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In the philosophy of illumination, self-awareness is proposed as the
beginning of knowing oneself as light and moving from it to know
other lights. Suhravardi considers human self-perception to be a
presence perception and considers the self to be its own evidence,
which does not need any form for this self-perception; Because
whatever form of this ego is in the mind, it is still not the ego and is
something other than the ego. Therefore, it can be concluded that in
Suhravardi's view, self-perception precedes any other perception.
This discussion in Kant's philosophy also forms a part of his
discussions. By dividing the self into the empirical self and the
transcendental self, Kant makes a difference between the perception
of these two things in humans. According to Kant, what man
remembers and knows every day with the concept of self is the
empirical self, which is obtained later from the empirical perception
for the mind, but the transcendental self, which is beyond experience,
is theoretically unknowable, and therefore Kant defines self-
awareness as perception. Post-empirical and late knows about it .In
this research, an attempt has been made to make a comparative
comparison between Sohrvardi's and Kant's views on the issue of
self-awareness.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The discussion of self-awareness and cognition that is formed in relation
to the concept of me and myself was raised in the thought of Muslim
philosophers by Ibn Sina and in the third mode of the book of Hints and
Warnings under the title of Man Suspended in the Air of Separation, that
this man, while having no empirical perception of anything, even his own
body, nevertheless understands his essence and finds himself, and thus
self-awareness in this scientific space is present and immediate.

In Western philosophy and after the Renaissance, with self-awareness
in Descartes' philosophy and his famous sentence, which is "I think,
therefore I am", the cognition of me acquires a rational and pre-
experiential cognition.

On the other hand, in the tradition of philosophical empiricism, and
especially in the thought of British philosophers, this attention to the self
as an essence, as well as the obviousness of its knowledge, was gradually
questioned, to the point that Hume considers the self and its perception to
be nothing more than an illusion that is formed with the help of memory
and imagination and with regard to a series of impressions.

This study attempts to make a comparative comparison between the
views of Suhrawardi as a Muslim philosopher who is in the context of
presence-based cognition in self-consciousness and Kant as a philosopher
who is in the middle of Descartes and Hume's views on the issue of self-
consciousness, in order to examine the differences and similarities of their
views, and to form a dialogue between these two philosophers in the two
traditions of Islamic philosophy and Western philosophy, so that in light
of this, a better understanding of the issue of self-consciousness and its
relationship with the perception of the other can be found. In a general
view, it should be noted that Suhrawardi considers self-consciousness to
be prior to the perception of the other and sees the recognition of the other
in the light of self-consciousness, while Kant considers the perception of
the other to be prior to self-consciousness and sees the recognition of
oneself in the light of the perception of the other.

Methods
Description and analysis

Results
By examining these cases and comparing the views of both philosophers,

the following conclusions can be reached:
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1. Suhrawardi examines self-consciousness in the light of philosophical
psychology and, in its shadow, examines self-perception and the
recognition of my identity. Psychology that is linked to his
metaphysical foundations and the light system and its characteristics
achieve self-consciousness in the philosophy of enlightenment.

In contrast to Suhrawardi, there is Kant, whose discussions of self-
consciousness are tied to epistemology and critical philosophy and are
examined in conjunction with them. In Kant's philosophy, philosophical
psychology, along with other metaphysical topics, loses its previous
important position, and therefore Kant's self-consciousness is examined
not in the light of psychology but in conjunction with his epistemological
discussions.

2. Suhrawardi considers self-consciousness to be a type of present
perception. In his view, self-consciousness is the presence and
immediate perception of the self that occurs without any form. Here,
the perceiver and the perceived are both one and the same and are
always present to each other.

But in Kant's philosophy, present knowledge has no place. Kant does
not accept perception that is independent of sensory experience; therefore,
not only present knowledge but also intellectual intuition and
unconditional understanding beyond experience are not considered as
knowledge in Kant's view. As stated, Kant examines the transcendental
self from a functional aspect in unifying knowledge, but he believes that
no knowledge can be obtained about it. Rather, self-consciousness and
self-knowledge are created in the midst of empirical perceptions, and
therefore, in Kant's philosophy, inner experiences are obtained only
through external experiences.

3. Suhrawardi depicts a space in self-consciousness in which one
perceives one's self, regardless of any experience or perception of
other objects.

However, in Kant's philosophy, knowledge does not occur without the
existence of its belongings and empirical phenomena; whether it is
knowledge of oneself or knowledge of others.

4. In Suhrawardi's view, the perception of others is created in the light of
self-consciousness, and it is the "I" that, with its presence and
understanding of itself, causes the perception of others and their
appearance.

However, in Kant's view, self-consciousness is created alongside the
process of perceiving the other and the other, and in the process of
understanding empirical phenomena, the fixed identity of the self
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becomes clear to man.

5. Finally, it should be noted that in Suhrawardi's philosophy, there is a
realistic space based on a specific ontology, but in Kant's philosophy, a
special type of idealistic system called transcendental idealism prevails,
which is based on a specific epistemology.

