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Death has a deep connection with the thought system of
philosophers and different interpretations of death have been made
in philosophical schools. Plato and Sadra have provided reflections
on death. By examining the works of Plato and Sadra, we find that
in the works of these two, there is another death called voluntary
death, which is realized by human effort and creating a separation
between the soul and the body. It seems that this word has a deep
connection with knowledge and ethics in the thought of Plato and
Sadra. The main problem of this article is to deal with what
voluntary death is and to examine the ruling relationship between
this component and knowledge and ethics in the thought of Plato
and Sadra. The authors try to analyze the elements of the statement
by comparative analysis and in a descriptive-analytical manner. The
result of the present research shows that in the eyes of these two
philosophers, voluntary death, knowledge and ethics have a single
function. The importance of these ancient writings is that the
abstract state of the metaphysical vocabulary of Plato and Sadra is
explained in the form of concrete concepts such as death and
morality.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Death is one of the fundamental concepts of the philosophers' intellectual
system, on this basis, various interpretations with different approaches to
this concept have been formed throughout the history of philosophy. Plato
and Sadra also discussed this concept. In addition to talking about natural
death, these two also mention voluntary death. Although Plato does not
explicitly use this word in his dialogue, Sadra has used this concept in his
speech. In the philosophical system of these two philosophers, there is a
close connection between the concept of voluntary death, knowledge and
ethics. In such a way that it can be claimed that there is an implicit
agreement between these three concepts. The next article will deal with
different aspects of this issue.

Methods

In this article, the author is trying to describe and analyze the relationship
between the concept of death and knowledge and ethics in the
philosophical reflections of these two philosophers and measure the
differences and commonalities of the two philosophical systems in the
circle of this position.

Resuits

The findings of the present research indicate that a comparative study of
the concepts of knowledge and ethics in the thought of these two
philosophers can be an independent research topic.

Conclusion

From what has been said, it appears that voluntary death can be explained
by Plato's and Sadra's ideas about the soul and the body and the types of
relationship between the two. In Plato's belief, soul and body have
inherent distinction and these two have two independent and separate
natures.

Unlike Plato, Sadra believes that the soul needs a material body to
exist, so that the existence of the soul starts from the material world. In
this way, the soul and the body are like a single object, which is called the
soul on one side and the body on the other side, and the ruling
relationship between them is thinness to reality, which is the thin body of



125 An explanation of the coordinates of Islamic humanities based on.../ Alitabar

this object and its true soul. Based on this, the opinion of these two
philosophers about the relationship between the soul and the body has
serious differences and is not in line with each other.

According to Plato, the soul and the body are connected through a
transcendental relationship, and on the other hand, the soul interacts with
the body through its will. Sadra's speech about the physical occurrence
and the spiritual survival of the soul actually refers to these two types of
relationship between the soul and the body, which indicates that these two
philosophers are on the same page in this matter.

In Plato's reflections, we are faced with two types of separation, that is,
the death of soul and body, and in Sadra's thought, we are faced with two
types of transcendence. According to Plato, separation and death occur
naturally in the first case, which happens at the end of a person's life due
to metaphysical necessity.

Sadra also explains death as the transcendence of the soul from the
body according to his idea of the relationship between the soul and the
body; In this way, the soul is elevated from its material level, which is the
material body, by means of a material movement, that is, the soul is
separated from its physical body in a material sense by the existential
promotion and evolves existentially.

Sadras, in line with Plato, also mention another separation, which
refers to the contradiction and volitional transcendence of the soul and the
body, and is achieved through human effort.

According to Plato, the soul should always be evasive from the body
and keep itself free from the cage of the body. Sadr al-Mutalahin also
believes in a different kind of exaltation of the soul from the body about
voluntary movement. He considers this exaltation to be voluntary death,
which depends on the human will; In such a way that man, with his
voluntary actions, causes the separation of the soul from the body, and
this causes the essential exaltation of the soul and elevates it to the stage
of celibacy; On this basis, voluntary death occurs. With this explanation,
it becomes clear that the course of regression cannot be equated with the
truth of voluntary death, because voluntary death is a movement towards
transcendence, and on the other hand, it frees a person from the
attachments of the body, not that in this process, the soul is more than in
the past. Material relations fall.

In the thought of these two philosophers, since cognitive and moral
volitional actions are considered two important categories that cause the
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soul to separate from the body and attain existential excellence and be
elevated to the status of rationality; For this reason, they are related to the
truth of voluntary death, which is the voluntary separation of the soul
from the body. In this way, in the eyes of these two philosophers,
voluntary death, knowledge and ethics take on a single function.
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