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The issue of corporeal resurrection (al-ma‘ad al-jismani) is one of the
fundamental questions in Islamic philosophy and occupies a central
position in Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy. Relying on
principles such as the primacy of existence, substantial motion, and
the unity of the intellect and the intelligible, Mulla Sadra presents a
dynamic interpretation of resurrection according to which the
otherworldly body is generated through the gradual existential
perfection of the soul, rather than being a return of the eclemental
worldly body. In contrast, Hakim Mulla Hadi Sabzevari, while
remaining largely faithful to the general framework of Transcendent
Philosophy, raises critical objections regarding the mode of
realization of the otherworldly body and the preservation of personal
identity in the hereafter. He proposes the theory of the “dahrT form of
the body,” emphasizing that true resurrection requires the continuity
of personal identity through the return of the same worldly body in a
supra-temporal and supra-material realm, namely dahr. This article
offers a comparative analysis of Mulla Sadra’s and SabzevarT’s views
on corporeal resurrection, examines the philosophical foundations of
both theories, and analyzes Sabzevari’s critiques of the Sadrian
account, ultimately evaluating the explanatory capacity of the theory
of the dahr1 body in the philosophical understanding of resurrection.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The problem of corporeal resurrection (al-ma‘ad al-jismani) has long been one
of the most debated issues in Islamic philosophy, theology, and Qur’anic
exegesis. While Muslim philosophers generally agree on the survival of the
human soul after death, they differ significantly in explaining the nature of the
resurrected body and the preservation of personal identity in the hereafter. This
debate becomes especially complex in relation to questions such as the
continuity of bodily identity, the ontological status of the afterlife body, and the
relationship  between divine justice and individual recompense.
Within this intellectual context, Mulla Sadra (d. 1050/1640), the founder of
Transcendent Philosophy (al-hikma al-muta‘aliya), presents an influential theory
of corporeal resurrection grounded in principles such as the primacy of existence
(asalat al-wujud), substantial motion (al-haraka al-jawhariyya), and the unity of
the intellect and the intelligible. According to his view, the otherworldly body is
not identical with the elemental body of this world but is formed through the
soul’s existential development and the embodiment of its actions in the imaginal
realm.

Hakim Mulla Hadi Sabzevari (d. 1289/1873), one of the most prominent
commentators and interpreters of Mulla Sadra, generally accepts the core
principles of Transcendent Philosophy. Nevertheless, he introduces critical
reflections concerning the Sadrian account of the afterlife body, particularly with
regard to the preservation of personal identity and the ontological continuity
between the worldly and otherworldly body. Sabzevari proposes the theory of
the “dahrT form of the body,” offering an alternative interpretation of corporeal
resurrection within the same philosophical tradition.

Methods

This study adopts an analytical-comparative method grounded in textual
analysis of primary philosophical sources. The main Sadrian texts examined
include al-Asfar al-arba ‘a and related writings on resurrection and eschatology,
while Sabzevari’s views are primarily analyzed through Sharh al-Manziima and
Asrar al-Hikam.

The research proceeds by first reconstructing the ontological and
epistemological foundations of Mulla Sadra’s theory of the otherworldly body,
particularly his account of substantial motion, imaginal embodiment, and the
causal relation between the soul and its post-mortem body. It then examines
Sabzevari’s interpretive and critical remarks, focusing on how he reformulates
the problem of bodily identity through the concepts of time (zaman), dahr, and
eternity (sarmad).

Rather than rejecting Sadrian metaphysics, the study situates Sabzevari’s
position as an internal philosophical revision aimed at clarifying unresolved
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tensions within Transcendent Philosophy. Special attention is given to the
philosophical coherence of each theory and their capacity to address issues of
identity, justice, and eschatological realism.

Results

The analysis shows that Mulla Sadra conceives the otherworldly body as an
imaginal body (jism mithali) that emerges through the soul’s existential
intensification during substantial motion. In this framework, bodily resurrection
1s understood as the manifestation of the soul’s inner reality in a non-material yet
perceptible form, shaped by moral dispositions and actions. While this theory
successfully avoids materialistic and symbolic interpretations of resurrection, it
raises questions regarding the ontological continuity between the worldly body
and the resurrected one.

Sabzevari addresses these concerns by introducing the notion of the dahri
body. According to him, the worldly body possesses a stable, non-temporal form
preserved in the realm of dahr, which transcends temporal succession and
material change. Resurrection, therefore, does not involve the creation of a new
body by the soul, but rather the reappearance of the same bodily identity in a
higher ontological mode.

The study identifies several distinct critiques advanced by SabzevarT:

1. the insufficiency of imaginal embodiment alone to guarantee numerical
personal identity;

2. the ambiguity of bodily continuity in purely imaginal generation;

3. the need for a stable ontological substrate to ground divine justice and
individualized recompense;

4. the limitation of explaining resurrection solely through post-mortem

existential becoming.
At the same time, the findings indicate that Sabzevari does not deny the
role of moral actions or existential transformation; instead, he interprets
them as determining the mode of manifestation of the dahrt body rather
than its origination.

Conclusion
The study concludes that Sabzevari’s theory of the dahrT body represents a
significant internal development within Transcendent Philosophy rather than a
rejection of Sadrian metaphysics. By emphasizing the preservation of bodily
1dentity in the realm of dahr, Sabzevart seeks to reinforce the ontological realism
of corporeal resurrection and to provide a more explicit foundation for personal
identity and divine justice in the hereafter.

While Mulla Sadra’s theory remains philosophically powerful in explaining
the dynamic relation between the soul and its post-mortem embodiment,
SabzevarT’s reinterpretation highlights unresolved tensions concerning bodily
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continuity. The theory of the dahrT body thus offers an alternative explanatory
framework that complements and critically refines the Sadrian account.

Ultimately, this comparative analysis demonstrates that debates on corporeal
resurrection within Islamic philosophy are not merely doctrinal disagreements
but reflect deeper ontological and metaphysical concerns about identity,
temporality, and the structure of existence itself.
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