o
KoToho Instase of Hgber
Education

History of Islamic Philosophy
Home Page: hpi.aletaha

Online ISSN: 2981-2097

A Comparative Re-examination of Dawani and Mulla
Sadra's Explanation of Mental Existence: An Analysis of
the Link between Ontology and Epistemology

Zhaleh Moradr

| Somayeh Monfared™ " |
Shamsollah Serz'lj3

1. Ph.D. Graduate in Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Ilam University, [lam, Iran.
E-mail: moradi.j683@gmail.com
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Ilam University, Ilam, Iran

(Corresponding author).

E-mail: so.monfared@ilam.ac.ir
3. Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Ilam University, [lam, Iran.

E-mail: sh.seraj@ilam.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received

2026/06/07

Received in revised form
2026/07/06

Accepted

2026/07/07

Published online
2026/09/22

Keywords:

Mental Existence, Basit
al-Hagqigah; Tasha un;
Dhawq al-Ta’alluh; Jalal
al-Din Dawani; Mulla
Sadra; Transcendent
Philosophy.

This study examines the relationship between Jalal al-Din Dawant's
theory of tasha'un (manifestation) and Mulla Sadra's account of
mental existence by investigating the connection between ontology
and epistemology in the Islamic philosophical tradition. Using an
analytical-comparative method and drawing upon the works of
Dawani and Mulla Sadra, the study argues that several central
elements of Dawani's thought—particularly his doctrine of Dhawq
al-Ta'alluh and his concept of tasha'un—provide a theoretical
framework for a unity-oriented interpretation of the relationship
between being and knowledge. Within this framework, intelligible
forms are understood not as independent entities but as modes and
levels of the manifestation of reality within the realm of cognition.
The study further shows that Mulla Sadra reformulated these
conceptual capacities within a more systematic philosophical
framework through the principles of the primacy of existence (asalat
al-wujiid), the doctrine of Bastt al-Haqiqah, and his distinctive
account of mental existence. Accordingly, mental existence in
Transcendent Philosophy is not merely a theory of the mental
representation of external objects; rather, it should be understood
within the ontological foundations of Sadrian philosophy and in
light of the logic of unity-in-diversity. The findings suggest that
certain theoretical elements in DawanT's thought constitute important
conceptual foundations for understanding Mulla Sadra's account of
mental existence and the structural relationship between ontology
and epistemology in Transcendent Philosophy.

Cite this article: Moradi, Zh; Monfared, M; Serdj, Sh (2026). A Comparative Re-examination of Dawani and
Mulla Sadra's Explanation of Mental Existence: An Analysis of the Link between Ontology and Epistemology,

History of Islamic Philosophy, 5 (3), 79-104.
https://doi.org/10.22034/hpi.2026.585412.1211

© The Author(s). Publisher: Ale-Taha Institute of Higher Education Institute.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/hpi.2026.585412.1211




History of Islamic Philosophy/Vol.5/Issu.19/Autumn.2026 80

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The relationship between ontology and epistemology has always been a central
concern in Islamic philosophy. One of the most significant issues reflecting this
relationship is the theory of mental existence (al-wujid al-dhihni), which
explains how external realities become present to the knowing subject. Although
this theory reaches its most systematic formulation in Mulla Sadra's
Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta ‘aliyyah), many of its conceptual
foundations can be traced to earlier philosophers. Among them, Jalal al-Din
Dawant occupies a distinctive position.

In several of his philosophical works, particularly al-Zawra’, Dawani
presents an ontological perspective that extends beyond the classical Peripatetic
interpretation of knowledge. Through the doctrines of Dhawq al-Ta’alluh and
Tasha’un, he interprets multiplicity as different manifestations of a single reality
and understands cognition as a mode of the disclosure of that reality. This
perspective opens the possibility of interpreting mental existence within an
ontological rather than merely logical or psychological framework.

