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Humility, as a moral virtue, plays a fundamental role not only in the
personal and spiritual realm but also in the domain of knowledge and
science. In Islamic philosophy, knowledge is regarded as a dynamic and
spiritual journey that requires the readiness of the soul to receive the
truth. This study focuses on the relationship between humility and the
dynamism of science, aiming to demonstrate that modesty is not a sign
of weakness, but a vital condition for mental openness, continuous error
correction, and receptivity to higher levels of wisdom. Drawing upon
the views of Islamic philosophers, the article investigates how epistemic
humility can contribute to the flourishing of theoretical intellect and the
advancement of scientific understanding. Ultimately, it concludes that
humility is not only an ethical prerequisite for scientific inquiry but also
an epistemic necessity in the process of the evolution of knowledge
within the horizon of divine wisdom. This study adopts a philosophical-
analytical method and a descriptive-explanatory approach, examining
key texts in Islamic philosophy. The data were collected through library
research and conceptually analyzed with a focus on themes such as self-
knowledge, ontological poverty, substantial motion of the soul, and
intellectual humility.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the contemporary world, scientific progress is usually understood in terms of
concepts such as “technological competition” and “data accumulation”. This
view, which is rooted in the modern tradition of empirical science and the
knowledge-based economic model, views knowledge and scholarship merely as
a means to increase power and wealth. In such a paradigm, the main goal of
science is to dominate nature and promote efficiency, not necessarily the search
for truth. From the perspective of Islamic philosophy, this view is a sign of the
dominance of “self-serving ego”, where the scientist, instead of pursuing truth,
uses science to serve worldly and individualistic goals. Accordingly, in Islamic
thought, knowledge is not simply the accumulation of information, but a
dynamic and evolutionary process that requires certain conditions in the seeker
of knowledge. One of the most important of these conditions is “humility”.
Humility does not mean humility, but rather openness to accepting error,
readiness for criticism, and acceptance of correction. This characteristic is
considered a necessary condition for achieving wisdom and scientific perfection.
Muslim philosophers, especially in the tradition of transcendental wisdom,
believe that true knowledge is achieved only through inner purification and
purification from prejudice and egoism. In a hadith, knowledge is likened to the
"divine light" that God sheds in the hearts of His servants. Therefore, humility is
not a mere moral virtue, but an epistemological condition for achieving true
knowledge. In this view, knowledge is not a static and merely cumulative
phenomenon, but rather a sensual behavior based on the existential movement of
man. In this process, humility acts as an internal stimulus to review knowledge
and move towards higher scientific horizons. Quranic teachings also emphasize
this intrinsic connection; God grants knowledge only to humble servants:
“Indeed, only the learned among His servants fear Him” (Fatir, 28). However,
with the repeated emphasis on humility in the Quran and traditions, this virtue
has been marginalized in contemporary scientific discourses and has received
less attention as a factor in advancing knowledge in systematic philosophical
analyses.

Methods
Description and Analysis

Results

The results of this article show that humility in Islamic philosophy, beyond a
moral virtue, has a fundamental position as an epistemological and ontological
condition for achieving true science and rational dynamism. This concept is
based on several principles: 1. Based on the principle of "existential poverty":
this inherent dependence rejects any claim of scientific independence and
needlessness and requires the researcher to always accept the possibility of error
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in his knowledge with a humble approach; 2. The connection of humility with
"substantial movement": it introduces science as a dynamic and evolving
process. Humility in this context means readiness to revise findings and
openness to new intellectual horizons, which is a necessary condition for
scientific growth. 3. Virtue-based epistemology: According to Khwaja Nasir al-
Din Tusi, theoretical reason tends to deviate without moral refinement and
liberation from vices such as wonder and arrogance. Therefore, epistemological
humility is an essential pillar for achieving certain knowledge and the possibility
of constructive interaction with opposing ideas.

Conclusion

1. The principle of “existential poverty” in Mulla Sadra’s transcendental wisdom
shows that man is completely in need of absolute truth in all levels of his
existence. This fundamental dependence invalidates any claim of scientific self-
sufficiency and invites the researcher to humbly confront the truth and accept the
possibility of error in his thoughts. From this perspective, humility is not a sign
of weakness, but a condition for entering the realm of true science.

2. The connection of existential humility with the principle of essential
movement introduces science as a dynamic and evolving process. According to
this principle, the human soul is constantly evolving in the course of its
existential levels, and knowledge is also formed in line with this evolution.
Therefore, science is not a static and final matter, but a platform for continuous
intellectual growth and development. Humility in this context means inner
readiness to accept movement, reconsider findings, and break free from
intellectual stagnation; because someone who considers himself complete and
needless blocks the way to his own cognitive development.

3. In the virtue-based epistemology of Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi, true
knowledge is achieved only in the light of self-purification and moral
refinement. He believes that if theoretical reason is caught up in vices such as
wonder and arrogance, it will deviate from the path of truth. Hence,
epistemological humility is one of the fundamental pillars of achieving certain
knowledge. This approach shows that knowledge and morality are not two
separate spheres, but are intertwined, and constructive interaction with opposing
ideas is possible only in the light of the virtue of humility.

4. In conclusion, humility in Islamic philosophy is rooted in deep foundations
such as existential poverty, essential movement, and the connection between
morality and knowledge. It is only with such an attitude that science can avoid
dogmatism, maintain its dynamism, and guide man towards true perfection and
intellectual growth.
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