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From the middle of the 5™ century to the 14" century (Hijri), Iranian
philosophers made a remarkable impact on the intellectual landscape
of the Indian subcontinent. Among them, the philosophical
contributions of Mir Damad (d. 1040 AH) stand out as a significant
milestone. After his arrival in India, Mir Damad's works were widely
disseminated throughout the subcontinent through textual traditions
and became educational resources in their own right. This era
witnessed a flourishing of the teaching and learning of al-Ufuq al-
Mubin in scientific institutions, particularly in the city of Rampur.
The circulation of this work as a textbook facilitated the emergence of
various commentaries and annotations. At the same time, the book al-
limadhat emerged as a subsidiary tradition in the teaching of
philosophy in India. The dissemination and consolidation of Mir
Damad's works in South Asia sparked philosophical debates between
proponents and opponents, focusing on topics such as “the simple
creation of essence” (ja’l basit mahiyyat), “temporal creation”
(huduth dahri), “predication” (haml), “simple-if questions” (agsam
hall basit), and more. This article provides an overview of textual
traditions on the subcontinent and demonstrates the significant
interest of scientific forums in India, spanning from the early 13 to
the mid-14"™ AH, in the works and ideas of Mir Damad.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

During the Islamic period, India was Iran's largest scientific and cultural
trading partner. The Islamic culture and civilisation of Iran had a deep and
significant influence on the subcontinent between the 7™ and 12
centuries. Not only the Persian language and literature, but also
mysticism, philosophy, medicine, art, rituals and customs of the Iranian
government spread to India. According to historical documents, the
intellectual heritage of Iranian philosophers, especially those of Isfahan,
found its way to India through cultural exchanges and attracted the
attention of Indian scholars. The thought of Iranian philosophers was
further developed by Indian thinkers and led to new doctrines and
theories. However, in the historiography of Islamic philosophy, there is
no mention of the extent and influence of the thought of Iranian
philosophers in the Sub-continent, except for some general references.
The present paper attempts to correct this deficiency in the historiography
of Islamic philosophy and to unambiguously recognise the historical
chain of commentators, critics and defenders of Mir Damad (d. 1040
AH).

There are three general periods in the history of the interaction of
Indian scholars with Mir Damad’s writings and thoughts, and they
include:

e The Transitional Period: This is the first half of the 11" century
AH, during the lifetime of Mir Damad. His works and theories were
transmitted in various ways to the scientific circles of the
subcontinent during this period, which marked the beginning of the
acquaintance of Indian scholars with Mir Damad's philosophy.

e The spreading period: the second half of the 11™ century, to the
end of the 12™ century AH. At the beginning of this period, some
Indian scholars paid attention to Mir Damad's views in the course of
compiling textbooks on logic and philosophy. These works became
recognized and established in the schools with the establishment of
the “Nizami Class” program, attracting the attention of
commentators, expositors and teachers of these texts to Mir
Damad’s opinions. In this way, and through the traditional system
of teaching and learning the rational sciences, his philosophical
thought spread throughout India.
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e The consolidation period: from the beginning of the 13™ century
to the middle of the 14™ century AH, Some of Mir Damad's works
were turned into textbooks, and various references and
interpretations emerged during this period. The scope of the
controversy over his views also widened, and serious critics and
defenders of Mir Damad appeared in the Indian scholarly circles.

Focusing on the third period and examining the works of Indian scholars
in the context of textual traditions, the authors have shown that from the
beginning of the 13" century to the middle of the 14" century, the
scientific circles of the subcontinent showed considerable interest in the
works and opinions of Mir Damad. Moreover, some of his works have
become philosophical textbooks, and numerous commentaries and glosses
have appeared on them.

Methodology

In the first part of the article, after a brief introduction to the important
textual traditions in the scientific circles of India, the authors have
presented an extensive report on the introduction of al-Ufiig al-Mubin
(The Clear Horizon) to the textual traditions, prominent teachers and its
teaching centres in the Indian subcontinent, focusing on the fields of
theology, logic and philosophy. This is done by tracing historical
references and their precise classification. In order to compile the second
part of the article, in addition to biographies and historical sources, some
thirty-five works by figures associated with textual traditions in the form
of manuscripts and lithographic books were collected from various
libraries in Iran, India, Pakistan and Uzbekistan and meticulously
researched.

The result of these studies was a series of biographical accounts and an
index of the frequency of historical figures' encounters with Mir Damad.
This vast and scattered information, after editing and arranging, is
presented in the form of twenty entries and charts.

Findings
According to the analysis of historical and textual data from the beginning
of the 13™ century to the middle of the 14™ century AH, the following
results were made:
e Fazl-e-Haq Khairabadi in the early 13" century AH, while officially
teaching al-Ufuq al-Mubin, making it one of the advanced
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educational texts of philosophy. Thus, al-Ufig al-Mubin became
one of the textual traditions that produced many commentaries and
glosses.

e The works and theories of Mir Damad became a centre of great
attention in India. Of the various regions of the subcontinent,
Lucknow and Rampur and the surrounding religions (the present
state of Uttar Pradesh) contributed most to the scientific encounter
with Mir Damad, followed by Aurangabad and Nonahra.

¢ Indian scientists have paid attention to a wide range of views of Mir
Damad in the field of logic, natural sciences and metaphysics.
However, among these theories, the two philosophical theories of
“simple creation of quiddity” and “meta-temporal creation” and the
two logical theories of “predication” and “simple-if” respectively
have the most frequency.

Conclusion

Mir Damad's philosophical thought is considered one of the turning points
in the historical presence of the works and opinions of Iranian
philosophers in the Indian subcontinent. Focusing on the period of
consolidation, this article has shown how Mir Damad’s works and
opinions entered the period of consolidation after entering India and
publishing in the scientific circles of that land from the beginning of the
13" century AH. During this period, when the textual traditions of the
intellectual sciences in the subcontinent were in the stage of “margin on
margin/commentary”’, some works of Mir Damad - such as al-Ufuq al-
Mubin and al-limadhat- became independent textual traditions, and
various margins and commentaries emerged on their axis. The scope of
the controversy over Mir Damad's views also widened, and serious critics
and defenders of him appeared in Indian academic circles. These
scientific debates were based on Mir Damad’s theories in logic, natural
sciences and metaphysics - such as “simple creation of quiddity,” “meta-
temporal creation,” “predication,” “simple-if,” and so on.
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