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In The Incoherence of the Philosophers, Muhammad al-Ghazali
excommunicates the philosophers on three grounds: denial of the
origination of the world, denial of God’s knowledge of particulars,
and denial of bodily resurrection. Nevertheless, Alexander Treiger
advances the view that al-Ghazali, in his final position, did not
believe in bodily resurrection. To this end, he adduces evidence
from various works of al-Ghazali. In the present article, this
evidence, together with other evidence to which Treiger has not
referred, is examined. This evidence suggests Treiger’s claim;
however, a descriptive-analytical approach, in light of al-Ghazali’s
repeated explicit affirmations of bodily resurrection, shows that this
evidence can be accounted for: in some of these cases, al-Ghazali
appears to be concerned with explaining the spiritual dimension of
resurrection, not denying its bodily dimension. In some others,
where al-Ghazali raises the contrast between this world and the
hereafter, an attempt is made to explain these cases on the basis of
the occasionalism endorsed by al-Ghazali. In the end, the likelihood
is strengthened that al-Ghazali did not abandon his belief in bodily
resurrection.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In The Incoherence of the Philosophers, and in some of his other works, al-
Ghazali excommunicates the philosophers on account of their denial of bodily
resurrection. However, there are statements in other works of al-Ghazali that, at
least at first glance, are not compatible with bodily resurrection. In Alexander
Treiger’s Philosophical Sufism. In Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-
Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition, Alexander Treiger strengthens the
possibility that al-Ghazali abandoned belief in bodily resurrection. In the present
article, we present Treiger’s evidence for attributing the denial of bodily
resurrection to al-Ghazali, and we add further evidence of our own. In our view,
many of these pieces of evidence admit of a response and do not indicate a
denial of bodily resurrection, although some of them merit consideration.
Nevertheless, we have attempted to interpret these as well, in light of al-
Ghazali’s numerous explicit affirmations of bodily resurrection, in such a way
that they do not indicate the negation of bodily resurrection.

Method of Study
This article was written using a descriptive-analytical method.

Findings

1. The fact that al-Ghazali, in certain passages, explains belief in imaginal and
intellectual resurrection without refuting it does not necessarily mean that he
himself accepts these views. Examination of these cases shows that, in such
instances, al-Ghazali is concerned to make another point and has no need to
criticize non-bodily resurrection. For example, in Mizan al- ‘Amal, al-Ghazali
seeks to make the point that happiness is attained solely through knowledge
and practice, and he aims to encourage the reader to acquire knowledge and
practice even if that reader should deny bodily resurrection. For this reason,
we see that on the following pages of The Balance of Action, al-Ghazali looks
for a way to persuade even the deniers of resurrection to devote themselves to
knowledge and practice, and argues that one who turns away from knowledge
and practice is unhappy even from a worldly point of view.

2. In some cases, al-Ghazali regards the world of the hereafter as indescribable.
Apparently, in such cases al-Ghazali i1s concerned with focusing on the
spiritual dimension of resurrection, and is not seeking to state its bodily
dimension, so that from his silence on this matter one could regard him as a
denier of bodily resurrection.

3. Some statements of al-Ghazali refer to the contrast between this world and
the hereafter. It may be possible to explain these statements on the basis of al-
Ghazali’s occasionalism. The explanation is that the world of the hereafter
can differ from our bodily world and yet still be bodily in part, in the sense
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that the soul returns to the body, while the body in the hereafter does not

necessarily possess all the characteristics of the body in this world. The

divine custom is that matters pertaining to the hereafter may have effects that
they did not necessarily have in this world. For example, embodiment hinders
the human being’s spiritual immersion, but this pertains only to this world; in
the hereafter, bodily pleasures do not hinder spiritual pleasures. Likewise, the
eschatological body is such that it is not perceptible through worldly senses.

4. Al-Ghazali’s statements concerning the vision of God in the hereafter are
complex. In this case, three possible explanations may be given.

One explanation is based on occasionalism, as follows: in this world, the eye,
in accordance with the divine custom, does not have the power to see God; but if
a human being in this world attains knowledge of God and inward vision of
Him, then, in accordance with the divine custom, this very material eye acquires
in the hereafter the power to see God. Another explanation is that the hereafter
does possess a bodily dimension, but the vision of God in the hereafter is not
ocular vision, since God is not bodily. The third explanation is that the hereafter
has no bodily dimension, and therefore ocular vision is ruled out (Treiger’s
explanation). Therefore, even if we assume that al-Ghazali’s real view is that the
vision of God in the hereafter is not ocular vision, Treiger’s explanation is still
not uniquely determined, since the other two explanations are also possible.

Conclusion

Treiger’s claim is that the influence of Avicenna’s doctrines on al-Ghazali was
so extensive that he ultimately came to accept the Avicennian doctrine of non-
bodily resurrection. By examining Treiger’s evidence, we arrived at the
conclusion that al-Ghazali’s statements can be explained in such a way that they
do not entail the denial of bodily resurrection.
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