The present study investigates the relationship between Dawani's theory of
Tasha'un and Mulla Sadra's explanation of mental existence. Rather than
limiting the discussion to historical influence, it examines the conceptual
continuity between the two philosophers and explores how Dawani's ideas may
have provided a theoretical background for Mulla Sadra's systematic
reconstruction of the relationship between existence and knowledge.

Methods

This study employs an analytical-comparative approach based on close textual
analysis of primary philosophical sources. The principal texts include Dawant's
discussions of existence, knowledge, Dhawg al-Ta’alluh, and Tasha un,
especially in al-Zawra’, together with Mulla Sadra's major works, including a/-
Asfar al-Arba‘ah, Mabda’ wa Ma‘ad, and Sarayan al-Wujid. Relevant
contemporary studies were also consulted to clarify interpretative issues
concerning mental existence and the doctrine of Basit al-Haqiqah.

The analysis proceeds in three stages. First, Dawani's account of mental
existence is reconstructed by distinguishing between his Peripatetic explanation
and his later ontological interpretation based on Tasha un. Second, the
relationship between Mulla Sadra's doctrine of Basit al-Hagigah and his theory
of mental existence is examined in order to explain the structural connection
between ontology and epistemology within his philosophical system. Finally, the
conceptual relationship between the two philosophers is evaluated to determine
whether DawanT's ideas can be regarded as an important intellectual background
for Mulla Sadra's philosophical reconstruction.
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Results

The study shows that Dawan's discussion of mental existence cannot be reduced
to the traditional Peripatetic account. While he accepts the classical
understanding of mental existence as the presence of the object's essence in the
mind, his later writings reinterpret this issue within a broader ontological
framework. According to the doctrine of Tasha un, multiplicity represents
different manifestations of one reality rather than independent existents.
Consequently, mental forms are understood as modes of the manifestation of
reality within different levels of cognition.

This interpretation significantly reduces the ontological gap between subject
and object. Knowledge is no longer viewed merely as a representation of
external reality but as an existential disclosure of reality within the knowing
subject. In this framework, the differences among sensory, imaginative, and
intellectual cognition arise from differences in the levels of manifestation rather
than from differences in the reality disclosed.

The comparative analysis further demonstrates that Mulla Sadra develops
these conceptual tendencies within a more systematic philosophical structure. By
integrating the principles of the primacy of existence (Asalat al-Wujid), the
doctrine of Basit al-Haqiqah, and his theory of mental existence, he provides an
ontological explanation of cognition. Mental existence therefore becomes one of
the modes of existential manifestation rather than a merely subjective
representation of external objects.

The findings also indicate that Dawant's concepts of Dhawg al-Ta alluh and
Tasha'un provide important conceptual resources for understanding Mulla
Sadra's explanation of mental existence. Although Mulla Sadra reconstructs
these ideas within a distinct metaphysical system, the conceptual continuity
between the two philosophers is evident in their shared effort to interpret
knowledge through the unity of existence.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the relationship between Dawani and Mulla Sadra
should be understood primarily as a conceptual rather than merely historical
relationship. Dawani's interpretation of existence through Dhawg al-Ta alluh
and Tasha 'un establishes an ontological framework in which multiplicity is
understood as manifestation and existential dependence upon a single reality.
Within this perspective, knowledge is interpreted as a mode of the disclosure of
reality rather than a purely representational process.

Mulla Sadra reformulates these conceptual possibilities within the
comprehensive framework of Transcendent Philosophy. By integrating them
with the principles of the primacy of existence and the doctrine of Basit al-
Hagqgiqah, he establishes a systematic relationship between ontology and
epistemology in which the theory of mental existence becomes an expression of
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his broader metaphysical commitments.

The originality of this study lies in demonstrating that Dawant's theory of
Tasha 'un is significant not only for understanding the historical development of
Islamic philosophy but also for explaining the structural relationship between
ontology and epistemology in Mulla Sadra's philosophy. The findings suggest
that some conceptual elements of Dawant's thought provide an important
framework for reinterpreting the Sadrian theory of mental existence and for
understanding the philosophical unity underlying Transcendent Philosophy.
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