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The Book of Salvation (al-Najat) is one of Avicenna's most significant
works, encompassing essays on logic, natural science, theology, and
mathematics. The latter section was added by al-Jawjazani, drawing from
Avicenna's mathematical writings. The theology part presents Avicenna's
metaphysical principles and his %mal views on metaphysics. The section on
resurrection is a central topic within the theology part. Avicenna states in the
introduction that one of his objectives in writing the Book of Salvation was
to provide a philosophical exfplanation of resurrection. In this theology,
Avicenna bases his account of resurrection on various principles from his
{)he?lretical and practical philosophy, making it, in fact, a culmination of
oth.

Since all currently published versions of the theology section of the Book of
Salvation fail to meet the standards of a critical edition and have overlooked
the valuable early manuscript of Murad Molla 1410, they cannot be
regarded as critically edited texts. This highlights the necessity of producing
a proper critical edition. The Murad Molla 1410 manuscript was transcribed
by Ridwan b. al-Sa‘ati, a sixth-century AH scholar, and underwent a
thorough comparison with other manuscripts and works by Avicenna for
fifteen years after its transcription. At the end of this manuscript, there are
five "balagh" notes (collation statements ceﬁi{ging that the manuscript was
collated with a more original copy held by the teacher and confirmed to
match it). Additionally, numerous other collation statements appear
throughout the manuscript. The scribe also inserted valuable marginal notes,
com}?aring the Book of Salvation with Avicenna's other works, including the
Boo do)f Healing (al-Shifa’) and Origin and Destination (al-Mabda’ wa-1-
Ma‘ad).

Given the importance of resurrection in Avicenna's intellectual system and
the theology of the Book of Salvation, this article prioritizes and presents a
critical edition of the resurrection section of the book. The edition is based
on three early and valuable manuscripts from the sixth century AH, housed
in the following libraries: Astan-i Quds Razavi, Harag¢i Oglu, and Murad
Molla. These manuscripts surpass all other extant copies in terms of both
temporal precedence and accuracy. The article offers an analysis of the
resurrection section in the theology of the Book of Salvation and provides a
detailed codicology of these three manuscripts.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Over two hundred books and treatises are attributed to Avicenna, some of
which are extensive and encyclopedic in nature, including the Book of
Salvation. This work encompasses sections on logic, natural science,
mathematics, and theology. The theology section presents Avicenna’s
metaphysical system and addresses key problems in metaphysics.
Notably, the theology of the Book of Salvation closely resembles that of
the Book of Healing, while the second article of the theology in the Book
of Salvation bears similarities to Origin and Destination (al-Mabda’ wa-1-
Ma‘ad). However, a closer examination reveals that, contrary to common
belief, the theology of the Book of Salvation is not merely a summary of
the Book of Healing, nor does the second article fully correspond to
Origin and Destination. Instead, there are significant differences, with
many passages from the Book of Healing either substantially edited or
omitted in the Book of Salvation.

The Book of Salvation has two introductions. In the first, Avicenna
outlines his objective for writing the book, explaining that a group of his
peers requested him to compile a work containing essential knowledge.
By mastering this knowledge, they could distinguish themselves from the
common people and be counted among the intellectual elite, acquiring
proficiency in philosophical principles. According to this introduction,
they asked Avicenna to present the principles of logic, natural science,
geometry, arithmetic, cosmology (hay'a), music, and theology in the
clearest and most concise manner possible. They also sought guidance on
resurrection, ethics, and practical deeds to attain "salvation" from
misguidance. One of their specific requests was a philosophical account
of resurrection. A review of Avicenna's works shows that a major
distinction of the theological section in The Book of Salvation is its
significant expansion of the resurrection topic, providing the most
detailed philosophical account of how the soul separates from the body
compared to his other works. While Avicenna revisits similar ideas in
Origin and Destination, his discussion of resurrection in The Book of
Salvation is more eloquent, comprehensive, and systematically presented
(see the forthcoming critical edition, 2024, p. 388). Therefore, since his
treatment of resurrection in The Book of Healing adds nothing new to that
of The Book of Salvation, the latter offers Avicenna's finest exposition on
resurrection. In these works, Avicenna acknowledges bodily resurrection
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as outlined in religious teachings, but he presents a rational formulation of
resurrection that pertains solely to the soul, which does not contradict
religious doctrine. Avicenna’s philosophical approach, deeply intertwined
with his views on the analysis of pleasure, pain, and true happiness,
provides a valuable model for understanding the path of life and the
essence of genuine happiness.