Conclusion

Their basic difference is over the opposition and precedence and
backwardness of self and other-self. Suhrawardi considers self-
consciousness to be prior to the perception of the other, and Kant
considers the perception of the other to be prior to self-consciousness.
Despite these basic differences and similarities between the thoughts of
these two philosophers, it is not easy to judge and value this comparison
and discussion of them, because each has its own approach in this field,
considering its own intellectual space; but considering the study of these
two mutual currents on this subject, the author of this research
understands the discussion of the precedence and backwardness of self-
consciousness and perception of the other in the process of consciousness
that is formed between them. The author of this research understands the
discussion of the precedence and backwardness of self-consciousness
over perception of the other in the process of consciousness that is formed
between them. In this process, each finds meaning despite each other and
determines each other. Therefore, basically in consciousness, the self and
the other are placed side by side, and each one takes precedence and delay
in relation to itself, and without such a contrast, neither the self nor the
other has meaning; therefore, it is consciousness itself that, by placing the
two together, achieves precedence and delay in relation to them.
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Mulla Sadra proposed the motion in the substance category by
proposing the theory of substantial motion (haraka jawhariyya). But he,
like other philosophers, did not accept the motion in different
categories, especially in the categories whose individuals are gradually
acquired. Because motion in them causes the phenomenon of “motion in
motion” which is impossible from the point of view of all philosophers.
But, in Allama Tabatabat’s view, the acceptance of substantial motion
requires the approval of the occurrence of some kind of secondary
motion but real movement in all categories of the nine accidental
categories. Therefore, in Allama Tabataba1’s view, motion in movement
is not only impossible, but it is possible to explain the speed and
slowness of motion in the light of acceptance of motion in motion. In
this essay, in addition to examining the foundations of Allama Tabatabait
in explaining the discussion of motion in motion, the views of his
students are also examined regarding this issue. We will see that his
students have no fundamental differences with Allama Tabatabal
regarding this theory.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Mulla Sadra created a huge change in philosophical foundations through
the theory of substantial motion. He considered the principle of the
existence of accidents (arad) and the occurrence of any motion in them to
be subordinate to the existence of the substance and its internal motion.
According to his idea, the accidents are ranks of the substance and for
other existence are considered, and the for other existence is just as the
principle of its existence is subject to the other and for it, its motion is
also subject to the other and the effect to it. Therefore, although the
substance does not need the subject in its motion, contrary to the
accidents, just as a substance does not need a subject in its existence.
Mulla Sadra says that since there must be a constant element in every
motion so that the motion is superimposed on it, he considers this
constant element as the personal unit substance with a form, whose unity
is in different forms and in the light of the unity of separated intellect
which is its subject, is preserved. Mulla Sadra considers that the
substantial motion of matter moves in form, in such a way that different
forms are always dissolved in it, and the substantial motion is the motion
of substance in substance.

Methods
This article examines the issue with a historical study along with an
analytical approach.

Findings

Among Allama Tabatabai’s innovations in substantial motion, motion
within motion, and having the end of substantial motion, which are
necessary for the essence and identity of the substance (jawhar), are not
necessary for accidental motions, although the ultimate end of substantial
motion and, as a result, the end of all material things, is complete
immateriality.

To better explain the meaning of graduation in Allama Tabatabai’s
view, the question is raised whether in the discussion of motion from
potential (quwwa) to action (fi‘’l), in other words, is there always
intensity? Ostad Motahari, in his criticism of Allama Tabatabai, says that
in motion, which means leaving the potential to act, it is true that
actualities are placed one after the other, but the next actuality is not
necessarily the intensity of the previous actuality. The necessity of some
motion, for example, motion in location is that when the object moves
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from one location to another, it has to leave the previous activity. That is,
in the category of location, the next stage of actuality is the previous
stage, but in terms of comparing the current actuality with the previous
actuality, it is not the intensity. But in the motion of the category of
quality, when the temperature of the object increases, the previous stages
of the actual motion are available. Therefore, the current stage of motion
is an increase of the previous stage of motion. In other words, in Ostad
Motahari’s view, the motion in the two categories location and situation is
such that the object cannot become more intense and complete in the next
stage. Therefore, the motion in these two categories is an increase along
with a decrease.

Some Sadraei commentators, including Allama Tabatabai, believe that
motion is equal to intensity, and non-intensity motion has no meaning.
Because the motion means going out from potentiality to action, and the
relation between potentiality and action is the relation between
imperfection and perfection. Therefore, every motion is an intensity, and
if in some cases there is an imperfection instead of an intensity, the
accident will be changed to another accident or the form will be changed
to another form.

Allama Tabatabal, after rejecting the objections expressed by Mulla
Sadra about the transformation of motion in the category of active and
passive, establishes his independent argument on the possibility, but
rather the occurrence of motion in motion. He uses substantial motion in
his argument and states that the truth is that movement in the category of
substance has many effects, and one of its branches is the occurrence of
motion in all categories. Although Mulla Sadra condemned the
occurrence of motion in the substance and has put a lot of effort into his
books to express the motion of the substance and establish an argument
for it, its branches did not satisfy this important issue. These branches,
with the evolution of the divine philosophy, bring it to a new valuable
position, and those who came after him are his hostages for this reason.

