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Al-Farabi's famous treatise, known as "The Reconciliation between the
Opinions of the Two Sages" (al-Jam' bayn Ra'yay al-Hakimayn), seeks
to demonstrate that, contrary to the objections raised by people in his era
regarding fundamental differences between Plato and Aristotle—as two
prominent figures of philosophy—and the resulting invalidity of the
philosophical method, no such conflict existed between them, and the
perception of differences was the result of superficial interpretations.
While responding to those who have cast doubt on the attribution of the
al-Jam' treatise to Al-Farabi, we will examine why the early
philosophers in the Islamic world felt compelled to write such a
"reconciliation" and pursue such an idea. Focusing on this "why" is the
missing link and a response to critics who, disregarding its function in
that specific period, consider al-Jam' to be the product of a historical
error concerning the Theology of Aristotle. Al-Farabi's focus on
Aristotle, and his preference for some of his views over Plato's, itself
confirms that even Al-Farabi, contrary to the overall spirit of the al-Jam'
treatise, acknowledged differences between Aristotle and Plato. This
article aims to delineate the prevailing spirit of Al-Farabi's era, showing
that al-Jam' was a treatise intended to save philosophy during a
particular juncture. Its author was likely well aware that the treatise's
function was confined to that specific time. Today, it is clear that, unlike
in Al-Farabi's time, there is no need to prove that Plato and Aristotle had
no differences. On the contrary, the existence of fundamental
differences between them has become self-evident and an accepted fact
among experts in Greek philosophy. The present study investigates this
issue by taking into account the historical factors.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Al-Farabi's treatise, "Al-Jam" (The Reconciliation), holds significant importance
throughout the history of Islamic philosophy, to the extent that some have
considered it the beginning of Islamic philosophy (Mahdi Ghavam Safari, Lectures
on the History of Islamic Philosophy, Session 6). In this treatise, Al-Farabi, as one of
the greatest philosophers in the history of Islamic philosophy, endeavors to show
that there were no differences between the philosophical foundations of Plato and
Aristotle. Considering the reasons behind the composition of Al-Jam' is crucial from
various perspectives, as it allows us to move beyond superficial judgments about it
and to consider its function throughout the history of philosophy. The present
research explains the negative atmosphere against philosophy upon its initial entry
into the Abrahamic religions and demonstrates that in Al-Farabi's time, the view
towards it was not very positive. The differences between Plato and Aristotle were
among the reasons used to argue against the inefficacy of philosophy. Therefore, this
article examines the necessity and importance of writing the Al-Jam' treatise in that
specific historical period.

It is worth noting that although many articles have been written about Al-Jam',
no specific research has yet been conducted on the idea that the prevailing
atmosphere of Al-Farabi's era was the primary reason for the composition of this
treatise, based on the expediencies of that time. Delving into the "why" behind the
composition of Al-Jam' will enable us to move beyond elementary criticisms of Al-
Farabi and to consider that he undertook this task for a greater mission: to preserve
philosophy in the face of attacks from its critics.

Methodology

This research has been conducted using a historical-analytical approach. The
methodology is based on the qualitative content analysis of the treatise "Al-Jam"'
(The Harmony) and other works by Al-Farabi, as well as the examination and
critique of the views of commentators and critics (both early and contemporary).
By considering the historical context and the intellectual-political atmosphere of
Al-Farabi's cra, this study secks to uncover the "why" and the necessity of
authoring this treatise as a solution to the challenges of its time, rather than
focusing solely on the historical error concerning the book "Theology of
Aristotle." Therefore, the research method is a functional, context-based
explanation of a philosophical work to understand the author's hidden and
explicit objectives.

Findings

The most significant findings of this article can be summarized as follows:

1. Rejection of the "Historical Mistake" Theory: Contrary to the prevailing view, the
composition of the treatise "The Harmony between the Opinions of the Two
Sages" by Al-Farabi was not a historical mistake resulting from reliance on the
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apocryphal book "Theology of Aristotle" (which was wrongly attributed to

Aristotle). The role of this book in the "Al-Jam™ project was very marginal and

secondary.

2. A Strategic and Prudent Action: "Al-Jam" was a fully conscious, strategic, and
prudent action to save philosophy during a critical period. In Al-Farabi's time,
opponents of philosophy used the apparent disagreements between Plato and
Aristotle as a reason to discredit the philosophical method and its inability to
reach the truth.

. Defense of Philosophy's Integrity: Al-Farabi's main goal was to respond to this
great challenge and present a united front for philosophers to defend the integrity
and credibility of philosophy. By demonstrating the harmony between the two
great sages, he sought to prove that philosophy is a single, reliable path to truth.

. Al-Farabi's Own Awareness of the Differences: Evidence suggests that Al-Farabi
himself was likely aware of the real differences between the two philosophers but
was pursuing a greater goal (preserving philosophy) and intended the function of
his treatise for that specific period.

. Existence of a Similar Historical Precedent: This approach of "harmonization"
and reconciling views existed before Al-Farabi among the Neoplatonists in their
confrontation with the rise of Christianity. They also needed to present a unified
picture of Greek philosophy to demonstrate its superiority.

. Political and Ideological Function: Ultimately, the treatise "Al-Jam™ has a

political and ideological function, intended to respond to the needs of the time

and defend the legitimacy of philosophical thought against its critics, more than it
is a scientific-research work in the modern sense.
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Marwan Rashed(2009). on the authorship of the treatise on the harmonization of the
opinions of the two sages attributed to al-farabi. Arabic Sciences and Philosophy,
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