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Anthropology is one of the fundamental topics of philosophy and
also political philosophy. Every (political) philosopher necessarily
pays special attention to the discussion of man, and by studying the
anthropology of a philosopher, one can better understand his
political view and the effects of this view on society. In a sense,
human knowledge has always been one of the most important
human concerns in different ages. In the meantime, knowing the
political dimension of man helps in better regulation of social
relations. This issue has raised the attention to political anthropology
in universities and research institutes of developed countries. The
question that this article seeks to explain is, how human is the
political man considered by the Islamic humanistic philosopher
Moskowieh. In order to investigate it, it is done based on the
context-oriented method of Quentin Skinner, in such a way that
firstly, it is referred to the time of Ibn Maskowieh and why the
attention to man is analyzed in the period of Al-Boyeh, and then the
analysis of Moskowieh's political anthropology is done. The
findings of the research show that the person considered by
Moskoweh becomes the owner of political rights if he is virtuous.

Cite this article: Dara, J; Kamali Gooki, M (2025). Contextual Analysis of the "Political Human" in the
Thought of Abu Ali Miskawayh A/l-Talwihat, History of Islamic Philosophy, 4 (2), 177-208.
https://doi.org/10.22034/HP1.2024.480864.1103

08

© The Author(s).
Institute.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/HP1.2024.480864.1103

Publisher: Ale-Taha Institute of Higher Education




History of Islamic PhilosophyVol.4/ Issu.14/ Summer.2025 178

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Anthropology is one of the foundational topics in philosophy, particularly
in political philosophy. Every (political) philosopher inevitably devotes
special attention to the question of human nature, and through the study of
a philosopher's anthropological perspective, one can better understand
their political views and the societal implications of these views. In this
sense, the study of "human" has always been a central concern throughout
history. Among these concerns, understanding the political dimension of
human nature significantly contributes to improving the organization of
social relations. This has led to increased attention to political
anthropology in universities and research institutions, particularly in
developed countries.

"Human" is the only being capable of self-reflection and striving for its
own well-being. This unique ability distinguishes humans, granting them
dignity and rights. The capacity for self-reflection has prompted thinkers
throughout history to provide various answers to the question of why
humans are distinct beings. Depending on their intellectual foundations,
thinkers have articulated different reasons for what sets humans apart.
The definition of humanity offered by each school of thought carries
implications for the political rights of individuals.

In this context, the "political human" in this study refers to a person
who, by virtue of possessing a particular characteristic, is deemed eligible
to hold the right to govern.

Methods
This study seeks to analyze the "political human" in the thought of Abu
Ali Miskawayh by situating his ideas within their historical and
intellectual context. In the field of political thought analysis, various
methods have emerged to interpret and evaluate the ideas of political
philosophers. In the past, such studies were primarily descriptive, but
modern approaches increasingly draw on innovative methodologies such
as Spragens' reconstructed logic, Strauss' esoteric reading, and
hermeneutical analyses. One prominent methodology is Quentin Skinner's
approach, which is particularly relevant to the analysis of political
thought.

Skinner's method combines text-based and context-based approaches.
He successfully applied this method to analyze the works of Machiavelli,
tracing changes in the trajectory of Western political thought. Skinner
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posits that every political idea must be analyzed within the political action
context of its time. He emphasizes that political theories are responses to
the specific political challenges of their era, and that these theories can
only be fully understood when situated within their social and political
context.

For example, in his study of Machiavelli, Skinner demonstrates that
the advice offered in *The Prince* to abandon virtue under certain
circumstances was shaped by the political problems of Machiavelli's time.
A key innovation in Skinner's methodology is his distinction between the
meaning of a text and the author's intent. He argues that a comprehensive
understanding of a text requires attention to both aspects: the meaning of
the words and the author's purpose in writing them.

The present study adopts Skinner's context-and-text-based
methodology to analyze Miskawayh's thought. This method not only
critiques and interprets texts using contextual and textual readings but
also considers the intellectual and social environment of the time
(Skinner, 1988, p. 45).

Results

This study investigates the concept of the political human in the thought
of Abu Ali Miskawayh, a prominent philosopher of the Islamic Golden
Age. In Miskawayh's philosophy, reason and ethics are fundamental to
humanity, and the virtuous individual—whom he refers to as *fa'izun*
(the successful)—is central to his conception of the political human.

Miskawayh envisions a hierarchical structure for the political human,
with virtue and ethics serving as prerequisites for holding political office.
This philosophical perspective reflects a broader intellectual tradition
within Islamic civilization, and a closer examination of such views
provides a better understanding of the political human in contemporary
Iran. Therefore, by analyzing the intellectual and historical context of
Miskawayh’s thought, one can better comprehend the rationale behind his
perspective.

Miskawayh's ideas can be viewed as a unifying thread within the
broader Islamic intellectual discourse on the political human, particularly
in the Iranian-Shiite tradition. By studying the intermediary links in this
chain of thought, a deeper understanding of this subject can be achieved.
Miskawayh's philosophical language reveals an elitist perspective on the
political human, which may have roots in the Shiite-oriented worldview
of the Buyid dynasty. The Buyids viewed political rulers as individuals of
virtue and moral character, believing that only a virtuous ruler could
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establish a just society based on religious principles.

While Miskawayh does not explicitly discuss the the theory of
*Imamate* in political affairs, an analytical reading of his thought
suggests that his concept of the virtuous and successful individual
(*fa’izun*) aligns closely with the Shiite notion of the infallible Imam.
This alignment highlights the philosophical underpinnings of
Miskawayh’s ideas and their resonance with the broader Islamic and
Shiite intellectual tradition.

Conclusion

Miskawayh’s political philosophy revolves around the idea of the virtuous

human, whom he considers deserving of the right to govern. His emphasis

on virtue and morality as prerequisites for political leadership reflects an
elitist framework, rooted in the Islamic intellectual tradition.

In the context of contemporary Iran, this study identifies three distinct
types of political humans:

1. **The Traditional Political Human**: This perspective seeks to revive
the ideal of the virtuous and complete individual envisioned by
Miskawayh, ultimately leading to an elitist form of governance.

2. **The Modernist Political Human**: This type follows the Western
worldview and lifestyle, advocating for a secular democratic system of
governance.

3. **The Reformist Political Human**: This perspective strives to
synthesize and reconcile the traditional Islamic viewpoint with
Western modernity, aiming to create a hybrid political model.

Each of these perspectives carries its own advantages and challenges
for contemporary Iran, and their detailed evaluation is left for future
research.
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