Ostad Javadi Amoli believes that Allama Tabatabail’s argument is
organized based on the following introductions: First, substantial motion
means motion in the existence of substance; That is, the existence of
substance is fluid; Second, the accidents are from the weak levels of the
substance and their relationship with the substance; It is not the same as
the ratio of the sitting of the ship to the ship so that the motion of the
sitting of the ship is horizontal and permissible; Third, that is motion in
some accidents, as like quality, quantity, relation.
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Conclusion

The issue of motion in motion is one of the disputed topics between
Allama Tabatabat and Mulla Sadra. Allama Tabatabai’s point of view
regarding motion in motion is a novel theory that can be explained by
Allama Tabatabat’s philosophical foundations, including the ontological
primacy of existence (asalat al-wujud) and substantial motion and the fact
that accident is for other of substance and its rank. By examining the
ideas of Allama Tabatabal’s students, Javadi Amoli, Misbah Yazdi, and
Fayyazi, it seems that there is no fundamental difference between Allama
Tabatabai and his students. While accepting this theory, Allama
Tabatabai’s students have tried to respond to the problems of the theory
of movement, and in various works, including the comment on Nahayeh
al-Hakema, they have clearly expressed their agreement with the original
theory of Allama Tabatabat.

The ancients considered motion permissible only in four categories.
They denied the motion in substance because they believed that with the
motion of substance, the moving essence would change. They considered
relation and habitus non-movable for the reason that they considered them
subordinate to their subject and did not give them an independent ruling;
the three categories of active, passive, and time are also not considered to
be subject to motion for the reason that motion and motion are taken
within them and motion is not movable. In this way, only four categories
of quality, quantity, location, and relation were considered movable.
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Bodily resurrection is among the most challenging issues in Islamic
hilosophy, prompting distinct explanations from major philosophers
ke Ibn Sina (Avicenna) and Mulla Sadra. Employing a descriptive-
nalytical method focused on their primary works, this article argues
1at the fundamental root of their disagreement on explaining bodily
ssurrection lies, more than any other factor, in their different
onceptions of the nature, role, and fate of the “human body.” Ibn Sina,
olding a dualistic and largely instrumental view of the body, considers
- a substance distinct from the soul, corruptible, and even an obstacle
> the soul’s ultimate perfection. This perspective confronts the
hilosophical explanation of the return of the exact same elemental
ody with serious difficulties (the impossibility of recreating the non-
xistent, the problem of identity), leading him towards reliance on
sligious scripture (ta‘abbud) in this matter. In contrast, Mulla Sadra,
zslying on the principles of Transcendent Theosophy (primacy of
xistence, substantial motion), regards the body as a lower, dynamic
>vel of the soul’s existence, undergoing essential transformation
ollowing its substantial motion. This unitarian and developmental
erspective provides the ground for a philosophical explanation of
odily resurrection wherein the otherworldly (imaginal) body is not the
s-creation of the non-existent body but the developed stage of the
sorldly body and the manifestation of the soul in a higher realm,
reated by the soul itself according to its acquired dispositions. This
rticle concludes that the “philosophy of the body” is the point of
eparture and the key to understanding the transition from the
‘eripatetic to the Sadrian approach concerning bodily resurrection.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Islamic doctrine of “bodily resurrection” (al-ma‘ad al-jismani)
presents a significant philosophical challenge in reconciling scriptural
affirmations with rational principles. This paper investigates the divergent
approaches of Abii “Ali Stna (Avicenna) and Sadr al-Muta’allihin Shirazi
(Mulla Sadra), arguing that the primary root of their differing
explanations lies in their distinct “conceptions of the human body.” Ibn
Stna’s Peripatetic framework, viewing the body as an instrument distinct
from the soul, led to philosophical difficulties in explaining the return of
the exact same elemental body, prompting reliance on scriptural
adherence (ta‘abbud). Conversely, Mulla Sadra, through his Transcendent
Theosophy, particularly the principle of substantial motion (al-harakah al-
jawhariyyah), re-conceptualized the body as an evolving dimension of the
soul. This allowed him to propose a philosophical framework where the
resurrected (imaginal) body is a natural continuation of the soul’s
development, not a mere re-creation. This study posits that the
“philosophy of the body” is the critical determinant distinguishing their
eschatological accounts.

Methods

This research utilizes a descriptive-analytical methodology, based on a
comparative textual analysis of the primary works of Ibn Stna and Mulla
Sadra. It examines their specific doctrines concerning the human bodys, its
relationship with the soul, and their consequent interpretations of bodily
resurrection, highlighting how each philosopher’s understanding of
corporeality fundamentally shapes their eschatological theories.

Results
Ibn Sina’s Conception of the Body and its Implications for Bodily

Resurrection :Ibn Sina views the human body as a composite of prime

matter and corporeal form. The soul is the “first perfection of a natural,
organic body,” yet he strongly defends the soul’s immateriality and
independence. The body serves primarily as an instrument (al1) for the
soul but is also a “veil” (hijab) to its ultimate intellectual perfection.
Death dissolves the elemental body, while the soul subsists, allowing for
spiritual resurrection.

However, scriptural affirmations of bodily resurrection presented Ibn

Stna with major philosophical difficulties:
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1. The Impossibility of Recreating the Annihilated in its Exactitude
(i‘adat al-ma‘diim bi-"aynihi): The decomposed elemental body is
“non-existent.” Philosophically, recreating the exact same body is
impossible. A similar (mithl) body does not equate to
the identical (‘ayn) one.

2. The Problem of Personal Identity (huwiyyah shakhsiyyah): If the
resurrected body is not numerically the same, the continuity of
personal identity is challenged.

3. The Redundancy of the Body for the Perfected Soul: For a soul
perfected through detachment, its return seems unnecessary.

Given these issues, Ibn Stna accepted bodily resurrection through faith in

revelation, stating it is “accepted from the Shari‘ah.”