Since all currently published versions of the theology section of the
Book of Salvation fail to meet the standards of a critical edition and have
overlooked the valuable early manuscript of Murad Molla 1410, they
cannot be regarded as critically edited texts. This highlights the necessity
of producing a proper critical edition. The Murad Molla 1410 manuscript
was transcribed by Ridwan b. al-Sa‘at1, a sixth-century AH scholar, and
underwent a thorough comparison with other manuscripts and works by
Avicenna for fifteen years after its transcription. At the end of this
manuscript, there are five "balagh" notes (collation statements certifying
that the manuscript was collated with a more original copy held by the
teacher and confirmed to match it). Additionally, numerous other
collation statements appear throughout the manuscript. The scribe also
inserted valuable marginal notes, comparing the Book of Salvation with
Avicenna's other works, including the Book of Healing (al-Shifa’) and
Origin and Destination (al-Mabda” wa-1-Ma‘ad).

Given the importance of resurrection in Avicenna's intellectual system
and the theology of the Book of Salvation, this article prioritizes and
presents a critical edition of the resurrection section of the book. The
edition is based on three early and valuable manuscripts from the sixth
century AH, housed in the following libraries: Astan-i Quds Razavi,
Haraggi Oglu, and Murad Molla. These manuscripts surpass all other
extant copies in terms of both temporal precedence and accuracy. The
article offers an analysis of the resurrection section in the theology of the
Book of Salvation and provides a detailed codicology of these three
manuscripts.

Method

The three manuscripts from Astan-i Quds Razavi, Harag¢i Oglu, and
Murad Molla are not only the earliest among the extant manuscripts, but,
as a comparison of their content with other manuscripts reveals, they are
also the most accurate. Among these three, although the Harag¢i Oglu and
Murad Molla manuscripts are later than the Astan manuscript, they are
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preferable. One reason for this is their more precise transcription of the
text, and another is that the scribes of the Harag¢i Oglu and Murad Molla
manuscripts were scholars from the sixth and seventh centuries AH.
Therefore, the Astan manuscript is less preferable to these two. However,
despite their antiquity, the Haraggi Oglu and Murad Molla manuscripts
were transcribed from distinct early sources, allowing them to
complement each other. For this reason, none of the three manuscripts
serves as the base for our critical edition; instead, our methodology is
collative (in which no manuscript is considered more basic).

Findings

Given what Avicenna presents in this section, it is essential to reflect on

the following:

1. In the theology of The Book of Salvation, Avicenna explicitly
acknowledges bodily resurrection based on religious teachings and the
Prophet’s report. Additionally, he provides a rational explanation of a
resurrection exclusive to the soul, grounded in his account of true
pleasure, pain, and ultimate happiness.

2. In this section, Avicenna presents a compelling connection between
theoretical and practical wisdom on the one hand, and the true
happiness of the soul on the other. He asserts that a happy individual is
one who continuously acquires philosophical knowledge and reforms
their practical conduct. Thus, according to Avicenna, theoretical and
practical wisdom are not merely educational or didactic fields but play
a direct and decisive role in shaping the course of human life and the
afterlife.

3. Contrary to al-Farabi, who limits resurrection to souls whose secondary
perfections have been actualized, Avicenna asserts that all human souls
survive bodily death. He further explains that even "ignorant" souls,
which have not attained rational truths, can be recipients of divine
mercy, provided they are not tainted by vices.

4. Avicenna attributes to certain scholars the view that some naive
(ignorant) souls join celestial bodies, making this attribution in both
Origin and Destination and Remarks and Admonitions (al-Isharat wa-1-
Tanbihat). In his commentary on the latter, Khwaja Nasir al-Din al-
TusT suggests that Avicenna is referring to al-Farabi. However, a
review of al-Farabi’s works indicates that he did not propose such a
view regarding the fate of souls.
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For the purpose of criticizing the method chosen by the "mystics" in
their theological inferences, Ibn Rushd attributes two claims to
them: one- the mystics do not believe in theoretical methods and,
two- the mystics believe in knowledge only by adorning the soul
with lust, and induction from God. is formed He believes that the
only proof of the Sufis for these claims is the appearance of verses
from the Qur'an; But the appearances of the mentioned verses are
not enough to prove their meaning. In order for a method to be
justified and acceptable, it must simultaneously estimate the three
components of "generality", "compatibility with the appearances of
the Qur'an", and "compatibility with the framework of Aristotelian
logic". According to him, the "mystic" method does not have any of
the three mentioned components.

