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According to a renowned narrative in the history of Islamic philosophy,
Yaqub ibn Ishaq al-Kindi, one of the pioneering philosophers of the
Islamic world, intended to compose a treatise demonstrating
contradictions within the Quran. This historical report adds that Imam
Hasan al-Askari (PBUH), through one of al-Kindi's students, dissuaded
him from this endeavor by posing a pivotal question. The essence of the
question was: "Do you not entertain the possibility that the speaker of
these sentences intended a meaning other than what you have
presumed?" Upon hearing this, al-Kindi reportedly discarded everything
he had written. Among contemporary scholars, two distinct approaches
to this encounter are observable: a critical approach involving the denial
of the story’s validity by figures such as Morteza Motahhari; and an
approach adopted by individuals like Nasrollah Hekmat, who, by
presuming the story’s validity and offering a different reading, have
derived sweeping conclusions from it. The present article specifically
critiques this constructed narrative and the unsound conclusions that
Hekmat and certain other contemporaries have built upon it, ultimately
demonstrating the baselessness of the event and its resultant deductions.
The research methodology involves a library-based examination of
evidence and primary sources, utilizing a critical approach to re-evaluate
the historical documents related to this event. The primary finding of the
research, proving the narrative's baselessness, is presented through an
alternative historical explanation: contemporaneous with al-Kindi the
philosopher, there existed another figure, a Christian al-Kindi, who
indeed authored a treatise on the contradictions of the Quran. It appears
that this fact constitutes the origin of this historical conflation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the vast landscape of the history of Islamic philosophy, oral and written
traditions have at times become so interwoven with historical truths that they
form tapestries requiring meticulous re-examination to be disentangled from
reality. One of these pervasive narratives is the account attributed to Yaqub ibn
Ishaq al-Kindi, the first prominent philosopher of the Islamic world. According
to this account, he intended to compose a treatise demonstrating contradictions
within the Holy Quran, but was subsequently dissuaded from this endeavor
through the guidance of Imam Hasan al-Askari (PBUH). This story has provided
fertile ground for diverse interpretations among contemporary scholars, leading
to divergent conclusions regarding Al-Kindi's intellectual trajectory. The present
study, by first examining historical data concerning the lives of Al-Kindi, Imam
Hasan al-Askari (PBUH), and other key figures, demonstrates the
incompatibility of this narrative with indisputable historical facts. It argues that
contemporary analyses which, relying on this story, bifurcate Al-Kindi's
intellectual life into two periods and attribute the emergence of the Theology of
Aristotle (Theologia) to the Imam's guidance, are fundamentally flawed and
baseless. Subsequently, through an analysis of sources and contextual evidence,
the article illustrates how this narrative took shape within an unreliable context.
Finally, by pointing to the existence of a figure named "Abd al-Masih al-Kindi"
(a Christian contemporary of the philosopher) who actually possessed a treatise
attempting to prove contradictions in the Quran, the study examines the probable
origin of the conflation of these two personalities.

It 1s worth noting that other figures, such as Ahmad Abedi (Professor of
Philosophy at the University of Qom), have also sporadically alluded to this
story in their oral works (Ahmad Abedi, August 17, 2019, Rasa News Agency);
however, given that Nasrollah Hekmat’s account represents the most significant,
written, and substantial source in this regard, we have taken his narrative as the
primary subject of our critique. Furthermore, it should be mentioned that
Mohammad Hadi Tavakoli, in his article "A Study on the Possibility of Yaqub
ibn Ishaq al-Kindi Benefiting from the Teachings of Imam Hasan al-Askari
(PBUH)," has attempted to posit Al-Kindi as a student of the Imam by
advancing unsubstantiated hypotheses, which will be addressed subsequently.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing a historical-
critical approach. Data collection was conducted via library-based research,
involving direct examination of primary sources across the fields of general
history, the history of philosophy, biographical and prosopographical literature
(Tarajim and Rijal), as well as the extant corpus of Yaqub ibn Ishaq al-Kindi
himself. In the data analysis process, three primary techniques were employed:
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1. Documentary Evaluation: Assessing the reliability and status of the
narrative's transmitters (specifically Abu al-Qasim al-Kufi) within Shi'i
biographical sources.

