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This research was conducted with the aim of providing a
philosophical explanation of the mechanism by which repentance
purifies the sinful soul within the intellectual system of Mulla Sadra.
The main question is how, given the acceptance of the union of act
and agent (i.e., the identity of sin with the essence of the sinner),
repentance can purify the contaminated essence without annihilating
the individual's personal identity. The innovation of the research lies
in the systematic application of the principles of the primacy of
existence (asalat al-wujud), the gradation of existence (tashkik al-
wujtd), the principle of the flow of existence (qa'idat al-saryan), and
substantial motion to address this challenge.The findings indicate
that repentance is a strong existential attention towards the most
perfect level of existence (God), which, in the voluntary process of
the soul's substantial motion, creates a new and more intense
existential reality for the soul. This stronger existential reality,
according to the principle of the flow of existence, absorbs and
nullifies the weaker existential reality resulting from sin. In this
process, personal identity (which is the continuous existential
relation and attachment of the soul to God) remains constant, but the
existential reality of the soul (its level and quality of existence)
undergoes a substantial transformation from a state of degradation
towards luminosity and purity. Therefore, in transcendent
philosophy, repentance is not a conventional matter but rather an
ontological transformation that reconstructs the essence of the soul,
and it remains possible until the final moments of worldly life.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of repentance (tawbah) holds a central and hopeful position in
Islamic thought, representing the divine mechanism for a sinner's return to the
path of felicity. While commonly understood as remorse and a return to God's
obedience, its profound philosophical underpinnings, particularly concerning
how it fundamentally alters the human soul, demand deeper exploration. This
study delves into the sophisticated philosophical explanation of repentance
offered by Sadr al-Din Muhammad Shirazi, known as Mulla Sadra (d. 1640), the
founder of Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah). Mulla Sadra's
unique ontological principles present a specific challenge: he advocates the
"union of the agent and the act" (ittihad al-‘amil wa al-ma‘mil), meaning that a
sinful act is not merely an accidental attribute of the soul but becomes one with
its very substance. Consequently, sin intrinsically contaminates the soul's
essence. The core research question arises from this premise: How, within
Mulla Sadra's philosophical system, can repentance purify a soul whose
essence is united with sin, without annihilating the individual's personal
identity? Addressing this paradox is the primary objective of this research.

Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method within the framework of
philosophical research. It is fundamentally a library-based, textual analysis
focusing on Mulla Sadra's primary works, including al-Asfar al- ‘Aqliyyah al-
Arba ‘ah, al-Shawahid al-Rubiibiyyah, Tafsir al-Qur'an al-Karim, and Sharh
Usul al-Kafi. The analysis systematically applies and synthesizes four
cornerstone principles of Mulla Sadra's ontology to construct a coherent
response to the research question:

e The Primacy of Existence (Asalat al-Wujuid): Reality is fundamentally
existence; essences are mental abstractions.

e The Gradation of Existence (Tashkik al-Wujud): Existence is a single,
continuous reality with degrees of intensity and perfection, from the most
intense (God as Pure Existence) to the weakest.

e Substantial Motion (al-Harakah al-Jawhariyyah): The substance of
material beings, including the human soul in its worldly phase, is in a
perpetual state of flux and becoming, moving toward greater or lesser
perfection.

e The Principle of the Flow of Existence (Qa‘idat al-Saryan): The
properties and effects of a stronger degree of existence dominate and
absorb those of a weaker degree when they coexist in a single subject.

Results
The findings demonstrate that in Mulla Sadra's philosophy, repentance is not a
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merely psychological, ethical, or juridical event but a radical ontological
transformation of the soul.

Sin and Repentance as Existential Acts: Based on the Primacy of
Existence, both sin and repentance are voluntary existential acts with
which the soul unites. Sin is an existential act of attention and inclination
towards lower, fragmented, and dark grades of existence (e.g., base
desires, materialism), which are distant from the Source. This act forges a
weak, dark, and diffuse existential reality for the soul.

Repentance as a Stronger Existential Act: True repentance is a
powerful existential act of turning away completely from those lower
grades and returning with full attention to the most intense, perfect, and
luminous grade of existence: God (the Pure Existence). This return is
itself a strong existential act.

Mechanism of Purification: Dominance via Flow (Saryan): When the
soul, through its substantial motion, unites with this strong existential act
of repentance, a new, more intense, and luminous existential reality is
formed within it. According to the Principle of the Flow of Existence, this
stronger existential reality (born of repentance) dominates, absorbs, and
nullifies the weaker existential reality (born of sin) within the same
substrate—the soul. The analogy is one of a powerful new light dispelling
prior darkness.

Resolution of the Identity Paradox via Substantial Motion: The theory
of Substantial Motion provides the key to reconciling profound change
with persistent identity. The human soul is in constant substantial flux.
What remains constant and constitutes personal identity is the soul's
continuous existential relationship (rabf) and dependence on God as its
sustaining cause. This relational "thread" persists. What changes radically
is the existential reality or the qualitative grade of the soul's existence
within this ongoing relationship. Repentance changes the soul's content
(from a dark, impure grade to a luminous, pure grade) while preserving its
relational container (the connection to God). This transformative
possibility is available as long as the soul is engaged in substantial motion
within the material world—that is, until the moment of death. At death,
this motion ceases, the soul's otherworldly form is fixed, and the window
for such fundamental change closes.

Conclusion

This research concludes that Mulla Sadra's philosophical system provides a
profound and coherent metaphysical framework for understanding repentance.
By integrating the principles of the Primacy of Existence, Gradation, Substantial
Motion, and the Flow of Existence, he redefines tawbah from a moral-legal
concept into an ontological process of soul-reconstruction. It is the conscious,
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voluntary redirection of the soul's substantial motion from deviation towards its
ultimate perfection. This framework successfully explains how a soul
intrinsically united with sin can be utterly purified without the loss of personal
identity, distinguishing between the unchanging relational identity and the
transformable qualitative existential reality. Therefore, repentance, in the view
of Transcendent Philosophy, represents the ultimate hope and metaphysical
means for human salvation, enabling existential rebirth and ascent towards
divine proximity until the final breath of earthly life.
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