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Abstract 
Physical resurrection has always been one of the important and 

discussed topics among philosophers. Allāma Tabātabāī has 
presented new opinions in this regard and believes that the human 
body is resurrected in the afterlife, moves towards the soul and 
joins it. He gives an important and fundamental position to the 
human soul. He also rejects the opinion of other philosophers 
regarding the descent of the soul and union with the body and 
proves with rational reasons that it is impossible for a creature that 
has been perfected to descend to a lower level again. Another one 
of his most important topics, which is actually an answer to the 
doubts raised about the physical resurrection, is the issue of the 
relationship between the similarity and equality of the body and the 
soul in this world and the hereafter, which is attempted in this 
research article with an analytical and descriptive study of Tafsir al-
Mizan, a collection of general opinions of Allāma Tabātabāī about 
physical resurrection with the approach of answering doubts in this 
area. Regarding the similarity and equality of the otherworldly 
body with the worldly body, in this article it is emphasized that 
according to the philosophical foundations of Allāma Tabātabāī, 
both of his views about the similarity and equality of the 
otherworldly body with the worldly body can be accepted, without 
contradicting each other. 
Keywords: Bodily Resurrection, Allāma Tabātabāī, Eternal Return 
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Extended Abstract  

Introduction 
One of the principles of Islamic worldview, which is one of the 

pillars of faith and belief in Islam, is the principle of faith in eternal 
life and the afterlife. Belief in the afterlife is a condition of being a 
Muslim. After the principle of monotheism, the prophets reminded 
people of the most important principle and asked people to believe 
in it. 

This is the principle that is known as the "principle of 
resurrection" in the term of Islamic theologians. Resurrection is one 
of the important philosophical issues that have always been 
discussed by philosophers and scholars over the centuries, and what 
causes disagreements among philosophers is the quality and 
manner of resurrection in the afterlife. For this reason, in this 
article, we decided to examine Allāma Tabātabāī’s view on bodily 
resurrection and its doubts. 

The resurrection and its rational interpretation has always been 
one of the most important preoccupations of Muslim philosophers, 
and many people have researched in this field in different ways; For 
example, in an article entitled "Physical resurrection from the point 
of view of Imam Khomeini and Allāma Tabātabāī", this issue from 
the point of view of these two scholars and examine their points of 
commonality and difference regarding resurrection. and examine 
topics such as the quality of the appearance of the afterlife body, 
the difference between purgatory and resurrection, the objectivity 
or similarity of the afterlife body with the worldly one. 

Method 
Since a major part of Allāma Tabātabāī’s discussions regarding 

the bodily resurrection is expressed as an answer to the doubts 
raised by other Muslim philosophers in Tafsir al-Mizan. In the 
second part of this article, along with the main text of the doubt, an 
attempt was made to report the collection of Allāma’s answers in 
two parts: narrative and rational answers. 

findings 
1. Allāma Tabātabāī concludes from the verses of the Holy 

Qur'an and the Ahl al-Bayt’s traditions that the human body is 
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constantly changing and changing until the Day of Judgment 
arrives and there they will join the soul forever. Of course, they do 
not make a dualism between soul and body; because the human 
body is an important part of the soul. A person with an afterlife 
body and a person with a worldly body are the same; because the 
character and identity of a person is his soul, which is the same in 
this world and the hereafter. In fact, according to them, man in the 
Day of Resurrection and man in the world are the same which is 
through his soul, and on the other hand, he has a likeness, which is 
through his body. 

2. Tabātabāī considers the doubt of returning the dead to be 
impossible and believes that what is taken from a person is the soul, 
not the body, and since the soul is immaterial and includes the 
whole truth of a person, it is not scattered and lost, so that there is 
concern about the return of the dead. 

3. Allāma Tabātabāī believes in the impossibility of 
reincarnation; because if the human body is supposed to have a 
breath, it can have only one breath, and it is impossible to believe in 
the existence of two breaths for one body; Also, if the human body 
is supposed to have no soul, it requires the return of action to 
power, which is also impossible. 

4. Allāma Tabātabāī believes that the God created the body as 
soon as he created the soul. In this way, Allāma considers the body 
as subordinate to the soul. 

5. Allāma Tabātabāī believes in the substantial movement of the 
body and its transformation and says that this afterlife body is the 
same as the worldly body. Allāma Tabātabāī in rejecting the doubt 
about the destruction of the body in hell and the torment of another 
body, identifies the soul as the sinner and documents the torment to 
him; Therefore, he believes that in this case, the skin of the human 
body is caused by torture, or even if two skins are different, the 
human being is one. 

Also, Allāma Tabātabāī believes that the forms of good and bad 
deeds are imagined in the innermost being of a human being, and 
that a human being is still a person and is himself, despite the 
variations and differences. 
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Conclusion 
Belief in bodily resurrection and how to realize it, which is one 

of the beliefs of the Twelve Imam Shia religion, is one of the most 
important and challenging issues among religious scholars, 
especially Islamic philosophers; In such a way that many 
discussions and doubts have been raised in this regard. In this 
article, an attempt was made to analyze the collection of opinions 
of Allāma Tabātabāī as one of the contemporary philosophers and 
commentators of the Holy Qur'an in a special and detailed way, and 
to explain his collection of opinions about the principle of the issue 
of physical resurrection.. 
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