keywords: Philosophical Mysticism, Fayz Kashani, Theology,
the Philosophy of Sadra.

+ Assistant Professor at “Islamic Philosophy and Theology Department” of
Isfahan University.



History of Islamic Philosophy/ Vol.1/Issu 3/ Autumn 2022 80

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Talking about the influence of sciences on each other is one of the
topics that has a long history in human sciences and education. For a long
time, discussion and examination of mutual relations between philosophy
and mysticism, philosophy and experimental sciences, philosophy and
theology, mysticism and experimental sciences, etc., have been common
and customary in a codified and systematic form or incoherent and
scattered. The science of kalam (speculative theology) has also not
benefited from this tradition. In this field, what is more common is the
influence of philosophy, logic and literature on kalam. The influence of
mysticism on kalam and their mutual relations has been less noticed by
researchers. This article aims to talk about the influence of mysticism on
al-Fayd al-Kashani’s study of kalam.

Al-Fayd" al-Kashant’s is one of the famous scholars belonging to the
philosophical school of Isfahan. In this intellectual school, philosophy
and mysticism come together; in addition, the confirmation of sharia in
these two areas is mentioned in the form of quoting verses and hadiths.
The philosophical school of Isfahan includes views that are very close
and harmonious with the of ahl al-Bayt’s traditions. Al-Fayd, as a
comprehensive scholar, also has an unparalleled mastery and
understanding of verses and hadiths. His explanation and commentary on
the Holy Qur'an in the two books the comment of Safi, the comment of
Asfi, as well as the writing of the famous book Wafi in the field of
hadiths, show this mastery well. He always tries to make every
intellectual-philosophical topic that he adheres to, by citing verses and
traditions, sharia-oriented.

Method

In this article, we have chosen al-Fayd and his works to explain the
role of mysticism in kalam. In the first step, it is necessary to know his
mysticism and to know what elements and requirements it has, and in the
second step, to outline the contribution of his mysticism in the
development and strengthening of the kalam.

Findings

Al-Fayd’s mysticism of is compatible with religion and based on
philosophy. Although we will not deny the influence of al-Fayd from Ibn
al-"Arabi, the mysticism that he involves in his science of kalam is not
pure mysticism, but it is a mysticism that transforms into Sadra’s
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philosophy and mysticism by entering the philosophical system of
transcendental Philosopht. We called this mysticism as a philosophical
mysticism. The role of mysticism in the formulation of theological issues
is such that those mystical intuitions that are proved in a philosophical
system, as a certain data, can interfere in the expansion of the
theologian's perspective and deal with the formulation of the problem for
him. We can see such a thing in al-Fayd al-Kashani’s theological
opinions.

Since al-Fayd al-Kashani’s mysticism is based on Sadra's ontology, it
provides the necessary infrastructure for these analyzes to the theologian.

With their entry into science of kalam, mystical terms give it another
face and bring about a change in its face and appearance, which al-Fayd’s
are not without these changes

The author believes that Sadra’s mysticism and philosophy, in terms
of its special ontological structure, has the potential to make many
changes in the science of kalam.

Conclusion

Al-Fayd’s mysticism with its characteristics is influential in his
science of kalam. Compatibility with sharia and the philosophy of
philosopher is one of the most important of these characteristics. In this
article, we call his mysticism "irfan hakemi" (philosophical mysticism).
For al-Fayd, the intellect supporting intuition also achieves what the
prophets have achieved; but with three differences, that the revelation
products are wider, deeper and related to all levels of audiences. Al-
Fayd’s mysticism is in harmony with the Shiite mysticism and is based
on the Sadra’s philosophy. This irfan hakemi can have a significant effect
on science of kalam from various aspects, and an example of these
effects can be seen in the al-Fayd’s theological opinions..
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