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Given the social nature of man and his inherent love of self and
inclination towards self-interest, the issue of peace and war has
always been at the center of attention of philosophical schools. This
study, using a descriptive-analytical method and focusing on Mulla
Sadra's thought, examines the question of whether a theory for the
realization of "peace" can be presented based on his perception of
"reason" as a fundamental dimension of human existence? The
findings show that from Mulla Sadra's perspective, when reason
overcomes animalistic powers and ignorance, man's lustful and self-
interested nature is moderated. This rule of reason over other aspects
of the soul cultivates virtues in man that lead the individual first to
inner peace and, if other conditions are ready and obstacles are
removed, to external "wise peace"; a justice-oriented peace that
ensures the security of the human body and soul and aims for the
common good. Therefore, Sadra's anthropology has a contingent
capacity for building a lasting peace.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Among the most fundamental shared concerns of human beings across diverse
cultures throughout history has been the question of peace and security. Yet
governments have consistently adopted war—understood as organized
violence—as the primary means of resolving conflicts and disputes. It is
therefore necessary to investigate the roots of this manifest contradiction. Given
that peace and war are relatively intuitive concepts for human beings, and that
most individuals have concretely experienced them in the course of their lives,
the urgency of tracing their origins in order to resolve this problem is evident.
Clearly, this task falls within the province of philosophy and the thought of
philosophers. Although concepts such as peace, security, justice, and war are not
explicitly thematized in the philosophical works of various schools, a deep and
meticulous examination of each philosopher's doctrines can yield and extract
them.

Transcendent Theosophy (al-Hikmat al-Muta'aliyah), by virtue of its capacity
and potential for expansion across all dimensions of anthropology, ontology, and
teleology, as well as its power to address a wide range of problems, is today
regarded as one of the most influential schools of Islamic philosophy, having
gathered around it a circle of unparalleled thinkers and scholars. In effect,
Transcendent Theosophy constitutes the continuation of philosophical life in the
Islamic world and Iran. When a school possesses such comprehensiveness and
explanatory power, it cannot be presumed to lack a political philosophy, even if
no explicit discourse on politics appears in its discussions. Indeed, no complete
philosophical school can be conceived that does not entail a certain view or
theory concerning politics. Transcendent Theosophy, like a vast and profound
ocean of immense dimensions, serves as a rich source from which any thinker or
researcher, in accordance with their needs and capacities, may, through
purposeful inquiry, extract the desired pearl from the shell of its principles and
foundations. This is precisely what the later philosophers following Mulla
Sadra—who remained faithful to this school—accomplished, employing its
framework to articulate their own ideas on various subjects, including political
philosophy. For a discussion of the possibility or impossibility of peace in Mulla
Sadra's thought to be well-grounded, one must first address the possibility and
existence of a political theory in his philosophy.

Methods

This study, employing a descriptive-analytical method and focusing on Mulla
Sadra’s thought, examines the question of whether, based on his conception of
‘reason’ (al-'aql) as a fundamental dimension of human existence, a theory for
the realization of ‘peace’ (al-salam) can be articulated.”
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Findings

The findings indicate that, from Mulla Sadra's perspective, when reason (al-'aql)
prevails over the animal faculties and ignorance (al-jahl), the concupiscent and
self-interested nature of the human being is moderated. This governance of
reason over the other faculties of the soul (al-nafs) cultivates virtues in the
human being that first lead the individual to inner peace (al-salam al-batint), and
then—provided that other conditions are met and obstacles are removed—to an
external 'wise peace' (al-salam al-hakimi); a justice-oriented peace that secures
both the physical and spiritual security of the human being and aims at the
common good (al-maslaha al-'amma). Thus, Sadrian philosophical anthropology
possesses a dispositional capacity for the establishment of a sustainable peace.

Conclusion

It can be concluded that Mulla Sadra holds multiple meanings for intellect (‘aql).
He divides intellect into two kinds: theoretical and practical. For theoretical
intellect, he posits four grades: material intellect (‘aql haytlani), intellect-in-habit
(‘aql bi-l-malaka), actual intellect (‘aql bi-1-fi'l), and acquired intellect (‘aql bi-I-
mustafad). For practical intellect, he explains four stages: purification (takhliya),
adornment (tajalliya), theophanic disclosure (tahliya), and annihilation (fana'). In
contrast, he divides ignorance (jahl) into three meanings: simple ignorance,
compound ignorance, and ignorance in opposition to intellect. He states that
ignorance in opposition to intellect is an existential entity which, like intellect,
possesses hosts (juniid), and it is this third meaning that is intended by
"ignorance" in the hadith of the hosts of intellect and ignorance. In another
sense, Mulla Sadra presents intellect as the entire identity of the human being,
not merely a faculty among the faculties of the soul. This view of intellect
considers a human being human to the extent that he possesses knowledge, and
it grounds the ethical system (practical wisdom) upon this basis. On the other
hand, Mulla Sadra holds that knowledge is consubstantial with existence and
also that knowledge is consubstantial with ethics; therefore, it can be said that
existence is likewise consubstantial with ethics. Thus, the entire reality of the
human being depends on intellectual life, and intellectual life is concomitant
with his existential amplitude. The higher the rank of rationality a human being
attains, the greater his existential amplitude, and consequently, the more ethical
his mode of existence will be. The dominance of the apparatus of ignorance over
the apparatus of intellect plunges the human being into forgetfulness,
heedlessness, and imprudence, causing the concupiscent and irascible faculties
to dominate the rational soul, thereby driving the soul toward unworthy acts such
as injustice, inequity, greed, oppression, arrogance, and ultimately war.
However, if the intellect and its forces manage the apparatus of ignorance and
the animal nature of the human being, this rationality moderates the lustful, self-
interested, and acquisitive disposition, guiding the human being toward goods
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and peace founded upon justice — a peace that safeguards security, dignity, and
faith — as well as toward beatitude-bestowing peace. In this case, the ground is
prepared for a peaceful life accompanied by altruism and sustainable peace. For
the more the human being's existence expands from the lower material and
animal grades toward the higher intellectual grades, the more it progresses from
darkness toward a luminous and subtle existence, and the greater the ground
becomes for the acquisition of properly human virtues as habitual dispositions,
including justice, fidelity, friendship, forbearance, and gentleness. These
habitual dispositions draw the human being at the rank of intellect toward the
universal good and necessitate the establishment and expansion of sustainable
peace.
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