Mulla Sadra’s Conception of the Body and his Philosophical Explanation

of Bodily Resurrection: Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy,

particularly substantial motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyyah), posits that
change occurs in the very substance of material beings. Within this

framework, the soul and body are not distinct substances but levels of a

single human reality. The body is the “lower level” (martabah nazilah) of

the soul, with the soul itself being “bodily in its origination, spiritual in its

subsistence.” The soul originates with a bodily determination and,

through substantial motion, evolves. The body transforms with the soul.
This transforms the understanding of bodily resurrection. It is not a

“re-creation” but the “natural outcome” of the soul’s substantial motion.

Death allows the soul to manifest in a higher realm (the imaginal world,

‘dlam al-mithal) with an “imaginal body” (al-badan al-mithali). This body

is:

1. Corporeal (in a broader sense): Possessing extension and form, but not
dense elemental matter.2. Subtle and Reflective: Its nature directly
mirrors the soul’s acquired dispositions (malakat).

2. A Creation of the Soul: Fashioned by the soul’s active imagination (al-
khayal al-fa“‘al).

3. A Resolution to Dilemmas: As an evolved manifestation, it bypasses
the “recreating the non-existent” issue. Personal identity is maintained
through the soul’s continuity, with the imaginal body being an evolved
stage of the worldly body.

Conclusion
The fundamental divergence between Ibn Sma and Mulla Sadra
concerning bodily resurrection is primarily rooted in their contrasting
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“philosophies of the body.” Ibn Stna’s dualistic, instrumental view of a
static, corruptible body led to philosophical impasses regarding its exact
re-creation, necessitating reliance on scriptural affirmation. His system
could not philosophically reconcile the recreation of an annihilated
particular with religious doctrine. Mulla Sadra’s unitary and evolutionary
conception, grounded in substantial motion, presents the body as an
intrinsic, dynamic aspect of the soul’s being. Bodily resurrection is thus
understood not as re-assembling a decayed past but as the soul’s
continued manifestation in a higher, imaginal bodily form—a natural
culmination of its worldly development. This allows Sadra to offer a
philosophically coherent account aligning with scripture by reinterpreting
the resurrected body’s nature and the resurrection process. The shift in
understanding corporeality—from a separate, perishable tool to an
evolving, intrinsic mode of the soul’s existence—is the pivotal factor
enabling the Sadrian solution, bridging a perceived gap between
philosophical reasoning and revealed truth on this matter.
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Awareness of the nature of knowledge, understanding the principle
of knowledge, the possibility of access to it, and also realizing its
limitations facilitates comprehension. The nature of knowledge in
Transcendent Philosophy is a phenomenon and concept that can be
applied in scientific, practical, and civil domains, and in fact, it is
certain scientific knowledge that can also encompass social
phenomena. In the philosophy of Sadr al-Mutahalin, knowledge and
its sources have hierarchies, which from a mystical perspective, in
Transcendent Wisdom are in the order of reality, law, and path.
Mulla Sadra is opposed to methodological exclusivism and,
therefore, is not limited to a specific approach; rather, he utilizes
various methods. These methods include empirical, rational,
mystical, and revelatory approaches. From Mulla Sadra's viewpoint,
sensory perceptions of particulars take precedence over rational
perceptions of universals. If sensory perceptions of particulars are
absent, reason will not be able to grasp universals, whether
conceptual or assertive, and whether self-evident or theoretical.
From the perspective of Sadr al-Mutahalin, sensory awareness and
the perception of the tangible are the origins of the formation of
initial concepts and human perceptions. It is worth noting that an
individual's perception of themselves precedes all other perceptions,
but this perception should be regarded as one of the immediate
perceptions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Based on the system of transcendental wisdom, four sources of
knowledge can be mentioned: reason, revelation, intuition and experience.
These four sources are among the epistemic sources of sublime wisdom.
In fact, transcendental wisdom benefits from a kind of epistemic
pluralism. Transcendental wisdom, unlike previous wisdoms, has the
characteristic that it uses different sources of knowledge and has
institutionalized this multiplicity of knowledge; For example, if the
epistemic source of mysticism and intuition is taken from transcendental
wisdom, naturally, a major feature and possibility of this system is taken
from it. In fact, one of the specialties of transcendental wisdom is the
presence of mysticism alongside evidence and the Qur'an. According to
Ayatollah Javadi, what made the transcendental wisdom transcendental
wisdom is this mysticism, and the most important factor that led the late
Sadr al-Muttalahin from the wisdom of masha and irshraq to the
transcendental wisdom was the issues of mysticism, Lakzaei, 2016, p.
159.

If we want to speak based on the skepticism of transcendental wisdom,
we must point out that the epistemic pluralism of transcendental wisdom
can be considered as skepticism. In fact, each of the sources is useful for a
person at different times and directs his behavior and politics and
determines his horizons and soul and behavior and brings him closer to
achieving his goals. Therefore, multiple aspects of knowledge enable the
seeker and politician to acquire knowledge and correct actions, and take
into account a comprehensive view of the phenomena and give it
coherence.

