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Abstract

Explaining the effectiveness of religion in all parts of human life
requires the recognition of concepts related to the structures and systems
that are effective in the administration of society, such as the concept of
civilization, which must be inferred from the sources of religion.
Therefore, understanding the pathology of civilization from the
perspective of the Holy Qur'an requires re-reading the views and
opinions of commentators in this regard. The interpretative view of
Allameh Tabatabai in Tafsir al-Mizan in the field of civilizational
pathology has a special innovation and comprehensiveness that is made
by combining a philosophical view on civilization and history. In the
upcoming article, the pathology of civilization in Allameh's thought has
been analyzed and his point of view has been expressed with a
descriptive-analytical method. This famous contemporary commentator,
under the verses related to the fate and past peoples and nations,
expressed the Qur'an's view about the decline of societies from the high
human position and the straight path and the path of God, and he did not
consider the civilization of societies only in material progress and he
considers the moral and spiritual decline to be their real downfall and
identifies its causes as corruption, deviation from the path of inborn
nature [fitra], blasphemy of blessings, oppression, extravagance, treason,
abandoning what is good and forbidding what is bad, denying God's
revelations.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

The activation and efficiency of religion in all parts of human life,
especially in the social and structural fields, is closely related to the
recognition and explanation of the concepts related to the structures and
systems effective in the administration of society, such as the concept of
civilization. In the meantime, the Quran, the eternal book of Islam and
the only lasting miracle of this religion, has provided approaches for the
material and collective life of mankind.

Examining the content of the Qur'an shows that this holy book aims at
civilization in addition to humanization; in such a way that in Quranic
teachings, each of these two areas are dependent and complementary;
without humanization, civilization cannot be built, and without the
formation of civilization, humanization in the Qur'anic sense does not
occur. In order to achieve this objective, the Qur'an not only addressed
the levels, dimensions, content and manifestations of the desired
civilization, but also had expressive and influential and wide-ranging
references to the harms of civilization.

On the other hand, the dynamism and reliability of civilization is
realized if the fields and damages related to it are identified, and the
pathology of civilization is an undeniable necessity to guarantee its
survival or durability, and despite the fact that the path of the formation
of civilization is not precisely under detailed plans, some fields can
focuses on the occurrence and emergence of damage and the
vulnerability and deterioration of civilization can be controlled by
planning and designing.

Based on this, understanding the pathology of civilization from the
perspective of the Holy Quran requires re-reading the views and opinions
of the commentators in this regard. The Allama Tabatabai’s interpretative
view in Tafsir al-Mizan in the field of civilizational pathology has a
special innovation and comprehensiveness that is made by combining a
philosophical view on civilization and history. The main problem is to
find the harms of human civilizations from the perspective of the Qur'an,
relying on the Allama Tabatabai’s view, which has been done with the
principle of branching of Ustl al-figh with an ijtihad approach in al-
Mizan. The purpose of this article is to prepare and present materials
related to the damage of civilization on the epistemic base of the Quran.
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Method

In this article, the pathology of civilization in Allama Tabatabai’s
thought is analyzed and his point of view is expressed with descriptive-
analytical method.

Findings

Every civilization in its updated form has macro-components that are
put together based on a process and form the civilization. Although the
term civilization is not used in the Qur'an, this understanding of
civilization can be extracted and followed in the Qur'anic space; As
Allama Tabatabai, in Tafsir al-Mizan, paid attention to the category of
civilization on the occasion of the verses of the Holy Qur'an, and
considered the causes and factors that caused the decline of civilization
from the point of view of pathology. In civilization, deviating from the
center of truth is a harm that can cause civilization to decay and destroy.
The Qur'an mentions the Israclites as one of the historical examples of
this type of civilization and lists some of their intellectual and biological
deviations. It is carefully clarified in Allama Tabatabai’s words that these
causes include corruption, deviating from the path of nature, blasphemy
of blessings, cruelty and oppression, extravagance and extravagance,
betrayal, abandoning what is good and forbidding what is bad and
denying God's revelations. The follow-up of these levels of civilization in
Al-Mizan shows that even though the term civilization is not used, the
components and content of civilization issues and problems, especially
the harms of civilization, are clearly present in the verses of the Qur'an.

Conclusion

Allama Tabatabai, under the verses related to the destiny and past
peoples and nations, expressed the view of the Qur'an about the decline
of societies from the high human position and the straight path and the
path of God, and he did not consider the civilization of societies only in
material progress, and he considers moral and spiritual degeneration to be
their real degeneration and identifies its causes as corruption, deviation
from the path of fetrat, ungrateful of blessings, oppression, extravagance,
treason, enjoining right and forbidding evil, denying God's verses.
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