We assume Ibn Rushd's understanding of mysticism and do not
question its correctness. Then we argue that: (1) it is possible to
provide a logical formulation of the claims attributed to the Sufis; A
formulation that is compatible even with Ibn Rushd's
methodological assumptions. (2) The appearance of disputed verses
can equally prove both Sufis' claim and Ibn Rushd's claim. (3) Ibn
Rushd is faced with semantic skepticism in his search for the
Qur'an's verses, (4) In his semantics, Ibn Rushd chose interpretation
based on the foundations of Aristotelian philosophy; This way of
interpreting is neither general nor compatible with the appearances
of the Qur'an; Therefore, the objection that Ibn Rushd makes to
Sufis is self-defeating.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The dispute over the possibility or impossibility of proving God, and
providing the best reason for proving his existence, is one of the most
important controversies in the philosophy of religion. The question of
God's existence is the most important theological issue in most
theological systems. Assuming the possibility of proving God's existence
is accepted, three basic questions arise:

(1) What is the best way to prove God?

(2) Is belief in God a prerequisite for accepting a method of proving
God, or do we first choose an established method of proving God, and
then start proving God based on that method?

(3) What is the science attributed to God? Is the only possible method
a method that falls within the realm of Aristotelian forms of logic, and is
it possible to study and search for said method in the form of an
Aristotelian form of logic?

Of these three emerging methodological conflicts, only (3) has been
addressed; we have pursued it in light of the conflict between Averroes
and Sufism, and have shown that even by referring to Averroes' views, a
justifiable formulation of Sufi claims can be obtained.

It must be noted that we have assumed Averroes' understanding of Sufi
claims as a Muslim, and we do not dispute its validity; we have gone to
Averroes' epistemological and logical views to prove this claim that what
Averroes attributes to the Sufi is consistent and justified with his
principles, and that the Sufi has nothing to do with any of Averroes'
criticisms.

Method
In this research, we have followed the method of philosophical analysis; a
priori epistemological analysis; that is, we ignore all psychological and
social background evidence so that the discussion can proceed in a
completely rational manner. Intuition is independent of the knower's
experiences; the previous methods are methods that rely entirely on our
intellectual intuition; in this set of methods the researcher can conduct the
research even if they do not have any empirical data.

However, a posteriori methods are directly related to our psychological
and social experiences, so that these methods cannot be used without
empirical data. Our research is text-oriented and starts with reference to
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Averroes' main texts. This means that we made his treatise Al-Kashf the
centerpiece of the analysis, and then by referring to his other works, we
proved the inconsistency of his claims in his attribution and criticisms of
Sufism.

Findings

1. Averroes did not have a justified and accurate understanding of Sufi
claims; nor was he able to properly articulate their epistemological and
semantic foundations.

2. Sufi claims can also be compatible with Averroes' analytical approach;
that is, Averroes is committed to accepting Sufi claims even on his
own epistemological and logical grounds.

3. Sufis have not made claims against Qur'anic phenomena; their
disagreement with Averroes is in the interpretation, explanation, and
exemplification of Qur'anic phenomena, not in the principle of proof of
Qur'anic phenomena.

4. The epistemological foundations of Sufism have much in common with
psychological epistemology, especially with the philosophical views of
John Stuart Mill; both pay attention, in the process of acquiring
knowledge, to the mental and emotional state of the knower and offer
an enlightened interpretation of it.

5. Averroes' semantics does not have a systematic and defensible structure
because inference from appearances cannot be identified and defined
within the framework of Aristotelian logic, and this logic fails to
provide a solution for finding appearances; therefore, he finally suffers
from a kind of “semantic skepticism”

Conclusion

1. Averroes' Sufi claim is not alien to Aristotelian logical reasoning.

2. The Sufi claim has the potential to be compatible with Averroes'
epistemological premises.

3. The formulation of the mystic's claim may be compatible with the
foundations of psychological epistemology - an epistemological theory
that holds that knowledge formation depends on the mental states of
the knowing subject.

4. Another reason Averroes gives for criticizing the Sufi doctrine is the
incompatibility of the Sufi's claims with Qur'anic manifestations. This
issue is also not included because, first, the Qur'anic manifestations
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refer to both Averroes' and Sufis' claims equally; second, Averroes'
method of semantics is ineffective, does not clarify the meanings of the
verses, and ultimately leads to semantic doubt. Thirdly, the
contradiction with the Qur'anic phenomenon alone is not a proof of the
invalidity of the claim, because Ibn Rushd also deviated from the
phenomenon many times.



(ool s 35 8y

hpi.aletaha :a, pi5 colw

YAAN-Y - AY: S 20l Ll

<E&;

b1l Je 59e] g Lozt

OLaYl 40 ddgain gy 3 Wb yoml SWE (b ) 4

T Ao san s | T g a5 acbo 6 | 1 o gle o) suoma

majidza.al1993@gmail.com
nazari.fa90@gmail.com

ahmad.fazeli@gmail.com

(U 5o 08y ) o8 018l eclipl 0aSiisly ( 3ME gdduls (638> (ggomitily )
oo oLl el oaSLiily ( GME] (gadudd (¢8> gl Y
o olSly bl 0aSLily ( gM3 04,8 JLuiils ¥

