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Mulla Sadra has spoken in his books about the relationship between
philosophy and religion and the lack of opposition between the two.
In this regard, he has mentioned religion with various definitions;
definitions such as religion and the path of the prophets, the Book
and the Sunnah, the law of truth, the law of the last of the prophets,
the law of the truth of the divine, the Qur’an, and the authentic
hadiths of the Prophet of Islam. After a precise and documented
explanation of Mulla Sadra's view on the relationship between
philosophy and religion, this study criticizes that view in two stages
based on the duality of the Sunnah and the Tradition; in the first
stage, it shows that every philosophy is such that a religious text can
be obtained in agreement with some of its components, just as there
is no philosophy whose religious texts support all its issues; and in
the second stage, it shows that the claim of opposition or non-
opposition of any philosophy to the "issued religion" is an
unprovable and irrefutable claim that ultimately is not even useful in
the context of a debate with religious people.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Religious philosophers - whether they are followers of Abrahamic religions or
other religions - never present their philosophy in opposition to the religion they
profess; basically, this firm idea in the minds and consciences of religious people
that religion cannot be misleading causes a religious philosopher who considers
himself a seeker of truth to deny the opposition of his philosophy to his religion
Sadr al-Muta’allihin is also like this; in many passages of his philosophical and
interpretative texts, he has denied the opposition of his philosophy to religion.
What happened in his life and the story of his exile to the village of Kahak, as
well as the abandonment of his works until long after his death, as well as the
opposition of groups of religious people - such as the followers of the school of
separation - to the transcendental wisdom shows that his attempt to show that his
philosophy does not conflict with religion was not completely successful. This
study does not discuss the opposition or non-opposition of Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy to religion, but rather aims to critically interpret his statements about
the relationship between religion and philosophy. The conceptual analysis of his
claim about the non-opposition of philosophy to religion, regardless of the
validity of that claim, is what this study deals with. The point of contention in
this study is not to prove or disprove Mulla Sadra’s claim about the non-
opposition of philosophy to religion, but rather to discover the significance of
that claim and explain the meaning of that claim. Many studies have made
judgments about each of Mulla Sadra’s oppositions and non-oppositions to
religion, but no study has undertaken a conceptual analysis of his claim about
the non-opposition of philosophy to religion. This is the first time that a study
has set itself the goal of analyzing his claim, avoiding judgment, without
considering the question of “Why does Mulla Sadra not consider philosophy to
be an opposition to religion?” It only seeks to answer the question, "What does
Mulla Sadra mean by the non-contradiction of philosophy with religion?" The
aim of this research is to provide one of the most important theoretical
foundations for the issue of the compatibility of philosophy with religion;
examining the significance of Mulla Sadra's claim regarding the compatibility of
philosophy with religion is a step without which one cannot enter the arena of
agreeing or disagreeing with any theory regarding the relationship between
philosophy and religion from Mulla Sadra's perspective; any agreement or
disagreement with Sadr al-Muta’allihin’s claim regarding the compatibility of
philosophy with religion depends on proving the significance of that claim.

Methods

In this research, in addition to referring to the first category of Mulla Sadra's
philosophy texts, it has examined the subject based on the method of conceptual
analysis and logical examination.
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Results
Every philosophy is compatible with some religious texts and incompatible with
some religious texts. Since no one except the prophets has access to the original
religion, nothing can be considered compatible or incompatible with the original
religion.

Conclusion

Mulla Sadra not only discussed the relationship between philosophy and religion
in many texts and the lack of opposition between the two, but also cited religious
texts extensively in his works. Regardless of whether the issues of
transcendental wisdom are compatible with religious texts or not, and regardless
of whether his numerous references to religious texts are defensible or not, this
study has analyzed his claim about the relationship between philosophy and
religion by explaining the duality of tradition and showing the difference
between that duality and the duality of the thing in itself and the thing for us. If
Mulla Sadra's meaning of religion in his claim to deny the opposition of
philosophy to religion is to deny the opposition of philosophy to the "revealed
religion", such a claim is unprovable and irrefutable due to the lack of access to
the revealed religion by anyone other than the prophets; If what he means by
religion in his claim to deny the opposition of philosophy to religion is the denial
of the opposition of philosophy to "the religion of origin" or "texts indicating
religion", such a claim, although it can be proven and refuted due to access to
the indications of religion by people other than the prophets, is a claim that can
never be proven or refuted in general due to the abundance and conflict of those
indications with each other and their interpretative flexibility, and in any case it
is partially true and partially false; therefore, such a claim cannot be effective
even in the context of a debate with opponents of philosophy and cannot
convince them.
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