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One of the most central topics since the beginning of philosophy is
movement and transformation, which has had tremendous effects on
other sciences. Along with the explanation of movement by
philosophers, its need for a stimulus is the most important part of
this issue. Analyzing the history of thought shows two views on this
issue among philosophers. Some deny movement and change in the
universe and believe in stability and stillness, while others consider
the universe and its phenomena to be constantly moving and
changing. Aristotle and Avicenna are two philosophers who explain
the movement in the universe and its phenomena with a logical and
rational method and consider the stimulus of movement as an
external factor that does not undergo transformation and is the cause
of the movement of other phenomena. And this external stimulus is
called the primary stimulus. In the view of both, passion is the link
between the mover and the stimulus, based on which Aristotle
believes only in the first mover, and to prove it, he brings the proof
of movement; But Avicenna, in addition to believing in the prime
mover and explaining that it is the cause of movement for other
phenomena, mentions the prime mover as the creator and the cause
of creation and departs from Aristotle in this regard. Both
philosophers consider the prime mover to be eternal, unique, simple,
essential, living, the source of goodness, goodness, pleasure, and
happiness, and they prove these characteristics with reasons and
proofs.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Motion is one of the important subjects in the realms of philosophy and
science, particularly physics. This topic has been subject of investigations
since the inception of philosophical thought. The pre-Socratic
philosophers seeking the arché of universe, proposed two views on
motion. Philosophers such as Heraclitus believed that universe and its
phenomena are constantly in motion, while another group of philosophers
like Parmenides believed in immobility of universe. After that, Plato
synthesized the elements of both two viewpoints into his thought,
attributing immobility to the world of forms and change and motion to the
world of shadows, which is the real world. Aristotle, a student of Plato,
centered his natural philosophy and physics on the concept of motion and
its relationship with time and place, presenting it as the key to
understanding the universe. According to Aristotle, the study of motion is
the inner core of natural philosophy. Centuries after Aristotle, his
interpreters such as Al-Farabi and Avicenna (Ibn Sina) tried to give an
account of motion and its causes. Avicenna addresses motion as a subject
in the domain of physics, describing it as an inherent property of objects,
which continuously subjects them to change.

Methodology

In the present descriptive-analytical study, phenomenology is used to
conduct a comparative study on the views of Aristotle and Avicenna on
this subject. Initially, the meaning of motion from the perspectives of both
philosophers is presented, and then the necessity of a mover, the first
mover, and its properties will be discussed.

Research Findings

a) Aristotle uses the terms entelecheia and actuality to account for
motion, because motion is the actuality of a potentiality. Potentiality
refers to a disposition for a certain quality that is absent at that moment.
Everything is potential relative to two kinds of perfection. The first kind
is the goal that the object desires, and the second is the motion towards
that goal. The first kind of perfection described by Aristotle corresponds
to Avicenna's concept of primary perfection, which is motion itself. The
second kind of Aristotelian perfection corresponds to achieving other
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perfections, according to Avicenna, wherein an object moves towards
additional perfections.

b) Aristotle and Avicenna reject the idea of motion as an inherent
quality of objects and assert that motion requires an external mover.
Because , If motion were an inherent quality of the moving objects,
objects should also be able to be the cause of stillness or effect a motion
contrary to their natural tendency, which is not the case.

C) Aristotle believes that the first mover is pure actuality, because for
motion to occur and for potentiality to become actuality, there must be an
entity that is itself not potential and precedes all other entities. Avicenna
accepts Aristotle's argument regarding the first mover and introduces the
notion that the mover and the moved are two separate entities. He refutes
the idea that mover as a pre-requisite of motion by proving impossibility
of an infinite regress among movers and things moved, inferring that this
chain of causation must terminate in an entity that is intrinsically
unmoved.

D) Aristotle and Avicenna both present impetus as a principle to prove
the need for the first mover in actualization of motion.

E) According to Aristotle and Avicenna, motion is necessarily in the
universe, and all phenomena are involved in this process that is induced
by an external unmoved mover. Aristotle and Avicenna refer to this
external mover as the first mover.

F) Both philosophers consider the first mover to be eternal,
incorporeal, indivisible, pure actuality, living, the source of goodness and
euphoria.

G) The main distinction between Avicenna's and Aristotle's views on
the subject of research is that while Aristotle does not consider the first
mover to be a creator or a producer, attributing certain qualities to it that
correspond to those of Avicenna's first mover, Avicenna regards the first
mover as the creator and the efficient cause.

Conclusion

According to Aristotle, motion is the actualization of potentiality.
Potentiality refers to a disposition for a certain quality that is absent at
that moment. Therefore, everything has potentiality relative to two kinds
of perfections. The first kind is the goal that the object desires, and the
second kind is the motion towards that goal. The first kind of perfection,
according to Aristotle, corresponds to Avicenna's concept of primary



History of Islamic Philosophy/ Vol.3/ Issu.10/ Summer.2024 98

perfection, which includes motion, while the second kind corresponds to
achieving other perfections, according to Avicenna. Both philosophers
consider any motion to be caused by an external agent. This is because if
motion were an intrinsic quality of objects, it would necessitate that
motion arises from their essence, allowing them to act as both mover and
moved, or to move contrary to the natural tendency of any natural body,
which is not the case. Both Aristotle and Avicenna define this natural
tendency as impetus and believe that it is the driving force of motion.
Aristotle identifies this external factor as the first mover and proves its
existence using the first principle. On the other hand, in addition to
believing in the first mover, Avicenna also recognizes it as the creator and
the efficient cause. Both philosophers consider the first mover to be
eternal, corporeal, indivisible, pure actuality, living, the source of
goodness, pleasure, and euphoria, and draw on reasoning and arguments
to prove these attributes.
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