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Avicenna is among the first Muslim philosophers to systematically
discuss conjecture and its nature in his works. In this article, using
an analytical-comparative method, the basic question is answered:
what is the difference between Mulla Sadra's and Ibn Sina's views
on what conjecture is and its function, and to what extent Mulla
Sadra is indebted to Ibn Sina in this discussion? Ibn Sina's view on
conjecture has changed throughout his intellectual life, and we are
faced with two theories, one the standard theory and the other the
revised theory in Ibn Sina's works in discussing the nature of
conjecture. Philosophers after Ibn Sina, including Mulla Sadra,
while not paying attention to these two approaches of Ibn Sina in
explaining the nature of conjecture, have had a combined reading of
his works, according to which thought is the movement of the mind
to discover the middle ground. This movement is in fact a kind of
mental struggle among information to discover the middle ground.
But conjecture is the instantaneous discovery of the middle ground
without the need for movement or effort, and when conjecture
reaches its peak of strength, it is called intelligence. Mulla Sadra
also follows the same integrated reading of the essence of conjecture
in his works, although he has some differences with Ibn Sina in
some cases, including the discussion of the function of conjecture in
the field of ideas or affirmations, conjecture and the levels of reason,
the role of the active reason in conjecture, the differences between
humans in having conjecture, and whether conjecture is acquired or
present.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of correct guessing (hads) plays a key role in Islamic philosophers’
epistemology. Avicenna is the first Islamic philosopher who presented a
systematic explanation of the concept of correct guessing (hads) in his works.
Mulla Sadra as another Islamic philosopher continued the path of Avicenna in
this matter although he made some alterations in the applications of this concept.
The place of this concept in the epistemology of Islamic philosophers becomes
fully clear, when we consider the close relationship between this concept and the
concept of thinking (fikr) inasmuch as none of them can be understood without
the other. From the viewpoint of Islamic philosophers including Avicenna and
Mulla Sadra, the process of deductive thinking using syllogistic method is the
only reliable method for acquiring new universal propositional knowledge from
other true propositions. The syllogistic method is fully dependent on the
discovery of the middle term. This middle term either is acquired with
contemplation on and movement through our known concepts or it is acquired
immediately without any movement and contemplation and this is the latter
which is called correct guessing (hads).

Method

In this paper, we have used the method of conceptual and rational analysis. In
the first step, we have tried to analyze the epistemological and ontological bases
of Avicenna and Mulla Sadra’s philosophy related to the concept of correct
guessing (hads) and in the second step, we used the comparative method to
compare the views of these two philosophers on this issue.

Findings

Avicenna’s view about correct guessing has been changed during his intellectual
life. In his works we face two different versions which are called by Gutas the
standard and revised versions. The subsequent philosophers including Mulla
Sadra without paying attention to these two different Avicennian approaches in
the explication of the concept, have presented an integrative reading of these two
theories. According to this integrative reading, thinking is a movement of mind
for the discovery of the middle term in the syllogistic method. This movement is
a kind of mental effort and traversing between our known concepts for the
discovery of the middle term while correct guessing is the immediate and
spontaneous discovery of the middle term without any movement and effort.
When the correct guessing reaches to its pinnacle, it is called acumen. Both
Mulla Sadra and Avicenna believe that human beings are different in their
ability of correct guessing insofar as some people might lack this talent while
some other people might have strong talent and learn most of their knowledge
based on this talent.
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Despite their agreement in some cases, Mulla Sadra and Avicenna disagree
with each other in some other cases concerning the function and scope of correct
guessing. One of the disputed points is whether the correct guessing is only
applicable in the scope of acquired knowledge or it is also applicable in the
scope of presential knowledge. According to Avicenna, since the function of
correct guessing is in the inference of the result from the premises in the
syllogism, the scope of its usage is limited to the acquired knowledge. On the
other hand, Mulla Sadra doesn’t limit the function of correct guessing to the
acquired knowledge and expand the domain of its usage to presential
knowledge. Another disputed point is whether the function of correct guessing is
only limited to the affirmations and judgements or it can also be used in the field
of definitions and concepts. While Avicenna doesn’t discuss the issue in his
works, Mulla Sadra believes that because thinking has two different forms
namely affirmation and concept, the function of correct guessing can be
expanded to these two forms. Another important point that should be considered
is the role of correct guessing in the field of education. While Avicenna
emphasizes in his works on the role of correct guessing in education and
believes that learning new propositional knowledge is deeply dependent on its
function, in Mulla Sadra’s works nothing explicit can be found on the matter.

Conclusion

The concept of correct guessing (hads) plays a key role in the epistemology of
Islamic philosophers. Avicenna and Mulla Sadra have elaborated on the matter
in their philosophical works. Mulla Sadra draws on Avicenna’s theories on this
issue, but he doesn’t clearly refer to two different versions of Avicenna’s
theories, instead he presents an integrative reading of these two versions.
Although Mulla Sadra follows the same integrative reading of the essence of
correct guessing in his works, he disagrees with Avicenna in some other cases
including the application of correct guessing in the field of affirmations and
concepts, the relation between correct guessing and different levels of intellect,
the role of active intellect in correct guessing, the difference between human
beings in correct guessing and finally the relation between correct guessing and
two kinds of knowledge namely acquired and presential knowledge.
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