2. Chronological Analysis: Juxtaposing the vital dates (birth, death,
caliphate, and imamate tenures) of al-Kindi, Ibn Na'ima al-Himsi
(translator of the Theologia), the Abbasid Caliphs, and Imam Hasan al-
Askari (PBUH) to verify the historical feasibility of the narrative.

3. Comparative-Content Analysis: Contrasting the content attributed to al-
Kindi with his extant written works, and searching for contemporaneous
parallels (specifically the Christian al-Kindi) to identify the probable
origin of the narrative.

Findings

The investigations conducted in this study yielded the following results:

1. Chronological Inconsistency and Historical Impossibility The chronological
data reveals that Ibn Na'ima al-Himsi (translator of the Theologia) died circa
220 AH, and al-Mu'tasim (to whose son, Ahmad, the book was dedicated)
died in 227 AH; whereas the Imamate of Hasan al-Askari (PBUH)
commenced in 254 AH. Consequently, the claim by contemporaries such as
Nasrollah Hekmat—that the composition or emendation of the Theologia was
the product of al-Kindi's post-transformation era following the meeting with
the Imam—stands in flagrant contradiction to indisputable historical facts and
is chronologically impossible.

2. Lack of Source Credibility Analysis indicates that the sole primary source for
this story is Abu al-Qasim al-Kufi, identified in biographical (Rijal) texts as
an "extremist" (Ghali), a "fabricator," and one of "corrupt religious doctrine."
Furthermore, this narrative is conspicuously absent from authoritative early
historical texts detailing al-Kindi's biography (such as Ibn al-Nadim’s Fihrist
or al-Qifti’s Akhbar al-Hukama).

3. Identification of the Historical Conflation A pivotal finding of this research is
the identification of the constructed report's root. Evidence corroborates that
contemporaneous with Yaqub ibn Ishaq al-Kindi (the Muslim philosopher),
there lived a Christian figure named "Abd al-Masih ibn Ishaq al-Kindi," who
authored an actual treatise refuting Islam and the Quran. It appears that the
nominal similarity (in patronymic and tribal affiliation) and the existence of a
work on "refuting the Quran" by the Christian al-Kindi led transmitters over
time to conflate these two figures, erroneously attributing the event to the
first philosopher of the Islamic world.

4. Refutation of Apologetic Hypotheses The study demonstrates that attempts by
certain scholars (e.g., Mohammad Hadi Tavakoli) to resolve chronological
conflicts through hypotheses such as "a meeting during the Imam's
childhood" or "identifying al-Kindi with the narrator Yaqub ibn Ishaq" are
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scientifically unsubstantiated. Biographical investigations proved that the
"Yaqub ibn Ishaq" mentioned in hadith compendia is a distinct figure (such
as Yaqub ibn Ishaq al-Barqi) and does not correspond to al-Kindi the
philosopher.

Conclusion

The widely circulated narrative suggesting that Ya'qub al-Kindi intended to
compose a treatise demonstrating contradictions within the Quran, only to
abandon the endeavor following an encounter with Imam Hasan al-Askari
(PBUH), is devoid of any credible historical foundation.

An examination of the sources reveals that this account is not only absent
from authoritative historiographical texts regarding al-Kindi's life, but also
contradicts the consistent coherence of his philosophical thought; furthermore,
the source reporting this alleged intellectual metamorphosis lacks the necessary
credibility. Consequently, contemporary analyses that—relying on this
narrative—bifurcate al-Kindi’s intellectual biography into two distinct periods of
"opposition to the Quran" and "philosophy based on guidance," thereby claiming
the Imam’s endorsement of his philosophical orientation, are fundamentally
flawed and baseless. Furthermore, the historical explanation for al-Kindi’s
marginalization during the reign of al-Mutawakkil is not the result of a
recantation of anti-Quranic views, but rather a direct consequence of his
Mu'tazilite proclivities and the Caliph’s overt hostility toward that intellectual
movement. The final and pivotal finding of this research is the identification of a
probable origin for this historical conflation: the existence of a contemporary
figure to al-Kindi the philosopher, named "Abd al-Masih ibn Ishaq al-Kindi." He
authored precisely such a treatise on the contradictions of the Quran, and the
evidence indicates that he never abandoned the project but rather brought it to
completion. It appears that this nominal similarity constitutes the primary source
for the emergence of the narrative critiqued in this article.
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