Ale-Taha Institute of Higher Education

History of Islamic Philosophy
Home Page: hpi.aletaha

Online ISSN: 2981-2097

Exploration of the Issue of Knowledge in the Thought of
Sadr al-Mutahalin with Emphasis on Epistemological

Ishaq Aban!

Discussions

| Mohammad Hossein Irandoos
Eynollah Khademi?

t2IZ|

1. PhD student of Islamic philosophy and theology, Azad University, Qom branch.

E-mail: isaacaban3325@gmail.com

2. Assistant Professor of Islamic Azad University, Qom branch.

E-mail: mohirandoost@gmail.com

3. Full Professor, Department of Philosophy and Theology, Shahid Rajaei Teacher Training

University, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: e_khademi@sru.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received

2024/08/22

Received in revised form
2024/11/16

Accepted

2024/11/16

Published online
2025/06/25

Keywords:

cognition, cognitive
method, Masdara,
conception, verification.

Awareness of the nature of knowledge, understanding the principle
of knowledge, the possibility of access to it, and also realizing its
limitations facilitates comprehension. The nature of knowledge in
Transcendent Philosophy is a phenomenon and concept that can be
applied in scientific, practical, and civil domains, and in fact, it is
certain scientific knowledge that can also encompass social
phenomena. In the philosophy of Sadr al-Mutahalin, knowledge and
its sources have hierarchies, which from a mystical perspective, in
Transcendent Wisdom are in the order of reality, law, and path.
Mulla Sadra is opposed to methodological exclusivism and,
therefore, is not limited to a specific approach; rather, he utilizes
various methods. These methods include empirical, rational,
mystical, and revelatory approaches. From Mulla Sadra's viewpoint,
sensory perceptions of particulars take precedence over rational
perceptions of universals. If sensory perceptions of particulars are
absent, reason will not be able to grasp universals, whether
conceptual or assertive, and whether self-evident or theoretical.
From the perspective of Sadr al-Mutahalin, sensory awareness and
the perception of the tangible are the origins of the formation of
initial concepts and human perceptions. It is worth noting that an
individual's perception of themselves precedes all other perceptions,
but this perception should be regarded as one of the immediate
perceptions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Based on the system of transcendental wisdom, four sources of
knowledge can be mentioned: reason, revelation, intuition and experience.
These four sources are among the epistemic sources of sublime wisdom.
In fact, transcendental wisdom benefits from a kind of epistemic
pluralism. Transcendental wisdom, unlike previous wisdoms, has the
characteristic that it uses different sources of knowledge and has
institutionalized this multiplicity of knowledge; For example, if the
epistemic source of mysticism and intuition is taken from transcendental
wisdom, naturally, a major feature and possibility of this system is taken
from it. In fact, one of the specialties of transcendental wisdom is the
presence of mysticism alongside evidence and the Qur'an. According to
Ayatollah Javadi, what made the transcendental wisdom transcendental
wisdom is this mysticism, and the most important factor that led the late
Sadr al-Muttalahin from the wisdom of masha and irshraq to the
transcendental wisdom was the issues of mysticism, Lakzaei, 2016, p.
159.

If we want to speak based on the skepticism of transcendental wisdom,
we must point out that the epistemic pluralism of transcendental wisdom
can be considered as skepticism. In fact, each of the sources is useful for a
person at different times and directs his behavior and politics and
determines his horizons and soul and behavior and brings him closer to
achieving his goals. Therefore, multiple aspects of knowledge enable the
seeker and politician to acquire knowledge and correct actions, and take
into account a comprehensive view of the phenomena and give it
coherence.

Some researchers consider Mulla Sadra's view of reason to be a
coherent view; In this sense, Sadr al-Mutalahin does not want to accept
parts of the principles as the unchanging foundations of reason and then
commit to its results and not allow those results and foundations to
change, rather he wants to look at reason with a systematic and
explanatory view. In fact, since Mulla Sadra's epistemological view is
coherent, the different parts of this epistemic system must be consistent
with each other. If the goal is to reach the truth, reason should be able to
help us reach the truth, and even beyond this, it should be able to
rationally justify other ways to reach the truth, i.e. the way of revelation,
revelations and mystical data, and observations or experimental studies.
Lakzaei, 1387b, pp. 346-349. In any case, we can mention such a plurality
and that each of them can complete the human knowledge. Also, in
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another point of view, it has been emphasized that in the topic of
transcendental wisdom, we should talk about two things: one is the
possibility and limits of knowledge and the other is the levels and sources
of knowledge.

In this research, firstly, the problem of the possibility of knowledge
and its foundations will be proposed and investigated, then the important
topic of methodology and methodological components of the realization
of knowledge in Mulla Sadra's thought will be emphasized, then the
problem of perception and recognition as two important epistemological
components of the discussion will be discussed. and at this stage, the
origin of the creation of imagination and recognition and the initial
perceptions of human beings will be formulated.

Method

In this article, by examining and studying the possibility of the limits of
knowledge in Mulla Sadra's philosophy, the scope of the possibility of
access, as well as the scope of knowledge, its foundations and methods
are also discussed, and also the component of knowledge is also
examined in detail.

Results

In this research, the epistemological sources and criteria of desirability in
Mulla Sadra's opinions and works were questioned, and in that four
epistemological sources of reason, revelation, intuition and experience
were pointed out and clarified that the sublime wisdom has a kind of
epistemic pluralism and has institutionalized it in itself. . On the other
hand, these sources can be considered with a skeptical look. In the
following, the possibility and limits of knowledge and the levels and
sources of knowledge were examined and it was emphasized that in the
philosophy of Sadr al-Mutalahin, the principle and possibility of
knowledge is possible; In addition, the sources of knowledge also have
levels. Mulla Sadra's view of revelation is an advanced view and it
belongs to him. According to his philosophy, knowledge can only be
achieved in the light of revelation, and revelation is very important along
with reason and sense.

The discussion of methodology in Mulla Sadra's philosophy deals with
the question of what kind of methods the transcendental philosopher uses
to take advantage of these sources with regard to various epistemological
sources. While he approves all the rational and evidential, mystical and
intuitive, Qur'anic and revealed methods, as well as sensory and
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experimental methods, there is room for discussion as to whether he
himself used all these methods or not; Although Ghalib has started his
works by referring to his method of analyzing philosophical issues. What
is certain is that Mulla Sadra paid special attention to the source of
revelation

and has approached this source by using rational, mystical and
narrative methods and has used it in his works. In other words, it can be
said that his method of understanding and receiving revelations is done
through intellect. This method can be traced even in the cases where the
thinker has the effect of narration, and the rational view prevails in it, and
it is clear that the narration must pass under the blade of reason, and in
fact, reason must judge about the narration.

Conclusion
A point that is visible in the method of transcendental wisdom and is
actually used in Mullah Sadra's philosophy is the entanglement of
evidence, mysticism and the Qur'an, based on the three methods produced
by each of them, the absence of conflict between reason and narration and
The discovery is revealed. In any case, it can be said that all methods are
summarized in one method, and this method also has different forms and
degrees. Sadr al-Mutalahin has tried to update the methods used in his
times and not confine himself to a special theological or mystical or
philosophical mashrab, but rather to welcome opposing opinions with the
strength of Sadr in order to know well the positions of error and loopholes
in the systems of knowledge and from them.

stay safe Thus, Mulla Sadra's limit-breaking methodology and his use
of different methods help people to approach social issues in different
ways, to consider different issues and to look at issues with a more
comprehensive and open perspective. The most important epistemological
damage is the narrowness of the methodological approach, which Mulla
Sadra has practically prevented by adopting the methodological pluralism.
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