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Abstract
The problem of this article is criterion of causality in the view of

Mulla Sadra and philosophers after Mulla Sadr. The criterion of
causality refers to the criterion of the need of things for a cause. There
are generally five opinions about criterion the need for the cause:
Some consider the need for a cause to exist, which is mainly
materialists; some the criteria return the need to origination (huduth),
which are mainly theologians. The Peripateticistand and
[Mluminationist philosophers and consider the criterion of need to be an
essential contingency. The fourth view about causality is the poverty
contingency, which is based on the primacy of existence (asalat al-
wujud). By criticizing the essential contingency, the Sadrai
philosophers consider the criterion of the need of the affected to the
cause as the existential poverty of the effect, which accompanies the
effect both in its origination and survival. The poverty existence does
is not thing that poverty to occurs on it, rather, poverty and lack are
the same identity and essence. However, regarding the fifth view, it
should be said that some philosopher’s arguments in the poverty
contingency are not sufficient and have challenged this view.
According to the narrations from some Imams, it seems that the
criterion for the need of the effect is in the existence dependent on
another. In addition to having the advantages of the view of the
poverty contingency.

Keywords: Criterion of Causality, Effect, Essential Contingency
the Poverty Contingency, Mulla Sadra.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Before Mulla Sadra, the dominant theory in the discussion of the
criterion of the needing of things to cause was the theory of essential
contingent. By establishing principles such as the primacy of being
and gradation of being, in addition to the theory of theologians, Mulla
Sadra challenged the theory of the essential contingent of philosopher
and arrived at a theory in this regard that is the logical result of his
philosophical principles and foundations. Theologians consider the
origination theory to be one of the requirements of the effect and the
criteria for being effected, but this was led to the essential contingent
by the philosopher and then to the poverty contingent by Mulla Sadra.

The dominance of peripatetic philosopher’s ideas was such that
even some of Mulla Sadra’s students, such as Fayaz Lahiji, and other
philosophers, such as Mull Rajabali Tabrizi, all consider the criterion
of needing a cause to be essential contingent. This process continued
until about a hundred years after Mulla Sadra’s death, and the theory
of the poverty contingent was not the dominant theory of that era. This
issue was partly due to the unfamiliarity of the thinkers of that period
with Mulla Sadra’s thoughts and the lack of development and
expansion of his thoughts. Later, with the efforts of philosophers such
as Mirza Mohammad Taghi Almasi, Agha Mohammad Bidabadi and
Mulla Ali Noori, the ideas and thoughts of Mull Sadra were widely
presented and taught. From this period onwards, transcendental
philosophy gradually became an official philosophy and influenced
the peripatetic philosophy; In such a way that most philosophers have
developed and taught Mulla Sadra’s thoughts and have paid attention
to poverty contingent in the discussion of the criterion of the needing
of things to the cause.

Method

In this article, while stating the origination theory and the theory of
essential contingent, their problems are stated and then the theory of
poverty contingent is stated.
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Findings

1) The origination theory as a criterion for the needing of things has
faced many problems;

2) Although the theory of essential contingent has more advantages
than the origination theory, it is more compatible with the primacy of
essence. In al-asfar, Mulla Sadra presented the same objection to
theory of essential contingent that peripatetic philosopher presented to
the origination theory, and finally claimed the criterion of the needing
of things to the cause is the theory of poverty contingent.

3) The criterion of being of upright to other for the needing of
things to the cause is comprehensive, it includes all theories of
criterion for the needing of things to the cause, even the theory of
essential contingent; Because both in the origination theory and the
theory of essential contingent and the theory of poverty contingent,
effect is upright to other; on the other hand, this theory justifies all
effects, whether they are temporal effect, origination effect, or the
eternal effect.

Conclusion

The Sadraei philosophers, by criticizing theory of essential
contingent, consider the criterion of needing of effect for the cause is
existential poverty of the effect, which accompanies the effect both in
its origination and subsistence. In the meantime, the poverty existence
does not mean that substance has poverty that poverty becomes an
accident for its, rather, poverty and lack are the same identity and
substance. However, regarding the fifth theory, it should be said that
some philosopher’s arguments in the theory of poverty contingent are
not sufficient and have challenged this theory. According to the
narrations from some imams, it seems that the criterion for the need of
the effect is in the upright to other. In addition to having the
advantages of the theory of poverty contingent, this theory is free from
its problems and correctly explains the causality.
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