Some researchers consider Mulla Sadra's view of reason to be a
coherent view; In this sense, Sadr al-Mutalahin does not want to accept
parts of the principles as the unchanging foundations of reason and then
commit to its results and not allow those results and foundations to
change, rather he wants to look at reason with a systematic and
explanatory view. In fact, since Mulla Sadra's epistemological view is
coherent, the different parts of this epistemic system must be consistent
with each other. If the goal is to reach the truth, reason should be able to
help us reach the truth, and even beyond this, it should be able to
rationally justify other ways to reach the truth, i.e. the way of revelation,
revelations and mystical data, and observations or experimental studies.
Lakzaei, 1387b, pp. 346-349. In any case, we can mention such a plurality
and that each of them can complete the human knowledge. Also, in
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another point of view, it has been emphasized that in the topic of
transcendental wisdom, we should talk about two things: one is the
possibility and limits of knowledge and the other is the levels and sources
of knowledge.

In this research, firstly, the problem of the possibility of knowledge
and its foundations will be proposed and investigated, then the important
topic of methodology and methodological components of the realization
of knowledge in Mulla Sadra's thought will be emphasized, then the
problem of perception and recognition as two important epistemological
components of the discussion will be discussed. and at this stage, the
origin of the creation of imagination and recognition and the initial
perceptions of human beings will be formulated.

Method

In this article, by examining and studying the possibility of the limits of
knowledge in Mulla Sadra's philosophy, the scope of the possibility of
access, as well as the scope of knowledge, its foundations and methods
are also discussed, and also the component of knowledge is also
examined in detail.

Results

In this research, the epistemological sources and criteria of desirability in
Mulla Sadra's opinions and works were questioned, and in that four
epistemological sources of reason, revelation, intuition and experience
were pointed out and clarified that the sublime wisdom has a kind of
epistemic pluralism and has institutionalized it in itself. . On the other
hand, these sources can be considered with a skeptical look. In the
following, the possibility and limits of knowledge and the levels and
sources of knowledge were examined and it was emphasized that in the
philosophy of Sadr al-Mutalahin, the principle and possibility of
knowledge is possible; In addition, the sources of knowledge also have
levels. Mulla Sadra's view of revelation is an advanced view and it
belongs to him. According to his philosophy, knowledge can only be
achieved in the light of revelation, and revelation is very important along
with reason and sense.

The discussion of methodology in Mulla Sadra's philosophy deals with
the question of what kind of methods the transcendental philosopher uses
to take advantage of these sources with regard to various epistemological
sources. While he approves all the rational and evidential, mystical and
intuitive, Qur'anic and revealed methods, as well as sensory and
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experimental methods, there is room for discussion as to whether he
himself used all these methods or not; Although Ghalib has started his
works by referring to his method of analyzing philosophical issues. What
is certain is that Mulla Sadra paid special attention to the source of
revelation

and has approached this source by using rational, mystical and
narrative methods and has used it in his works. In other words, it can be
said that his method of understanding and receiving revelations is done
through intellect. This method can be traced even in the cases where the
thinker has the effect of narration, and the rational view prevails in it, and
it is clear that the narration must pass under the blade of reason, and in
fact, reason must judge about the narration.

Conclusion
A point that is visible in the method of transcendental wisdom and is
actually used in Mullah Sadra's philosophy is the entanglement of
evidence, mysticism and the Qur'an, based on the three methods produced
by each of them, the absence of conflict between reason and narration and
The discovery is revealed. In any case, it can be said that all methods are
summarized in one method, and this method also has different forms and
degrees. Sadr al-Mutalahin has tried to update the methods used in his
times and not confine himself to a special theological or mystical or
philosophical mashrab, but rather to welcome opposing opinions with the
strength of Sadr in order to know well the positions of error and loopholes
in the systems of knowledge and from them.

stay safe Thus, Mulla Sadra's limit-breaking methodology and his use
of different methods help people to approach social issues in different
ways, to consider different issues and to look at issues with a more
comprehensive and open perspective. The most important epistemological
damage is the narrowness of the methodological approach, which Mulla
Sadra has practically prevented by adopting the methodological pluralism.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The so-called Theology of Aristotle, or Theologia in the Islamic world,

has had a tumultuous history. Two versions of this treatise exist: the

shorter, more well-known version, and the longer, less famous version.

While considerable research has been conducted on the well-known

version and its fate in the Islamic world, less attention has been given to

the less well-known version. The well-known version of the Theologia is
essentially an Arabic translation of a text from the 3rd century AH (9th
century CE) by Abd al-Masih ibn Naimah al-Himsi. This text was
mistakenly attributed to Aristotle, and its teachings were considered

Aristotelian by philosophers of the Islamic period.

The text was first published in the East in 1296 AH without reference
to the location of publication. The German scholar Friedrich Heinrich
Dieterici first edited the book based on three manuscripts in 1882 and
translated it into German in 1883. Later, Dr. Abd al-Rahman Badawi,
using nine surviving manuscripts, re-edited the text and published it in his
work Plotinus among the Arabs in 1955.

The Arabic translation of this book was accompanied by the editing of
Abu Yaqub Ishaq al-Kindi (d. 256 AH).

Given the above, the main issue of this article is to introduce the less
famous version of the Theologia in light of some studies that have been
conducted on this version. Due to the lack of a critical edition of the less
well-known version, this article will reference some of the research done
on it and emphasize that traces of this lesser-known version can be found
in the texts of some philosophers in the eastern Islamic world (in this
article, only Suhrawardi has been studied). It is important to note that the
studies mentioned are not exhaustive of all the research done on this
version. The works of Stern, Fenton, and Zimmerman are among the most
important studies on the longer version of the Theologia, but their
introduction will have to be left for another occasion as they are not
directly relevant to the subject of this article.