oSS

o ol

80 ilony 35 095 SLaaVl slabliwl ;o adgaie a5 sy b Bandy Ayl
9L (Y 9 25,185 yols (o5 1a5 oLy, 4 abgunto () 2483 o Cand Ul & Lo
ol ol Lol fcwl 1,5 51 SUT ol coled opl o ldgo > o el Aiixo
sl Josie g 4550 ASL')T Sl Uhe) S i odiny (LD guaito sl gl el
by b @Bl 5«15 ol L ()5l Ciuagasy ailfo aw plojen Ll
1y oA batiS 4 ilfo dus | Syt Cabgaion b gl kil 2900 ) € oo Bhate
wiS o3 250 O 100 1 9 mnS oo LPase |y ddgate Sl byl od Lo )l
g dn 00 83l Cad sl 1 lssiise () 14wyl e JVol Ly 5
Sl B b (o 48 sl o wb sl g b g dhate b 50
o 515 e GLwSs 4 gl 3,90 LTyl (¥ a8l ,85ke 00l (B Ld by,
o3 laygrbs > adycnl (V) 8yl slesa oa g 25 Ll ) ldgo slesa
Ep s ooy J g gyonlil g s (Bliliae cuSIS5 4 o] 3 L
Iy coghay) (saiald o poboly Jaglh o9 (golisdline 3 Lyl (F ]y sla]
il 5 )8 mlels b s g )0y Comges 45 (13,5 sl 096 a0y 35 0
5SS Ayl (B sl (B3 g3 S o D)lg ddguate 4y Myl aS (o3l ] gy cnljl
Jrosb o ogha) Sldgsio b gl ogs Ll 48 o o gt 1y gl 3>

Cawl 03)S" LS KCuogas? g €MLY o )y cpl (55559 00 & yolio

1l £od
gy Al
bl s &6
\EY/ 2l ¥
16555k &,
VE¥/-AINY
ey &,
VE¥/ LAY
B F IR
VEP/NV -/

S o3l
‘uij; 1) 4 rolc u)'ta.’/
ale duols o,el]
2 slad i

diuls g, L5l )3 abgate gy yr ddyopl (slads b)) (VFT) denlipw ( Lol aabld (o s tame cugle Sloj 3 Uil

https://doi.org/10.22034/hpi.2024.474949.1100

bl Jle 3550] dunsge 2 pails
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/hpi.2024.474949.1100

NB=Y-0 (F) ¥ oM

BY NC



\i'Y'&\.:.....n)"\Y BJM grr&d\nﬂ sd)\a»‘Mé)U vf

IPRYS
s Sol il bl gy L el ol 2 a4 s sl L
Olsn Lgs Il 5 ol a3 @”L o o=l s Ol LS S sl 6l s
(Slaa¥ldaly s s i U G Kol 5 08 4 o I bl gl L) 5SSl
5 S e el i Lyl ) T 5 e S5k ol sla 35 55 o) sa
s e dalys s SLa¥lgla g, e SaSIUs o 6ol 3 gm0 S oLl

B e cmdie L o3 53 Ol 4 SO 1y bt S0 5 ¢ gt gla by,
Sl 3 M5l B, SO L s o3 me Sle 4 S ool cil
S S s Sy 3 il sla s pldl s g1l D I 3 a5 e
oS ity b sy S50 ol Oy e b 55 sl sdoaladl ATy o
35500 B0l 5 ledanslr [l lwa Stasn tooul | e e p
S Ol Sl Sl S 5 S s el e B i e ol
5 31l 3l ey el 5 il s 1 aas OF el a1 3
53 sw\‘m&w},; G Ll s o &1l Oles o 31 (glous 05 S Loy ol
Co IS sy bgm 5 05 o axdlIS 5l L 3 e s sel Eash Slesed ol
g s L a8 sl mn Glon 31 s OF ot 5 s 1 4 3500 35000 B0
L (lalbacs me oig —wy) e ely sin ol o L».a)\:m}:_“uu_ﬁa.u
i S ol o kil (glaas 2 5l Jatne 1l sty sl el S
La Sy slacws ol ja eyl le _;lbolbj_@ﬁil{db&&l) PLRR I N D)
Lol Sl a2 s 3 oS e3ls M;@AJ?\J“}JHSJA)JJ Ll 55 o ol
Dy dogm Lo rbdanels 5 ot Wity slaan 20 b alals o ey b 035
Seamg b By slanws ol o) 8 Ol o slaesls O S glo S LS
Sl 55ty s o cetd 0L 6 ol 0T oty gt cpl & o)Ll 31

‘)MJ-&‘)@WCJ—?LMJ&&JPJM\ﬁéw}w‘)}?mﬁuﬂﬁj&m

1. a posteriori
2. a priori
3. bracketing



