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One of the pivotal pillars of Transcendent Philosophy, which plays
an irreplaceable role in Mulla Sadra’s philosophical system, is
substantial motion. Without doubt, substantial motion is conceivable
only on the basis of the primacy of existence, since quiddity in itself
neither admits motion nor gradation (tashkik). For this reason,
Islamic philosophers have deemed gradation and, consequently,
motion in quiddity impossible. Yet this issue appears to depend
entirely on how we interpret the primacy of existence and the mental
nature of quiddity. If the mental nature is taken to mean "purely
mental and lacking external reality," then gradation and motion in
quiddity are impossible. However, if it is understood to mean that
quiddity has no intrinsic realization (tahaqquq bi-dh-dhat) but only
accidental realization (tahaqquq bi-1-‘arad), then both gradation and
motion in quiddity become intelligible and demonstrable. This
study, employing a descriptive-analytical method and relying on the
foundations of Sadr al-Muta’allihin, seeks to establish the possibility
of "accidental motion in quiddity" in light of this particular
interpretation of the mental nature of quiddity (i‘tibariyya).
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Extended Abstract

Explanation

Motion has long been a topic of discussion in natural philosophy. Mulla Sadra
revitalized the discourse by introducing motion into metaphysics and affirming
substantial motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyya). Substantial motion is explicable
only through the acceptance of the primacy of existence. If one denies the
primacy of existence, substantial motion cannot be proven, since the primacy of
quiddity and motion within it would require gradation in quiddity (tashkik),
which the philosophers have considered impossible. The central question,
therefore, is: given the acceptance of the primacy of existence and the mental
nature of quiddity, can motion in quiddity and, consequently, gradation in
quiddity be admitted? This issue has not been treated independently in
philosophical works. Accordingly, the present study aims to examine it in light
of Mulla Sadra's principles and a particular interpretation of the primacy of
existence and the mental nature of quiddity.

Method
This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, conducted through a
library-based investigation.

Findings

1. The interpretation of the primacy of existence and the mental nature of
quiddity plays a decisive role in explaining motion in quiddity.

2. If the primacy is taken to mean external reality and the mental nature to mean
pure mental existence without externality, then gradation and motion in
quiddity are impossible.

3. If the primacy of existence means existence has intrinsic realization, and the
mental nature of quiddity means quiddity has accidental realization, then
gradation and accidental motion become possible.

Conclusion

It becomes clear that our interpretation of the primacy and the mental nature is
decisive in resolving this issue. If the primacy is understood as externality and
the mental nature as pure mental existence, then there is no room for gradation
or motion in quiddity, since quiddity is merely a mental construct devised by the
intellect. Concepts, as such, have no capacity for gradation or motion. Unless,
following Mulla Sadra, one allows for accidental attribution of existence,
thereby opening a path for gradation or motion. If, however, the primacy of
existence means existence has intrinsic realization, and the mental nature of
quiddity means quiddity has accidental (or derivative) realization, then gradation
and accidental motion are possible. In this case, although quiddity does not
essentially move, it truly undergoes transformation in external reality, since it is
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a delimiting aspect of existence that is itself essentially in motion. This
transformation is real, not merely a mental attribution. Thus, the supposed
impasse of "the impossibility of motion in quiddity" in Islamic philosophy is not
intrinsic but arises from a particular interpretation of the mental nature as pure
mental existence. By revisiting Sadra's foundations and offering a more precise
interpretation of quiddity as "the limit of existence" and "accidentally realized,"
not only does gradation in quiddity become intelligible, but motion in quiddity
also becomes demonstrable as a logical corollary and explanatory principle of
substantial motion. This finding enriches our understanding of the dynamism of
the material world within the framework of Transcendent Philosophy.
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