The studies discussed in this article are as follows:

1. Borisov’s study: This research marks a serious starting point for
studying the lesser-known version of the Theologia.

2. The first study by Alexander Treiger: In this research, Treiger,
following Paul Walker, investigates the relationship between Sijistani
and his book Al-Magqalid with the longer version of the Theologia.

3. The second study by Alexander Treiger: In his second study, Treiger
edits and translates chapters 10, paragraphs 14 to 17, of the longer
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version of the Theologia.

4. The third study by Alexander Treiger: In this study, Treiger refers to
passages from the longer version of the Theologia that are found in
Rawdat al-Ta'rif by Lisan al-Din ibn al-Khatib.

However, these are not the only studies on this version. The works of
Stern, Fenton, and Zimmerman are among the significant research on the
longer version of the Theologia, but their introduction must be postponed
to another occasion, as their content does not align closely with the
subject of this article.

Research Methodology
The data collection method is library-based, and the data analysis method
is descriptive-analytical.

Findings

The longer version of the Theologia can also be examined in the Eastern
Islamic world. One example is a passage found in Suhrawardi's book Al-
Talwihat al-Lawhiyya wa al-"Arshiyya. This passage closely aligns with a
section in Rawdat al-Ta'rif by Lisan al-Din ibn al-Khatib, which Treiger
believes is part of the longer version of the Theologia.

Conclusion

a) Little research has been conducted on the lesser-known version of the
Theologia, and no critical edition of this version has been produced. As a
result, we only have reports related to this text, which fall into two
categories: either they introduce the version of the text or they focus on
the content derived from it. b) Alexander Treiger is one of the scholars
who has conducted three studies on the longer version of the Theologia.
His research, titled "The Longer Version of the Theology of Aristotle in
al-Andalus," led to the discovery of a passage from this longer version in
Rawdat al-Ta'rif bil-Hubb al-Sharif by Lisan al-Din ibn al-Khatib. c)
Shaykh Shihab al-Din Suhrawardi, in his book Al-Talwihat al-Lawhiyya
wa al-‘Arshiyya, quotes a passage attributed to Plato that bears a strong
resemblance to the passage found in Rawdat al-Ta'rif bil-Hubb al-Sharif
by Lisan al-Din ibn al-Khatib. This suggests that Suhrawardi may have
included part of the lesser-known version of the Theologia in his work.
Furthermore, this challenges the common belief that the lesser-known
version was primarily circulated in the intellectual sphere of al-Andalus
(the Western Islamic world), as this example provides a counterpoint. d)
Suhrawardi attributes the passage he quotes to Plato, while other sources
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attribute the same passage to Aristotle and his book, the Theologia. This
indicates that Suhrawardi was aware that the passage is more in line with
Platonic and Neoplatonic teachings than with Aristotelian thought.
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Despite this, however, the Logos is not actually something that “is.” “To be” means to be part of
the created reality, which the Logos, obviously, is not. This is why the Logos is better
characterized as “the non-being” (al-lays) p 9.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
Mulla Sadra, a prominent figure in Islamic philosophy, underwent a
profound intellectual evolution characterized by three distinct
philosophical journeys: the originality of nature, the originality of
existence of gradational oneness and the originality of existence of
personal oneness. Regarding the issue of causality, such developments
have happened like many issues in treanscendent theosophy. Reflection
on the issues of Islamic wisdom shows that one of the most important and
broad areas of discussion that has been affected by the three journeys
mentioned is the issue of causality; as we know, the arguments that Mulla
Sadra makes to prove the third journey, i.e. the originality of existence of
personal oneness, are presented through “tarqiq of causality”.
Therefore, the complete manifestation of the realization of the third
journey is the issue of causality, and compared to issues such as time,
movement, posteriority and anteriority, etc., it has the prominence that it
is the direct manifestation of the realization of the third journey and the
completion of the three journeys in this issue. Perhaps the reason why
Mulla Sadra considered the argument of the personal oneness of existence
to be the completion of philosophy is in relation with the issue of
causality.

In his research method, Mulla Sadra first starts with the basis of the
qavm and after presenting the possible objections of the qavm's point of
view, he takes the audience with him with a moderate point of view and
leads him from the pluralist valley of nature to the unitary land of
existence, and whenever he gets a chance, he goes a step beyond that and
presents his final opinion based on the originality of existence of personal
oneness.

In this article we try to investigate the issue of causality according to
three philosophical journeys of Mulla Sadra and finally explain his
ultimate idea according to the last journey: the originality of existence of
personal oneness.

Methodology

In this article by using descriptive-analytical method we want to
investigate and analyze the issue of causality according to three
philosophical journeys of Mulla Sadra.

Results
1. First Philosophical Journey: In this journey i.e. the originality of nature,
Sadra's initial approach was rooted in the originality of nature, an
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essentialist perspective commonly associated with earlier philosophers.
This viewpoint, often referred to as “qavm”, emphasized a nominal
understanding of existence, which Sadra critiqued for its inadequacy.
He argued that essence is inherently limited and cannot encompass the
fullness of reality, leading to a restricted understanding of existence.

