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Philosophical-Interpretative Analysis of the
Role of Repentance in the Afterlife in
Saving the Eternal Punishment from Hell

Hossein Oshaqi*
Abstract

Paying attention to the verses and narrations shows that
although in some parts of the worlds after death, the way of
repentance is briefly closed; But in other stages of the hereafter,
this chapter of God's mercy is still open; and people suffering from
punishment can truly repent; rather, God, with His vast mercy,
provides arrangements in the worlds after death so that the guilty
people who did not become believers in the world can consciously
and voluntarily repent and become believers, and in this way, they
can even be freed from the eternal punishment of hell. Verses 85 to
87 of surah Maryam and verses 22 to 24 of surah Furqan are among
the verses that indicate the permissibility or the occurrence of
repentance in life after death. And among the verses that indicate
the end of the punishment and the removal of the eternal
punishment, there are the verses that indicate that the punishment
for the wrongdoings of the criminals in the resurrection is exactly
the same as their practical or belief sins that were committed in the
world; because the requirement of the unity of sin and punishment
is that by repenting of this practical or belief sin, the punishment
that is the same as sin is also removed.

Keywords: Eternal Punishment, the Removal of Punishment,
Salvation of Hellish People, Repentance in the Afterlife,
Repentance of Hellish People.

+ Associate Professor at "Philosophy Department" of Ale-Taha Higher
Education Institute.



History of Islamic Philosophy/Vol.1/ Issu.4/ Winter.2022 66

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The discussion of the salvation of the denizens of Hell has been
discussed in the first place in the Quran and hadiths; But on the other
hand, the verses and hadiths regarding the eternal punishment of infidels
and hypocrites are also clear about the lack of salvation; Therefore, the
claim of saving or not saving non-believers has always been disputed by
scholars; Some scholars, like the general public of theologians, have
supported the non-salvation by preferring the verses of the eternal
punishment. Even Allama Helli as claimed the consensus of Muslims on
this issue; But some, like the general mystics and philosophers, have
supported salvation by preferring the verses of the Divine mercy and
forgiveness; But both groups, without paying attention to the fact that
repentance after death is a possible, and this point changes the subject of
the controversial propositions, with keeping the subject of the
propositions the same, the judgement of the verses and hadiths regarding
the opposite view is interpreted contrary to its appearance.

The claim of this article is that, without the need for interpretation
and justification, both sides of the claim of salvation and non-salvation
are true; But with two different issues: the subject of “eternal
punishment” is infidels with maintaining disbelief; But the subject of
“the end of punishment” is the repentant infidel.

Method

In order to explain the role of afterlife repentance in the salvation of
the denizens of Hell, it is necessary to explain philosophical and
interpretation introduction which is stated in the article.

Findings

The accuracy of the verses and hadiths shows that although in some
parts of the worlds after death, the way of repentance is briefly closed, in
other stages of the afterlife, this chapter of God’s mercy is still open and
people who are in torment can truly repent; Rather, God, with His vast
mercy, provides arrangements in the worlds after death so that guilty
people who did not believe in this world, consciously and willingly
repent and become believers, and in this way, they can even be freed
from the eternal punishment of Hell. Verses 85-87 of Surah Maryam and
verses 22-24 of Surah Furqan are among the verses that indicate the
permissibility or the occurrence of repentance in resurrections after
death. Among the verses that indicate the end of the punishment and the
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removal of the eternal punishment, there are verses that indicate that the
punishment for the wrongdoings of the criminals in Hell in is exactly the
same practical or convictional sin that was committed in the world;
Because the requirement of the unity of sin and punishment is that by
repenting and repenting of this practical or convictional sin, the
punishment, which is the same as sin, is removed.

Conclusion

Although the arguments of the eternal punishment of infidels are true
without any exception, because the subject of these proofs is the infidels
with maintains disbelief and who maintains disbelief is eternal
punishment, however, all the denizens of Hell with conscious repentance
will sooner or later enter the worlds after death, after the finite period of
punishment, they are removed from the title of "unbeliever" and
forgiven, then they are subject to God's mercy and grace. According to
the provisions of verse 20 of Surah Hadid, infidels actually go through
three stages in the worlds after death: the stage of severe punishment, the
stage of forgiveness is realized through repentance and the stage of God's
pleasure and becoming heavenly: “and in the hereafter is a severe
chastisement and (also) forgiveness from Allah and (His) pleasure”.
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