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Dualistic interpretations of near-death experiences (NDEs) are based
on evidence such as experiencing distant places, gaining awareness
of the past, present, and future, and seeing beyond physical objects.
From this perspective, these experiences are not possible without the
existence of a soul and a metaphysical dimension. This approach
considers reductionist and physicalist interpretations incapable of
explaining these events. This article designs a thought experiment-
type argument to examine a view that claims that by combining two
technologies: strong artificial intelligence (SAI) and the Internet of
Things (IoT) and achieving artificial intelligence of things (AloT), it
is possible to reconstruct and experience the claims of near-death
experiencers without the need for a soul, or even create those
experiences without the presence of near-death states by connecting
to the brains of individuals. Although the authors reject physicalist
interpretations of near-death experiences, they believe that this claim
can be a challenge to dualistic interpretations of near-death
experiences.

Cite this article: 1zadi, M; Hossaini, S.M (Y * Y°). Dualistic interpretation of “near-death experiences” in the
crucible of thought experiments, History of Islamic Philosophy,t (¥), V\V-1£+.
https:/doi.org/) «+,YY+¥¢/HPLY Y0,0 )V 7,1V TY

(@NOIE

© The Author(s).
Institute.
DOI: https://doi.org/) «,YY +Y¢/HPLY :Y0,0: V) €1, 1YY

Publisher: Ale-Taha Institute of Higher Education




History of Islamic PhilosophyVol.¢/ Issu.) ¢/ Autumn.Y« Y@ Y.

Extended Abstract
Introduction
The term "Near-Death Experience" was first used in Y4Y° by Raymond Moody
in his book "Life After Life". After him, this issue has been raised to the public
as one of the scientific-empirical reasons proving the existence of the soul and
the afterlife. There is some scientific controversy about the physicalist and non-
physicalist interpretations of these experiences.

Proponents of non-physicalist interpretations use these experiences as
evidence for the existence of the soul and a metaphysical dimension in humans,
in other words, dualism or the dualism of the human body and soul. But
physicalist interpretations, while denying such perceptions, have sought to find
material reasons and explain these experiences with the help of neuroscience and
brain interactions. One of the important events in recent years is the significant
progress of artificial intelligence and the increasing use of its capabilities, as
well as the development of the Internet of Things and the intelligentization of the
living environment, which of course has its own theological consequences that
can create new opportunities or challenges. For example, with the advancement
of these two technologies and their combination, it can be claimed that a robot or
a person equipped with these capabilities can create situations and awareness
similar to what occurs in near-death experiences. This claim can be a challenge
to non-physicalist interpretations of these experiences.

Methods

In this article, the analytical descriptive method has been used and a "thought
experiment" has been designed to create a hypothetical but feasible situation in
the future to create a challenge in empirical arguments to prove the soul and use
near-death experiences for dualistic interpretations.

For this purpose, we first briefly define after-death experiences and discuss
some of their characteristics and components. Then, we point out some dualistic
and reductionist interpretations of them. In the next section, the technologies of
artificial intelligence and the Internet of Things and their combination are
introduced, and a thought experiment is designed and evaluated for the main
argument of the article.

Results

Although arguments such as the "Universal Room of Artificial Intelligence" may
raise new doubts about the dualistic interpretation of near-death experiences,
they cannot in any way refute or invalidate such interpretations because:

a) Near-death experiencers gain non-continuous awareness and information
about events, places, and phenomena in the material world, and they also
observe and understand facts about the supernatural world (the world of
purgatory); these types of supernatural facts are not found in the material world
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at all; while the information and knowledge that the "Universal Room of
Artificial Intelligence" can provide in the thought experiment in question is
limited to matters related to worldly life.

b) The fact that the "Universal Room of Artificial Intelligence" can in some
cases provide information by way of near-death experiences does not require
that the person experiencing near-death experiences did not have those
experiences through the "supernatural power of his abstract soul"; Rather, it only
means that: in addition to the fact that a person can acquire unconventional
knowledge through near-death experiences (and the supernatural power of the
soul), he can also acquire some of that knowledge through the "Universal Room

of Artificial Intelligence".

Conclusion

Our goal in this article is not to endorse naturalism and accept reductionist
interpretations of near-death experiences. Rather, while the authors fully and
seriously believe in the existence of the soul and its non-physicality, as well as
the occurrence of supernatural states in near-death experiences, they believe that
arguments based on empirical science, such as near-death experiences, to prove
the existence of the soul and the school of dualism may be undermined in the
future with the advancement of modern science.

This article highlights a new challenge regarding the validity and reliance on
dualistic interpretations of near-death experiences, which will become apparent
with the advancement of Internet of Things and artificial intelligence
technologies, and new technologies such as implanting electronic chips in the
brain. Given the capabilities created in artificial intelligence and the Internet of
Things, it is seen that dualistic and spiritual interpretations cannot be considered
the only possible option for near-death experiences. An object equipped with
“artificial intelligence of things” can express some of the claims of a person
having near-death experiences. According to physicalists, therefore, there cannot
be a difference in the validity and epistemological valuation between these two
claims. One of the methods of reasoning to prove or disprove some metaphysical
beliefs, such as the belief in the existence of an abstract soul, is the use of
thought experiments. In this regard, an experiment can be designed that, using
the capabilities of artificial intelligence and the Internet of Things, reconstructs
some of the similar awareness in near-death experiences.

However, it cannot be claimed that the new doubts that have arisen with the
advances in artificial intelligence technology for the dualistic approach to
interpreting near-death experiences are indisputable. The present study has
provided appropriate answers to these doubts.
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