2. Second Philosophical Journey: In this journey i.e. the originality of
existence of gradational oneness, Sadra embraced the originality of
existence, which acknowledges a gradational unity among all beings.
This perspective asserts that existence is the fundamental principle,
and all entities can be understood as varying degrees of existence. This
shift alters the traditional view of causality, proposing a more
intertwined relationship between the Divine and the created world.
Here, existence becomes foundational, allowing for a unified reality
rather than a mere collection of discrete essences.

3. Third Philosophical Journey: In this journey, i.e. the originality of
existence of personal oneness, the culmination of Sadra's philosophical
evolution leads to the third journey, characterized by the unity of in its
personal form. This perspective integrates his earlier insights,
emphasizing that all existence is a manifestation of a singular Divine
reality. The concepts of causality and the Divine relationship are
further refined, illustrating a more interconnected framework where
existence is not merely a result of creation but an extension of God's
Essence.

Conclusion

According to the first journey, which is the originality of nature, pure
multiplicity prevails in the world because the essential affairs are different
from each other; therefore, if causality and disability are raised in this
context, it will not be possible to imagine the problem because causality
implies belonging and otherness implies separation, and uzli bin{inat can
be proposed.

According to the second journey and by proving the originality of
existence of gradational oneness, the plurality of reality is promoted to
unity in the plurality of reality, and the governing plurality is also
interpreted as the different levels of this single truth. The contradiction
between cause and effect based on this journey is the contradiction
between the strongest and the weakest, and finally, it is adjectival bininat,
not uzli biniinat, but according to the third journey, the subject is
promoted to the unity of reality; the extent of the existence of the right
based on this journey is such that it does not leave anything else, and
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everything that is called other in the previous journeys is a manifestation
of God in this journey. In this journey, instead of causality, manifestation
can be stated.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Anthropology is one of the foundational topics in philosophy, particularly
in political philosophy. Every (political) philosopher inevitably devotes
special attention to the question of human nature, and through the study of
a philosopher's anthropological perspective, one can better understand
their political views and the societal implications of these views. In this
sense, the study of "human" has always been a central concern throughout
history. Among these concerns, understanding the political dimension of
human nature significantly contributes to improving the organization of
social relations. This has led to increased attention to political
anthropology in universities and research institutions, particularly in
developed countries.

"Human" is the only being capable of self-reflection and striving for its
own well-being. This unique ability distinguishes humans, granting them
dignity and rights. The capacity for self-reflection has prompted thinkers
throughout history to provide various answers to the question of why
humans are distinct beings. Depending on their intellectual foundations,
thinkers have articulated different reasons for what sets humans apart.
The definition of humanity offered by each school of thought carries
implications for the political rights of individuals.

In this context, the "political human" in this study refers to a person
who, by virtue of possessing a particular characteristic, is deemed eligible
to hold the right to govern.

Methods
This study seeks to analyze the "political human" in the thought of Abu
Ali Miskawayh by situating his ideas within their historical and
intellectual context. In the field of political thought analysis, various
methods have emerged to interpret and evaluate the ideas of political
philosophers. In the past, such studies were primarily descriptive, but
modern approaches increasingly draw on innovative methodologies such
as Spragens' reconstructed logic, Strauss' esoteric reading, and
hermeneutical analyses. One prominent methodology is Quentin Skinner's
approach, which is particularly relevant to the analysis of political
thought.

Skinner's method combines text-based and context-based approaches.
He successfully applied this method to analyze the works of Machiavelli,
tracing changes in the trajectory of Western political thought. Skinner
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posits that every political idea must be analyzed within the political action
context of its time. He emphasizes that political theories are responses to
the specific political challenges of their era, and that these theories can
only be fully understood when situated within their social and political
context.

For example, in his study of Machiavelli, Skinner demonstrates that
the advice offered in *The Prince* to abandon virtue under certain
circumstances was shaped by the political problems of Machiavelli's time.
A key innovation in Skinner's methodology is his distinction between the
meaning of a text and the author's intent. He argues that a comprehensive
understanding of a text requires attention to both aspects: the meaning of
the words and the author's purpose in writing them.

The present study adopts Skinner's context-and-text-based
methodology to analyze Miskawayh's thought. This method not only
critiques and interprets texts using contextual and textual readings but
also considers the intellectual and social environment of the time
(Skinner, 1988, p. 45).

Results

This study investigates the concept of the political human in the thought
of Abu Ali Miskawayh, a prominent philosopher of the Islamic Golden
Age. In Miskawayh's philosophy, reason and ethics are fundamental to
humanity, and the virtuous individual—whom he refers to as *fa'izun*
(the successful)—is central to his conception of the political human.

Miskawayh envisions a hierarchical structure for the political human,
with virtue and ethics serving as prerequisites for holding political office.
This philosophical perspective reflects a broader intellectual tradition
within Islamic civilization, and a closer examination of such views
provides a better understanding of the political human in contemporary
Iran. Therefore, by analyzing the intellectual and historical context of
Miskawayh’s thought, one can better comprehend the rationale behind his
perspective.

Miskawayh's ideas can be viewed as a unifying thread within the
broader Islamic intellectual discourse on the political human, particularly
in the Iranian-Shiite tradition. By studying the intermediary links in this
chain of thought, a deeper understanding of this subject can be achieved.
Miskawayh's philosophical language reveals an elitist perspective on the
political human, which may have roots in the Shiite-oriented worldview
of the Buyid dynasty. The Buyids viewed political rulers as individuals of
virtue and moral character, believing that only a virtuous ruler could
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establish a just society based on religious principles.

