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The evolution of the soul after separation from the body is a central
issue in the philosophy of the soul. While Transcendent Theosophy
primarily emphasizes substantial motion within the terrestrial realm,
the continuity of this motion in the intermediary realm (al-barzakh)
has rarely been analyzed independently. This study addresses
whether the disembodied soul continues to undergo substantial
motion and whether this serves as the foundation of the soul’s
evolution in the barzakh.

Utilizing an analytical-demonstrative method and relying on al-
Asfar al-Arba‘ah, this article demonstrates that, from Mulla Sadra’s
perspective, substantial motion is not confined to the realm of
nature. Due to the inherent fluidity of existence, this motion
continues within the imaginal realm. The findings suggest that the
soul’s evolution in the barzakh is not accidental, but rooted in the
soul’s existential structure; therefore, any static interpretation of the
soul in the barzakh is inconsistent with the principles of
Transcendent Theosophy.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The existential quality of the human soul after separation from the natural body
and before the final resurrection is one of the most fundamental and challenging
issues in Islamic philosophy, particularly within Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent
Theosophy (al-Hikmat al-Muta’aliyah). The core ontological question is whether
the human soul attains a state of existential stillness after leaving the realm of
nature, or if it continues its intrinsic flow and intensification in a new ontological
mode. In Mulla Sadra’s philosophical system, the principle of “Substantial
Motion” (al-haraka al-jawhariyya) serves as the cornerstone for explaining the
genesis, evolution, and existential intensification of all contingent beings.
Through this principle, neither the material world nor the human soul can
experience absolute stasis at any stage of their existence. Despite Mulla Sadra’s
repeated emphasis on the permeation of motion throughout all levels of
existence, the precise relationship between this principle and the realm of
Barzakh (the intermediary world) has remained a subject of intense academic
inquiry and interpretive disagreement. While some traditional interpretations,
relying on theological or esoteric teachings, view the state of the soul after death
as a static condition devoid of further transformation—often emphasizing the
concept of the “cessation of obligation™ (inqita’ al-taklif)—this research argues
that such a reading is fundamentally incompatible with Sadra’s ontological
foundations, specifically the “Primordiality of Existence” (asalat al-wujud), the
“Gradation of Being” (tashkik al-wujud), and the intrinsic fluidity of the reality
of existence. The primary objective of this article is to demonstrate that the
human soul, even after severing its ties with the material body, remains a fluid,
living substance in a continuous state of existential intensification, actively
pursuing its evolution within the realm of Barzakh.

Methodology

This research employs an “analytical-demonstrative” method, grounded in a
rigorous textual analysis of Mulla Sadra’s foundational works, specifically the
first and third volumes of al-Asfar al-Arba’ah, where the theory of substantial
motion and the hierarchy of the soul are articulated with profound philosophical
precision and a distinctive mystical language. Initially, the core ontological
pillars of Transcendent Theosophy—including the primacy of existence, the
gradation of being, and substantial motion—were systematically extracted and
integrated with the ontological logic of the afterlife. Subsequently, by resolving
apparent contradictions between the concepts of “immateriality” (tajarrud) and
“motion,” the role of the ‘“faculty of imagination” (quwwat al-khayal) was
identified as the essential axis for the manifestation of imaginal forms and the
perpetual continuation of the soul’s motion. Finally, by formulating five key
logical proofs—including the proof of the gradation of being, the activity of the
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faculty of imagination, the concomitance of survival and renewal, the causality
of deeds, and the incompatibility of stasis with the reality of existence—the
internal coherence of the Sadrian system in explaining the soul’s grand journey
from the material world to Barzakh, and eventually to the station of resurrection,
was firmly established.

Findings

The research findings demonstrate that in Transcendent Theosophy,
“immateriality” does not signify the absolute negation of motion, but rather an
elevation in the mode of movement from “material and temporal” to “existential
and intensive.” Barzakh is not a realm of suspension, but a distinct ontological
state where the “imaginal body” (al-jism al-mithali) provides the necessary
capacity for the soul to attain new levels of actuality and experiential realization.
Since the human soul in Barzakh has not yet reached the ultimate intellectual
actuality (the station of separated intellects), it remains endowed with levels of
potentiality and must necessarily continue its existential intensification.
Furthermore, the concept of “cessation of action” in Barzakh refers exclusively
to the loss of voluntary agency based on material instruments, not the stoppage
of the soul’s existential flow. The faculty of imagination, upon separation from
the physical body, achieves relative independence, serving as the locus for the
gradual manifestation of deeds and the realization of substantial motion; thus,
the soul progresses from the realm of imaginal immateriality toward the horizon
of intellectual immateriality in a continuous, graded manner.

Conclusion

The final analysis confirms that existential stasis of the soul in Barzakh is
fundamentally inconsistent with the core principles of Transcendent Theosophy.
Existence is inherently dynamic and intensive; therefore, no stage of being can
be deemed absolutely static or devoid of inner transformation. Barzakh is a
necessary, integral station in the soul’s journey; a stage where the soul moves
toward the presence of the Creator through continuous existential intensification.
“Barzakhi evolution” is not an interpretative hypothesis but a logical
consequence of Sadrian ontology. Consequently, in Mulla Sadra’s system,
Barzakh is not a point of termination, but a dynamic field for the objective and
evolutionary manifestation of the soul’s virtues and inherent potential,
representing a logical and constructive continuation of the journey that
commenced in the material world and continues toward the Divine, ad infinitum.
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