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Contemporary Western Thinkers: Jaspers, Frankl, and Taylor,"
explores whether a synthetic model of life's meaning can emerge
from dialogue between two distinct traditions: the ontological
approach of Transcendent Theosophy—grounded in the principiality
of existence, gradation of existence, and substantial motion in
Allameh Tabatabai's philosophy—and the existential, interpretive,
human-centered approach of contemporary Western philosophy. The
central question is whether interaction between these two horizons
can yield a comprehensive model of meaning that remains faithful to
its metaphysical, truth-oriented dimension while also honoring
humanity's lived, historical experience. The main hypothesis holds
that for Allameh Tabatabai, meaning is rooted in the human being's
existential relation to Absolute Truth and the divine realm, giving it
an ontological and innate foundation; whereas for Jaspers, Frankl,
and Taylor, within existentialist and hermeneutic frameworks,
meaning formation depends more on consciousness, individual
experience, and cultural context. Using an analytical-comparative
method, the findings suggest that combining these approaches yields
a more coherent model in which meaning arises not merely from
mind or culture, but from the connection between existential truth
and human experience.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The question of the meaning of life has become a fundamental concern in
contemporary philosophy, following the decline of religious narratives and the
spiritual crises of the modern era. In the Islamic tradition, Allameh Tabatabaei,
relying on the divine nature of man, considers meaning to be rooted in the
structure of existence and man’s existential relationship with absolute truth. In
contrast, Frankl seeks meaning in the “will to meaning” and the encounter with
suffering, Jaspers in “borderline situations,” and Taylor in “moral and cultural
horizons.” Previous research has often been limited to superficial descriptions or
comparisons. The main question is whether it is possible to present a unified
model that is both faithful to the metaphysical depth of meaning and
encompasses human lived experience.

Methods

The present study was conducted using an analytical-comparative method and
systematically examines three fundamental axes: the anthropological axis, the
epistemological axis, and the cultural axis. The structure of the article consists of
three main parts: first, a detailed analysis of the ontological, epistemological,
and anthropological foundations of the meaning of life in the thought of Allameh
Tabataba'i, relying on his key works; second, a comparative comparison of
Tabataba'i's view with the views of Jaspers, Frankl, and Taylor, emphasizing the
fundamental differences in their theoretical frameworks; and third, a
presentation of a three-layered and integrated model that brings these views
together in a coherent structure. The study also includes a critical review of
primary and secondary Persian and Arabic sources, as well as scientific articles
published in Persian journals, in order to map existing research and identify
research gaps. The analytical framework of the research distinguishes between
the level of the metaphysical foundation of meaning and the level of its
empirical realization, allowing seemingly disparate approaches to be integrated
in a precise and flexible manner.

Results

In the thought of Allameh Tabataba'i, meaning originates from the originality of
existence and the doubt of existence. Existence is an objective and hierarchical
reality, and meaning is rooted in the objective structure, not in linguistic or
social conventions. Man achieves meaning by understanding his existential
relationship with the system of existence and absolute truth. Substantial
movement shows that man is in constant evolution and meaning is subject to the
direction of his existential movement towards perfection. Epistemologically, the
science of presence, that is, the immediate presence of the effect with the cause,
is the basis for the realization of original meaning. From an anthropological
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perspective, nature is a pre-rational tendency towards absolute truth that makes
meaning something discovered, not constructed.In contrast, Frankl sees meaning
in the will to meaning, in the context of suffering, freedom, and responsibility,
and considers it an existential and phenomenological matter, not metaphysical.
Jaspers finds meaning emerging in borderline situations; Where the collapse of
ordinary structures allows for an existential opening towards the transcendent.
Taylor conceives of meaning in cultural and ethical horizons, and in the form of
shared narratives, traditions and frameworks.A comparative comparison shows
that in Tabatabaei’s thought, meaning is subject to the structure of existence;
while in Jaspers, it is subject to human experience of existence. In Tabatabaei,
meaning is a priori and ontological, but in Frankl it is a posteriori and emergent
from experience. Also, Tabatabaei considers religious society as the context for
the realization of pre-existing meaning, while Taylor considers society as the
source of the construction of meaning.

Conclusion

The present study presents a three-layered and integrated model for the meaning
of life, which is derived from the perspectives of Allameh Tabatabaei, Frankl,
Jaspers, and Taylor :The first layer is the ontological layer, which considers
meaning as an existential truth, rooted in the hierarchical structure of existence
and a direction towards absolute perfection, and is derived from Tabatabaei's
thought. The second layer is the existential-experiential layer, which reveals
meaning in human lived experience through suffering, responsibility, and
borderline situations, and is derived from the views of Frankl and Jaspers.The
third layer is the cultural-hermeneutic layer, which formulates meaning in the
historical and cultural context, language, tradition, and collective narratives, and
is based on Taylor's thought.This model has several advantages: it avoids
existential reductionism and does not reduce meaning solely to individual
experience; It avoids pure metaphysical abstraction and does not separate
meaning from lived experience; it establishes a link between metaphysics and
hermeneutics, allowing for a dialogue between transcendental and hermeneutic
philosophy; and it simultaneously explains “truth” and “lifeworld”.The
innovation of the research lies in the systematic examination of three
fundamental axes in a structured comparative analysis that allows for the
transition from confrontation to dialogue between Islamic and Western
philosophy. This framework also has practical applications for confronting
contemporary existential and spiritual crises and can guide therapeutic,
educational, and cultural interventions. Finally, the meaning of life is defined as
a continuous process of “the emergence of truth in human lived experience in the
context of culture,” which opens new horizons for future research in the
philosophy of religion, philosophical anthropology, and interdisciplinary studies
of meaning.
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