While Miskawayh does not explicitly discuss the the theory of
*Imamate* in political affairs, an analytical reading of his thought
suggests that his concept of the virtuous and successful individual
(*fa’izun*) aligns closely with the Shiite notion of the infallible Imam.
This alignment highlights the philosophical underpinnings of
Miskawayh’s ideas and their resonance with the broader Islamic and
Shiite intellectual tradition.

Conclusion

Miskawayh’s political philosophy revolves around the idea of the virtuous

human, whom he considers deserving of the right to govern. His emphasis

on virtue and morality as prerequisites for political leadership reflects an
elitist framework, rooted in the Islamic intellectual tradition.

In the context of contemporary Iran, this study identifies three distinct
types of political humans:

1. **The Traditional Political Human**: This perspective seeks to revive
the ideal of the virtuous and complete individual envisioned by
Miskawayh, ultimately leading to an elitist form of governance.

2. **The Modernist Political Human**: This type follows the Western
worldview and lifestyle, advocating for a secular democratic system of
governance.

3. **The Reformist Political Human**: This perspective strives to
synthesize and reconcile the traditional Islamic viewpoint with
Western modernity, aiming to create a hybrid political model.

Each of these perspectives carries its own advantages and challenges
for contemporary Iran, and their detailed evaluation is left for future
research.
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ccurrence and step have several meanings, each of which is tied to
one of the types of precedence and delay. In addition to the six types
mentioned earlier, Mulla Sadra has added two types of preemption
and delay with truth and preemption and delay with al-haqiqa and
al-majaz. According to the first part, he himself has explained a new
type of occurrence and step under the title of occurrence and step
with right. Now the question is whether it is possible to arrive at
another type of occurrence and step based on the precedence and the
delay with truth and authority or not? According to his own
foundations and also the references he has in some topics, not only
the occurrence and step are proved by truth and al-majaz, but it can
be claimed that this is the final view of Mulla Sadra as well. In this
view, the old is the Supreme Being, whose truth and example is the
essence of existence, and non-existence is impossible for him.
However, the accident is the opposite of Allah, which is non-
existence in itself and has the dignity of confirming the existence of
truth; That is, it is described as an entity in a broad sense. Among
the works of this view, the applied unity of God; the unity of the true
truth of the truth; the guardianship of God over Masavi; And the
agreement is right with creation.

Cite this article: Ziaei, S (2025). Explanation of “Hudiith and Qidam (Origination and Eternity), in Reality
and Metaphor” Based on Mulla Sadra’s Views, History of Islamic Philosophy, 4 (2), 209-232.
https://doi.org/10.22034/HP1.2024.477415.1102

@) OO

©The Author(s). Publisher: Ale-Taha Institute of Higher Education Institute.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/HP1.2024.477415.1102




History of Islamic PhilosophyVol.4/ Issu.14/ Summer.2025 210

Extended Abstract

Explanation

The concepts of “hudiith” (origination) and “qidam” (eternity) have
multiple meanings, each associated with different types of precedence and
succession. In addition to the six types of precedence and succession
identified by earlier scholars, Mulla Sadra introduced two more types:
precedence and succession in truth (haqq) and precedence and succession
in reality and metaphor (hagiga and al-Maja). According to the first type,
he explained a new form of origination and eternity called “hudith and
gidam bil-haqq.” Here is a question: Can another kind of origination and
eternity be identified based on precedence and succession in reality and
metaphor? According to his principles and references in some
discussions, not only is “hudith and gidam in haqgiqa and al-majaz”
proven, but it can also be claimed that this is Mulla Sadra’s final view.
Since, according to the author’s research, neither philosophical books
mention this title nor have any articles or theses been written on this
subject, this study explains “hudiith and gidam in hagiqa and al-majaz”
based on Mulla Sadra’s views.

Methodology
This study was conducted using an analytical-descriptive method and
library research.

Findings

According to precedence and succession in reality and metaphor,
existence can be divided into two categories: eternal and originated. In
this view, the eternal is the Almighty, who is the essence and true instance
of existence, and non-existence is impossible for Him. However, the
originated includes everything other than Allah, which is non-existent in
itself and exists due to the conditional mode of Allah’s existence; that is,
it is attributed to existence metaphorically. This type of origination and
eternity can be called “hudiith and gidam in hagiga and al-majaz.”

Conclusion

Everything other than Allah does not possess existence but is considered

an aspect and manifestation of Allah’s existence. This statement has

several implications, some of which are mentioned:

1. Absolute Unity of Allah: The essence of existence neither has distinct
individuals nor gradations. Instead, existence is a singular necessary
reality with multiple and diverse aspects and manifestations.
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. True Unity of Allah: The absolute existence of Allah is inherently
unified, and a second entity cannot be assumed for Him because,
firstly, another existence does not make sense in the face of unlimited
existence, and secondly, apart from existence, there is only non-
existence, which is absolute nullity.

. Allah’s Sovereign Encompassment on Other than Himself: His true
existence is present and manifest in all phenomena, as stated in the
Quran: “and We are nearer to him than his jugular vein.” (Quran,
50:16).

. Allah’s Coexistence with Creation: He is with all beings, but not in a
way that He is inside them, and He is separate from all things, but not
in a way that He is cut off from them, as mentioned in the first sermon
of Nahj al-Balagha by Imam Ali (peace be upon him): “He is with all
things but not by association. He is other than all things but not by
detachment.”
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